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More input sought on zoning changes
By Sam Bari

Planning Commission Chair-
man Gary Girard wasted no time 
steering the Aug. 6 meeting to a 
discussion of the zoning ordinance 
update for the Jamestown Village 
Special Development District.

The discussions have been on-
going since October of last year, 
after the downtown charrette was 
completed. The Planning Com-
mission would like to conclude 
the discussions with recommen-
dations endorsed by Jamestown 
residents that can be submitted to 
the Town Council for consider-
ation. If accepted by the council, 
the recommendations would be 
presented to residents through a 
public hearing. After the recom-
mendations are approved at the 
public hearing, they will be draft-
ed into law.

However, the commission-
ers have been frustrated in their 
efforts because of lack of input 
from property owners and resi-
dents. The only guidelines the 
commission has to make recom-
mendations are suggestions from 
contracted consultants based on 
resident input from those who at-
tended the charrette.

“That’s what the charrette was 
about,” Town Planner Lisa Bryer 
said. “The whole idea is to give 
property owners and residents an 
opportunity to voice their opin-
ions on the design of the town for 
the Comprehensive Community 
Plan.”

“This means changes in the 
planning process and zoning or-
dinances, and we can’t make sig-
nifi cant changes like this without 
resident input,” she said.

Girard and the other commis-
sioners agreed. “We see the same 
faces at these meetings week after 
week,” Girard said to the small 
audience. “I can’t believe that no-
body cares about what we are try-
ing to accomplish.”

Jack Brittain, owner of Jack’s 
Electric on Clinton Avenue, has 
attended most of the meetings. 
“All of the owners of the CL 
and CD districts should be noti-
fi ed about what’s happening here 
because they have no clue. They 
need to be notifi ed of what your 
intentions are. It’s too bad we 
don’t have a better turnout, but 
since they aren’t here, they should 
be notifi ed,” he said.

Bill Munger, president and 
owner of Conanicut Marine has 
also been present at most, if not 
all, of the commission’s meetings 
concerning zoning ordinances. He 
said, “It’s absurd that nobody is 
here. The Jamestown Press does 
a wonderful job but they aren’t 
the mouthpiece of the town.” He 
suggested that a letter be sent to 
all property owners informing 
them that their property could be 
rezoned.

Brittain agreed. “I worked 
very hard to have my property 
designated as a T5, and T4 is go-
ing to be a signifi cant change. If 

you’re going to do that you have 
to tell the business owners. These 
changes could affect their prop-
erty values,” he said.

Bryer said that Brittain’s con-
cerns were not necessarily valid. 
“We have no intention of devalu-
ating anybody’s property by re-
zoning the districts,” Bryer said. 
She explained that the new Smart 
Code is adding designations. The 
commercial district that uses a 
CD designation is now a T4. “The 
T stands for transect,” she said.

She defi ned transect as mov-
ing from one designation to the 
next. She said that the Smart 
Code would defi ne open space as 
T1, then the next section closer 
to town would transect to a rural 
designation of T2, followed by 
residential areas designated as 
T3, and commercial areas would 
be given T4 and T5 designations.

“The present designation of 
CD is more akin to T4, which 
does not change its use at all,” she 
said. “T5 is a new designation for 
commercial that is intended to in-
tensify the commercial district.”

Brittain responded by saying, 
“I thought my land was CD. It 
was the last piece of land that I 
knew about that was for sale in 
the area. CD is defi nitely a lot dif-
ferent than CL. And now it’s CL. 
It’s going to alter property values 
tremendously.”

Commissioner Nancy Bennett 
said that unless people come to 
these meetings, they’re not go-

ing to understand any of this. 
“People have to know what we’re 
discussing and when we’re dis-
cussing it. Whether it be a letter 
to every household or an insert in 
the Jamestown Press with a color 
map, I don’t want to just legis-
late this without having people 
know.”

Commissioner Jean Brown 
concurred with Bennett and said, 
“I don’t want to make decisions 
and then have reactionary conse-
quences.”

The commissioners then dis-
cussed at length the defi nition of 
every zoning designation, and the 
requirements for property owners 
to be in compliance with the regu-
lations. They talked about what is 
good for the town as it exists now 
while allowing enough fl exibility 
to accommodate changes in the 
future, particularly if the popula-
tion density increases.

Commissioner Richard Ven-
trone then suggested making a 
decision to tell people what the 
panel came up with, and then ask 
for people to give their input.

Brittain agreed with the sug-
gestion and asked, “Why not de-
cide a base of what you want to 
do, so people have something to 
look at?”

Ventrone said, “We have to of-
fer a basic understanding of what 
we think we should do.”

Girard advised the commis-
sioners to go home and study the 
changes to the Smart Code and 

familiarize themselves with the 
suggested possibilities so they 
could be further discussed. “If all 
goes well, we will have enough 
public input to turn suggestions 
and ideas into drafted recommen-
dations,” he said.

The Planning Commission 
meets the fi rst and third Wednes-
day of the month. “We will usual-
ly allow the zoning discussions to 
be the focus of the meeting at the 
fi rst meeting of the month,” Gi-
rard said. “If we can get that word 
out, maybe we can get more peo-
ple to show up. This is not just for 
commercial property owners. It is 
for everybody who is interested 
in the design of the town for now 
and for the future,” he added.
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Dourado
A daughter, Tessa Marie Dou-

rado, was born June 26, 2008 
at Women and Infants Hospi-
tal, to Stacey (Desaulniers) and 
John Dourado III of Jamestown.  
Grandparents are John and Bev-
erly Dourado, of Jamestown, Pa-
mela Grundy of Cranston and Tom 
Desaulniers of Connecticut.
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