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By Sam Bari
The School Committee wel-

comed the Town Council at its annu-
al retreat held Aug. 14 at the Senior 
Center. The groups heldinformal 
discussions on how they can work 
together to accomplish common 
goals. Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser and School Superintendent 
Marcia Lukon also attended.

The School Committee intro-
duced a range of topics that needed 
addressing. In the informal setting, 
the groups discussed ways to make 
the budget process easier and more 
effi cient.

Together, they identifi ed business 
operations, technology and consoli-
dating the purchase of utilities as ar-
eas that might provide opportunities 
for collaboration and cost reduction. 
They discussed the possibility of 
hiring a consultant to review school 
and town departments to identify 
strategies for savings and increased 
effi ciency, which was a suggestion 
made by Councilman Bill Kelly. 

School panel Chairwoman Cathy 
Kaiser initiated a discussion on 
health insurance options. Town Ad-
ministrator Keiser reported that the 
self-insured West Bay Collabora-
tive program constitutes too great 
a risk for a small community and 
that Jamestown’s claims history 
may preclude participation in the 
East Bay Collaborative Government 
Health Group of Rhode Island.  Both 
the council and school committee 
agreed to closely follow legislative 
proposals for a statewide health in-
surance contract for municipal and 
school employees.   

School Committee Vice Chair-
woman Julie Kallfelz suggested that 
the budget fell into two categories, 
the fi scal side and the philosophical 
approach to the budget. The dis-
cussion resulted in the two groups 
agreeing to meet in October to dis-
cuss pre-budget concerns and ad-
dress broader, philosophical ques-
tions about school management, 
direction and vision.

Councilwoman Barbara Szepa-
towski suggested that council mem-
bers submit questions to the school 
panel in advance to give members 
an opportunity to prepare compre-
hensive answers, thereby making the 
process more effi cient. The groups 
agreed that the questions would be 
submitted by Oct. 1 to facilitate the 
discussions at the joint meeting.

The October meeting will al-
low the school committee to report 
updated enrollment numbers and 
share with the council factors and 
assumptions that contribute to bud-
get decisions. The two groups will 
meet again in February, following 
the school administration’s January 
budget presentation to the School 
Committee. The school will submit 
its budget to the town administra-
tor by March 1. The joint council/
school committee annual budget 
workshops will continue to be held 
in March and April.  

Cathy Kaiser said that her com-

mittee will include council members 
in the regular e-mail of the SCAN 
(School Committee Action Notes) 
to keep the council up-to-date on 
school discussions, decisions and 
developments.

Councilman Robert Sutton com-
mented on the meeting saying, 
“Meetings like this are always good. 
Questions are often answered before 
they are asked. The atmosphere is 
more relaxed and discussions are 
more informative and less confron-
tational.”

Sutton said that he still has a 
few questions, but the fi rst meeting 
was not the time to ask. “It was im-
portant for us to establish a format, 
meeting schedule, and agree on the 
timetable for different subjects to be 
discussed,” Sutton said.

Councilman Kelly agreed say-
ing, “A lot was to be gleaned from 
both sides. The input from Bruce 
Keiser and Superintendant Lukon 
provided a real insight into areas of 

research that had been explored and 
the outcomes. Things that we were 
not aware of were brought to the 
forefront,” Kelly said.

Chairwoman Kaiser said that she 
was very pleased with the meeting. 
“It went exactly as I had hoped,” 
Kaiser said. “We established dia-
logue. We heard input from both 
sides, and we began thinking as one 
instead of in opposition. I think ev-
erybody realizes that we’re on the 
same team with the same concerns 
and that we share common goals 
and interests.”
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State law requires a turn signal one hun-
dred feet before the turn is made. This 
law should be vigorously enforced. It is 
founded on basic safety considerations.  
Some drivers rarely signal their turns, 
or, do it while the turn is in process, long 
after the signal was needed. The thought 
of using a turn signal in timely fashion 
seems never to enter their mind.  These 
drivers appear to be oblivious rather than 
deliberately discourteous lawbreakers.

•••
Perhaps tests of the physical ability to 
drive, and knowledge of the rules of the 
road should be periodically required,  ev-
ery ten years or so, rather than just when 
the operator’s license is first issued.

•••
Of course, one shudders to think of the 
DMV having more authority.

•••
The presentation given by Geologist 
Robert M. Thorson last week at the 
annual meeting of the Jamestown 
Historical Society was a tour de force,
and definitely deserves a follow-up.

•••
The proposed revisions to the zoning 
ordinance, now under review by the 
Jamestown Planning Commission, 
contain substantial changes from 
the current rules.  Given the central 
importance of the zoning ordinance 
to the Town’s future, this process of 
evaluation deserves the close attention of 
all citizens.
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9 Ferry Wharf  •  Jamestown  •  423.0070  •  www.grapesandgourmet.com

Jamestown’s Favorite Locally-Owned, Hometown Liquor Store

WINE SPECIALS
Woodbridge White Zin 750ml 2 for $15

Barefoot Wines Mix ‘n Match 1.5ltr 2 for $18

Go Barefoot in Jamestown
At Grapes & Gourmet

Jewel Collection Wines Mix ‘n Match 750ml 2 for $18

SPIRITS SPECIALS
Stoli Vodka - All Flavors 750ml $21.75

Seagrams 7 Crown 1.75ltr $16.75
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila 1.75ltr  $37.75

BEER SPECIALS
Heineken Premium Light 12 Pack Cans $12.75
Corona & Corona Light 12 Pack Bottles $13.75

5 Narragansett Avenue
423-2722

We do UPS Shipping  •  Copies and Faxes, too!

Don’t forget 
the duct tape!

GOOD LUCK, SAILORS
We also have entry forms.

FOOLS’  RULES
REGATTA SUPPLIES

We’ve got what you 
need to build your boat.

Florist & Garden Center

Open Daily
10 am to 6 pm

ANNUAL
ANNUAL SALE!
Great, Colorful Plants 
for Decks & Patios!

ATTENTION
SUNFLOWER GROWERS

Drop off your Sunflowers at the 
Secret Garden Saturday, August 30, 
Winners announced 3 p.m. that day!

14 Narragansett Ave
423-1490

We’ve Got Rum!!
Ft. Lauderdale Lighthouses

Pelican Punch
Mojitos

Malibu Rum Coconut Shrimp

Fresh Mahi Mahi
Chicken Maui Curry Salad

Authentic Jerk Chicken
with Plantains

Mango Habanero BBQ Ribs

Experience the taste of
 Key West North

“New Island Cuisine”

Outdoor Patio & Tiki Bar
Indoor A/C Bar & Lounge

Island Oasis frozen Pina Coladas, 
Margaritas & Mudslides

Lunch & Dinner
Tuesday - Sunday
Closed Mondays

NOTICE
Recently someone took two ratty old green resin chairs from 
a bus stop in the Jamestown Shores.  The folks who use the 
chairs need to sit in them while waiting for the bus and would 
appreciate having them returned.

7 FERRY WHARF

JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000 

59 BELLEVUE AVENUE

NEWPORT, RI 02840
401.848.5555

www.mansionsmanors.com

Stylishly renovated two-bedroom, one-level unit
with gourmet kitchen, waterside deck and lush gar-
dens is perfectly sited across from the water with
spectacular views of the Newport Bridge and scenic
Jamestown Harbor. $799,000 

HARBORVIEW CONDOMINIUM
SATURDAY, 12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

73 CONANICUS AVENUE #4

Beautiful, new 2,500 sq. ft., three-bedroom, three-bath
home on 14,400 sq. ft lot with protected wooded views has
an open floor plan, great room with fireplace, kitchen with
granite counters and stainless appliances, master with
handsome bath, family room, and two decks. $650,000

BEAUTIFUL BEACON HOME
SUNDAY, 1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.

67 BEACON AVENUE

Stunning harbor views are enjoyed from this 1890’s, six-
bedroom, 3-bath home on almost a 1/4 acre across the
street from the bay. The 3,185 sq. ft. home requires ten-
der, loving care and affords a unique chance to experi-
ence the joys of village and bayside living. $1,650,000

“DRIFTWOOD”
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

2 WALCOTT AVENUE

This delightful 2,068 sq. ft. one-level home blends the beau-
ty of custom, contemporary features with the charm of the
original ‘cottage’. The three-bedroom, two-bath home has an
open floor plan, fabulous 600 sq. ft. sun-filled family room
with a Brazilian pecan floor and a great kitchen. $899,500

SHOREBY HILL STYLE
SATURDAY, 11:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

49 WHITTIER ROAD

JAMESTOWN OPEN HOUSES


