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By Sam Bari
The Conanicut Island Art As-

sociation opened its fi rst juried 
art show, “Art Around the Bay,” 
at Town Hall Gallery on Thurs-
day, Aug. 7. 

According to CIAA vice chair-
woman Wendy Crooks, many 
favorable comments were made 
about the quality of the work that 
was on display.

This month’s show was the 
fi rst that was open to off-island 
artists and the fi rst juried show 
held by the association, its suc-
cess setting a precedent for fu-
ture exhibitions.

“If the next show, “Abstracts 
in the Fall,” which will also be 
a juried show, is at least as suc-
cessful as this one, we’ll plan on 
more for next year, and continue 
to open the exhibitions to all art-
ists,” said CIAA President Don 
Miller. 

“Although the prizes are mod-
est, they inspire more and better 
artists to submit their best work,” 
he added.

Trish Hurley, the juror, said, 
“Overall the artwork was very 
impressive. It was very hard to 
pick winners with such talent. I 
encourage everybody to continue 
on and, more importantly, enjoy 
what you do.”

Although she found the de-
cisions diffi cult, Hurley chose 
three winners, and gave fi ve sub-
missions honorable mention.

The fi rst place winner was El-
len Blomgren of Bristol for her 
wall sculpture titled “Boarded.” 

“The piece was inspired by my 
grandmother who passed away 
several years ago,” Blomgren 
said.

Blomgren, a full-time artist 
who teaches in the continuing 
education program at the Rhode 
Island School of Design, gives 
ceramics classes to children and 
teens. 

The second place winner was 
Cynthia Blair of Jamestown for 
her pastel named “Old Harbor 

Moonrise.”
“I had to paint it,” Blair said. 

“The light on the old harbor ferry 
was just perfect.”

Blair is a full-time artist and 
web designer. She is a member 
of the Schock Gallery in James-
town, and has been an island res-
ident for 11 years. Blair earned 
her degree in illustration from 
RISD and said that she has been 
drawing since she could hold a 
pencil.

Eileen McCarney Muldoon, 
another Jamestown resident, won 
third place for her photograph, 
“Storm Clouds.”

Born in New York, Muldoon 
has lived in Jamestown with her 
family for 12 years. She is a full-
time photographer with a studio 
in her home.

“I made a living doing por-
traits and commercial work,” 
Muldoon said. “Now, I special-
ize in fi ne art photography and 

sell my work mostly to area gal-
leries.”

The prizes of $100, $75, and 
$50 were given to the fi rst, sec-
ond, and third place winners re-
spectively.

Juror Hurley earned a mas-
ter’s degree in fi ne arts from the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Dartmouth and her bachelor of 
fi ne arts degree is from the Swain 
School of Design.

She resides in Newport and 
teaches at the Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island and the 
Newport Art Museum. Her work 
can be seen in galleries in New 
York, New Jersey, and Washing-
ton, D.C., as well as in Provinc-
etown, Mass., and other area gal-
leries.

CIAA President Miller, an in-
ternationally recognized photog-
rapher, won the People’s Choice 
award of a hanging plant for his 
photograph titled “Refl ections.”

“We are delighted with the 
turnout and enthusiasm for tak-
ing a new direction,” Miller said. 
“Opening the shows to all artists 
makes Jamestown a more signifi -
cant player in the overall artistic 
community. And open, juried 
shows, give artists an opportunity 
to be recognized for their efforts, 
as well as a chance to sell their 
work and make a little money.”

The exhibit will be on display 
through Sept. 25.

Juried art show brings area talent to town hall

Conanicut Island Art Association art show winners from left: Cynthia Blair, of Jamestown, won sec-
ond place, Ellen McCarney, of Jamestown, won third place, and Ellen Blomgren, of Bristol, was the 
first place winner. Don Miller (not pictured), of Jamestown, won the viewers choice award.
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JAMESTOWN GEMS

“WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE, ONE HOME AT A TIME”

REALTORS

Gloria Kurz, Principal

BEAUTIFUL BUILDING SITE CAPTIVATING SHORES CHIC SHOREBY HILL STYLE

Beautifully renovated, three-bedroom landscaped
home is set on a lovely .39 acre site close to the
beach. Dramatic living room with cathedral ceil-
ings, granite-faced fireplace, tastefully finished
custom kitchen with granite counters and new
first floor master suite. $699,500

This delightful 2,068 sq. ft. one-level home blends
the beauty of custom, contemporary features with
the charm of the original ‘cottage’. The three-bed-
room, two-bath home has an open floor plan, fabu-
lous 600 sq. ft. sun-filled family room with a
Brazilian pecan floor and a great kitchen. $899,500

“TOP O’ THE MARK”. This private 1.46 acre lot
is bordered on two sides by a stone wall. Protected
by a deeded natural buffer from neighboring
properties to the east and south, it has an irriga-
tion well on-site. ISDS engineering to be
obtained before closing. $375,000 

Located across the street from the East Ferry
Marina, with water views from the deck,  this
bright and spacious 1,420 sq. ft. two-bedroom,
two-bath unit also enjoys a living room with fire-
place, dining area, and well-sized kitchen.
Unique opportunity to own most affordable con-
dominium in the Bay View. $599,500

BAY VIEW CONDOMINIUM

CLASSIC SHOREBY HILL COTTAGE GORGEOUS MEADOW LANE MANOR SHINGLE-STYLE ELEGANCE

Close to town and Mackerel Cove, this handsome
4,500 sq. ft. shingle - style home has lovely exterior
detail, beautiful interior finishes, a fabulous kitchen,
wonderful sun room, three  fireplaces and, a master
bedroom suite with a deck. A lower level living area
has a bedroom, bath and media room. A detached
two-car garage has a separate office. $1,795,000

Beautifully sited on an acre close to Mackerel Cove,
with deeded rights to members-only Green's
Pier/Beach, this sunswept, warm and inviting 4,800
sq. ft. , five-bedroom home has classic custom
details, spacious rooms, two fireplaces, a covered
porch and a 15' x 45' in-ground pool. $1,850,000

Wonderful chance to renovate and restore an early
1900’s cottage on a beautiful, 24,394 sq. ft. lot. The
2,500+ sq. ft. 4-bedroom home has an inviting cov-
ered porch, sunroom, sleeping porch, stone-fire-
placed living room, formal dining room, spacious
eat-in kitchen and lovely grounds. $1,150,000

Just steps from a deeded right-of-way to the
beach, this distinctive 5,000 sq. ft. shingle-style,
four-bedroom home, including a guest suite
above the garage, has nine foot ceilings, beautiful
millwork, a wonderful sunroom/porch and love-
ly hardwood floors. $1,499,000

CLASSIC WESTWIND COTTAGE


