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How’s the summer going? Are 
we having a good time? Are we 
getting out in the fresh air and 
sunshine? Are we spending time 
getting close to nature? Probably. 
Hmmm . . . Getting close to nature 
— that seems to be a controversial 
subject. We have discussed today’s 
topic before, but apparently not 
enough. We should have been more 
thorough.

Getting close to nature does 
not necessarily mean getting close 
to animals in the wild. They can 
be testy. Some of them are found 
very close to civilization, not in the 
“wild” at all. You know where. Try 
down by the beach, in the water, 
just below the surface, where you 
cannot easily see them. Some of 
them lurk there. And . . . surprise 
surprise; your travel agent will 
conveniently neglect to mention 
so much as a hint about their exis-
tence. Do you know why? Because 
they are dangerous, and that is not 
good for tourism. Do not listen to 
travel agents; they are bad people 
who will not tell you about the per-
ils of communing too closely with 
nature.

For instance, last week I was 
down in sunny Florida. Ft. Lau-
derdale, to be exact. In one of the 
beach hotel lobbies, a man in swim-
ming trunks was in a confrontation 
with a clerk at the check-in counter. 
The man in trunks was dripping 
wet. He had obviously been swim-
ming in the ocean.

It was easy to tell he had been 
in the ocean because a 4-foot shark 
was fi rmly attached to his gluteus 
maximus.

“Your brochure said you have 
safe beaches,” the man said to the 
desk clerk. 

“We do,” said the desk clerk.
“Then how do you explain this 

appendage that has attached itself to 
my backside?” the man inquired.

“Very simply, sir,” the desk clerk 
replied. “You went in the water. We 
only said the beaches are safe.”

This is not an isolated incident. 
Florida’s urban areas are often in-
habited by some of nature’s most 

formidable creatures. Take for in-
stance, the alligator.

For some reason, Florida resi-
dents do not take the alligator se-
riously. They see them swimming 
up and down the canals, fl oating 
in ponds on golf courses, and even 
taking in a little sun on the docks 
behind their houses. Oddly, the ho-
meowners think nothing of it.

They shoo them away as if they 
were a minor annoyance when they 
board their boats in the many canals 
and waterways in the Venice of the 
West. I wonder if it ever occurred 
to these people that one of these 
really ugly animals could swallow 
them whole. Wearing an alligator 
over your entire body while it is 
still alive and walking around is not 
considered a fashion statement in 
most circles.

Although most are not aware of 
it, an alligator can move as fast as 
a horse when it has the need. You 
know—like when it’s hungry. Mind 
you, it doesn’t turn on a dime, but 
it is dangerous at both ends. Gators 
have tails that are strong enough to 
tenderize you, and generous mouths 
with razor sharp teeth that can cut 
you up into bite-sized pieces.

They are one of the oldest living 
species in the world. Gators were 
around when dinosaurs roamed the 
earth. The difference is, the gators 
survived. The dinosaurs did not. 
They are not intellectual. Gators 
cannot be tamed to be house pets. If 
they are in the mood, they will eat 
you. They should be treated with ut-
most caution. Are these people who 
take them for granted, nuts? They 
must be. Don’t they realize they are 
fl irting with certain death if said ga-
tor is even mildly provoked?

Florida has another creature that 

might be even more fearsome than 
the alligator. This creature was in-
troduced to the Sunshine State in 
the last few years. Now they are 
well established in the Florida Ev-
erglades to the point that scientists 
are doing studies to fi nd ways of 
eradicating them or at least control-
ling their population. I am talking 
about the Burmese python –the 
largest snake in the world.

Apparently, a few pet owners 
bought Burmese pythons when they 
were small, and did not realize that 
the snake could grow to well over 
15-feet, or more. When they grew 
to an unmanageable size, the own-
ers let them go, and they gathered 
in the Everglades. They are carni-
vores. They are the most dangerous 
boa constrictors on the planet. Bur-
mese pythons have been known to 
swallow fi ve-foot alligators whole.

The best way to avoid any con-
frontation with any of the afore-
mentioned critters, sharks, gators, 
or giant-sized snakes is to stay in-
side. Do not even think of venturing 
out into non-air-conditioned areas. 
Stay inside where there are rooms 
with doors that can be locked. To 
the best of my knowledge, critters 
cannot turn doorknobs.

When you are indoors in Flori-
da, the worst thing that could pos-
sibly happen is that you will be 
confronted with a Palmetto Bug. 
These are roaches on steroids. They 
are the size of Volkswagens. Hav-
ing one in the house is akin to giv-
ing a two year-old a small car that 
can fl y. However, they will not eat 
you. They are just another annoy-
ance in this system that we can’t 
understand.

The stuff they don’t mention about nature

By Sam Bari

You can’t 
beat a 
system 
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understand

replaced an existing deteriorated wooden 
bulkhead with a stone riprap barrier.

10 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, August 
6, 1998

The Town Council wants the 
state Department of Environmental 
Management to scale down the size 
of the fisheries laboratory it proposes 
to build next to the boat basin at Ft. 
Wetherill State Park.

Even before the first of the nearly 
300 swimmers rounded Taylor’s Point 
on the last leg of the 1.7 mile cross-bay 
swim, the beach at Potter Cove was a sea 
of activity as hundreds of volunteers and 
onlookers prepared for their arrival.

Town Planner Lisa Bryer has just 
reported to the Planning Commission 
that 33 percent of the community surveys 
sent out to Jamestown homes this spring 
were returned.
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WILLIAM A. LEONARD
General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

YES, COMPUTERS ARE COMPLICATED!
A phone call can simplify things.
> installation and setup of your computer hardware and software.
> degunking of your computer for better performance.
> building or helping you build web pages and get them on the internet.
> helping you learn how to use MicrosoftTM Windows and Windows programs.
> providing scanning services and digital photography and show you how.
> creating custom programs for MicrosoftTM Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 • WWW.WAL1.COM

Gardner’s Wharf Seafood

Live Lobsters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Shellfish
Retail • Located in Historic Wickford Village

170 Main St., Wickford, (next to town Dock) 401-295-4600
Monday - Saturday 9 am - 6 pm • Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

GLORIA C. DAHL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Real Estate Closings
• Refinances

• Wills

PO Box 475 • Jamestown, RI 02835

423-3700

Where you always have the extra help you need

Where more space to relax makes entertaining easy

Where laughter and learning make life fun

At Blenheim-Newport, 
you’ll enjoy:

• Gourmet dining, global cuisine,
and theme dinners

• The support of our 24-hour 
caring staff

• Fitness classes, social events, 
outings, and entertainment

• The convenience of housekeeping
and local transportation

TUNE INTO

WADK 1540AM RADIO

ON SATURDAYS AT 10AM

FOR OUR SENIOR

SOLUTIONS PROGRAM

Wherelife
is just as it should

be.

Enjoy life, just as it should be, at Blenheim-

Newport. Call us today at 401-849-0031

to schedule your personal tour.

Blenheim-Newport

303 Valley Road • Middletown, RI 02842
401-849-0031

www.benchmarkquality.com

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday  •  12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport • 848-9200

www.bridgeliquors.com

Buy 3 bottles of wine
and get a 10% discount!

GREAT PRICES!
Free Delivery • Quantity Discounts

Goslings Rum 1.75l....................$2799


