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This year, the mile high City 
of Denver, Colorado is hosting 
the DNC (not a rap group—it’s 
the Democratic National Con-
vention). This city is most fa-
mous for hiring John Elway as its 
football team’s quarterback. The 
DNC will be one continuous pep 
rally from Aug. 25 to 28.

Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minne-
sota is hosting the RNC (not the 
Retired Nurses of Cairo - it’s the 
Republican National Conven-
tion) from Sept. 1 to 4. Minneso-
ta is most famous for hiring Jesse 
Ventura, a WWF professional 
wrestler, as its governor.

Judging from the choices for 
convention locations, I believe 
we can see where the country 
is going, regardless of who is 
elected.

Traditionally, political con-
ventions are really boring. So, 
to get the ratings up, this year 
the candidates are going to play 
“Jeopardy” instead of giving 
speeches. Each candidate will 
be the only contestant at his con-
vention. 

For our unbiased political con-
tribution, this newspaper is send-
ing our crack research team, the 
Googlamaniacs, to both conven-
tions to contribute nanoseconds 
of their valuable time to help the 
candidates answer the really hard 
questions.

As you know, “Jeopardy” is 
the game that gives the answer, 
and the contestant has to come 
up with the question. So, when 
Barack Obama is given the an-
swer, “They’ll fi ght it out amongst 

themselves,” the Googlamaniacs 
will be there to tell him, “How 
will Iraq successfully be divided 
into three countries?”

And when John McCain is 
given the answer, “None. His 
wife bought all of them,” the 
Googlamaniacs can tell John in 
less than a nanosecond, “How 
many houses does John McCain 
own?”

The games are part of the 
preparation program for when 
the conventions are over. In-
stead of the candidates engaging 
in boring debates for nearly two 
months, they will play appropri-
ate quiz show games. The games 
will last until Nov. 4, 2008 — 
Election Day. 

However, this year, whoever 
is winning the games will auto-
matically win the presidency. We 
won’t need an election. It’s the 
perfect solution. No more wait-
ing in line at the polls, no more 
stuffed ballot boxes, recounts, 
or any of those less than reliable 
methods of selecting the presi-
dent. We will select our president 
by who performs best as a game 
show contestant.

On the day the candidates are 
scheduled to debate economic is-
sues and policies, they will play 
“The Price is Right” instead. 
If they don’t know how much 
things cost, how can they possi-
bly author intelligent budgets?

When they play “Jeopardy,” 
an appropriate category will be 
selected — like international 
commerce. The candidates will 
be given answers like, “Dick 

Cheney—that’s why he gave the 
defense contracts to Hallibur-
ton.” Of course, the question will 
be, “Who wants to be a million-
aire?”

Another answer will be, “Be-
cause they can.” The question 
is, “Why did the oil companies 
raise the price of diesel to prices 
higher than gasoline, a more ex-
pensive fuel to manufacture?”

According to Internet blogs, 
the focus of the Democratic con-
vention agenda is to convince 
Hillary Clinton to stop playing 
major roles in John McCain’s 
television commercials.

John McCain representatives 
want to thank Hillary for her in-
valuable assistance. Without her, 
their campaign would be as fl at 
as a George W. Bush for presi-
dent campaign poster.

Someone must convince John 
McCain that following in George 
W’s footsteps is not in his best 
interests. His constituents do 
not recognize that losing three 
million manufacturing jobs in 
the U. S. by sending them over-
seas is not good foreign policy. 
Somehow, the methodology ap-
pears to be ineffi cient. And, giv-

The conventions are on! Let the games begin!

By Sam Bari

You can’t 
beat a 
system 
you can’t 
understand

500 children, just about the same as 1982-83. The trouble is the way 
they are distributed, particularly in junior high grades.

Wooden casings on the Jamestown Bridge are crumbling. But state 
engineering offi cials say there is no chance the bridge will collapse 
since the underlying cement is still strong.

15 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, August 26, 1993

A ban on all outdoor uses of town water will go into effect tomor-
row at midnight, and anyone violating the restriction faces a $100 
fi ne.

Using a broomstick, an old wooden playpen, Styrofoam insula-
tion, PVC piping, a broken snow shovel, plywood, and soda bottles, 
contestants had built 44 boats of junkyard materials by 11 a.m. Satur-
day to race in Jamestown’s 16th annual Fools’ Rules Regatta.

10 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, August 27, 1998

The state Department of Environmental Management has turned 
in an “amended” mission statement on its Ft. Wetherill Aquatic Re-
source Center to the Town Council. … With the intent to develop a 
marine fi sheries facility more consistent with public recreational use 
of the property, as intended in the original deed, the DEM’s new plan 
calls for buildings and site restoration that recognizes “the aesthetic 
natural site qualities of the Ft. Wetherill area.”

Recent discussions to lower Newport Bridge tolls were abruptly 
halted last week after a new cash-fl ow analysis was presented at a 
meeting of the Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority.
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Complete Painting & Remodeling Services
All Calls Returned by 9 p.m. Daily

At Your Home Within 72 Hours for an Estimate
Largest Painting Force in the Area

847-6863
For Finished Projects and References Go To:

www.patbakerpaintinginc.com

PAT BAKER
PAINTING INC.
We Do More Painting in Jamestown

Every Year Than Any Other Contractor!

Our Specialties include:
Custom Decks  Re-Shingling 

New Window Installation
Finished Basements  New Kitchens and Baths

To Whom It May Concern:

Patrick Baker is a master painter with an extensive knowledge about construc-

tion.
Recently, he painted Eveherdee, my home in Newport, an 1891 Sanford 

White Victorian. As one knows, Victorian homes are noted for a multitude of 

colors and Eveherdee sports six wonderful mixtures...beautiful to look at, hard 

to paint.

Patrick and his wonderful crew took on the challenge of painting a three-

story house with impossibly high eaves and the added task of material matching 

all along the way. The house turned out magnifi cently, mainly due to the at-

tention to paint detail on the spindles, grooves and trimlines associated with a 

Victorian.

Patrick is fi rst rate, always updating information about any problems and 

always on schedule. I highly recommend him for any job.

Sincerely,

Vin Di Bona

Patrick,

Many thanks for the great work you and your crew did at our new home! We 

really appreciated the effort and skill and timeliness – it took no longer than you 

said, and your follow-up to make sure we were satisfi ed.

It is good to know of a painting contractor who will do what he says he will, 

when he says he will. We’ll certainly call you again!

Sincerely,

Tot Wright

Dear Patrick,

It was a pleasure working with you this spring. Your crew did a beautiful job 

painting our trim and staining our cedar shingles. All the workmen were pro-

fessional, courteous, and conscientious. Your foreman was always available and 

approachable and I liked the fact that you came by each day to assess the crew’s 

work and keep me up to date on the progress.

In addition to being knowledgable about the work, your  organizational skills 

are truly amazing. The job was done quickly and effi ciently and minor problems 

were addressed skillfully by an appropriate craftsman.

We were left with a quality product and I’m happy to recommend you to 

anyone who needs this type of work done!

Sincerely,

Priscilla Szneke

ing tax breaks to the companies 
outsourcing those jobs to Third 
World countries is not the best 
way to handle domestic econom-
ic issues. The program needs re-
thinking.

If Mr. Obama is at a loss for 
words about the specifi cs of his 
“Change America” campaign, 
he can always rely on his run-
ning mate to take up the slack. 
Senator Biden is known for his 
eloquence. Since the convention 

runs from Monday to Thursday, 
they should schedule Biden’s 
speech for Tuesday. By the time 
he fi nishes, it will be time for 
closing ceremonies.

Both parties promise excit-
ing conventions this year. Inside 
sources say that in-fi ghting, par-
ty disunity and mass confusion 
should provide media fodder and 
entertainment that will put the 
Oscar’s to shame. Why would 
we expect more when we live in 


