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By Sam Bari
Town Administrator Bruce 

Keiser loves his job and he says 
he considers himself “one of 
the luckiest town administrators 
around.” 

He attributes much of his suc-
cess to a “very capable staff as 
well as a supportive Town Coun-
cil and the enthusiastic residents 
who volunteer their time and tal-
ents. They are all extremely help-
ful,” Keiser said. “And timing is 
always an important factor.”

Keiser came to Jamestown 
at a time when a number of lo-
cal projects were at loose ends. 
“My 30-years of experience has 
enabled me to understand the 
requirements of local govern-
ment and inspired me to foster 
comprehensive discussions. It is 
important that everyone under-
stands that their input is not only 
heard, but it is considered,” he 
said.

After listening to all of the 
input, responsible decisions can 
be made, Keiser said. By listen-
ing, putting priorities in order, 
and involving everybody in the 
process, Keiser said he has been 
able to generate support for his 
decisions and bring to fruition 
a number of projects that have 
beleaguered the town for a long 
time.

“If I were to leave tomorrow, 
for whatever reason, I would be 
most proud of getting majority 
support on the highway barn lo-
cation after the project had been 
subjected to so many years of de-
bate,” Keiser said. “We will see a 
tangible result from that decision 
in the next few months.” 

The town administrator would 
like to be remembered for build-
ing community consensus on di-
visive issues. That is important 
to him, he said.

Keiser feels that he was fortu-

nate to come into offi ce when the 
“Save the Farms” initiative was 
getting off the ground after years 
of planning by the town, the 
property owners, the land trust 
and the Department of Environ-
mental Management (DEM).

“That took the combined ef-
fort of a vast number of civic-
minded people dedicated to 
preserving the unique quality of 
Jamestown,” he said.

“Even when there are differ-
ences, the people in this town 
realize that their goals are still 
the same. That is just one of the 
things that makes this town so 
special,” Keiser said.

Besides making a priority of 
completing projects that he in-
herited, the town administrator 
has a vision for the direction the 
town must take in several areas 

to continue to enjoy success.
“All areas are of equal impor-

tance,” Keiser said. “We’ll start 
with fi nance.”

Keiser sees maintaining the 
town’s stable fi nancial condition 
and high bond rating as a must. 
He also believes minimizing 
tax rate increases, and looking 
for opportunities to increase ef-
fi ciency and reduce costs as im-
portant issues.

He said, “Exploring the de-
velopment of wind energy, en-
couraging town and school co-
operation and consolidation, 
and containing heath care and 
retirement costs are just as im-
portant.”

Maintaining and upgrading 
community infrastructure such 
as roads, sidewalks, town build-
ings, is of interest to the entire 

community, Keiser said.
“When those issues are in or-

der we can then concentrate on 
developing community assets,” 
the town administrator said. 
“We are doing that now with 
the downtown village improve-
ments, the Fort Getty Plan, and 
the North Road bike trail as well 
as the walking trails connected 
to Great Creek. And we will soon 
decide on the re-use or disposi-
tion of the Fort Wetherill high-
way barn,” Keiser said.

He and Mary Ellen, his wife of 
38 years, live in South Kingston, 
near the URI campus. They have 
three daughters who have grown 
and left the nest, but they return 
often to visit their parents. 

Keiser, 58, grew up in Potts-

ville, Pa. He met his wife while 
at Boston University where he 
earned a degree in political sci-
ence. The Keisers married in 
1971, and after graduating from 
BU, they moved to Virginia 
where Bruce was awarded a pub-
lic service fellowship from the 
U.S. Department of Education. 
There, he studied public admin-
istration in the graduate school 
program. 

In 1978, Keiser got his fi rst 
job with the Thomas Jefferson 
area United Fund in Virginia as 
the director of public relations. 
Two years later, he moved to 
South Kingstown with his grow-
ing family to work part time for 
the Bureau of Government Re-
search at the University of Rhode 
Island.

Keiser worked for the City of 
Pawtucket, in the Offi ce of Com-
munity Affairs and was later pro-
moted to assistant to the mayor, a 
position he held for two years.

In 1988, he moved on to take 
the job as director of government 
services for the RI Public Expen-
diture Council. He conducted re-
search and policy studies of state 
and local government tax pro-
grams. The Town of South Kings-
town hired Keiser as the director 
of administration in 1990, and he 
held that post for 16 years. 

In 2006, Keiser took the job 
with Jamestown as town admin-
istrator. 

Keiser is an avid cyclist and 
kayaker. He also enjoys yoga 
and has a strong interest in holis-
tic medicine. He plays golf, skis, 
and surfs. Recently, he and Mary 
Ellen have taken a keen interest 
in sailing, and have participated 
in the program at Sail Newport.

Town administrator ready for latest challenge
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CUSTOM DRAPERIES
ALL FABRICS

From Elegant to Casual
Reasonably Priced, Quality Work 

 Call Fran Costa at

508-264-8883
email: francosta9@aol.com

GLORIA C. DAHL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Real Estate Closings
• Refinances

• Wills

PO Box 475 • Jamestown, RI 02835

423-3700

14 Narragansett Ave
423-1490

Award Winning 
Conch Fritters and Crab Cakes

Paella & Polynesian Stir-Fry
Caribbean Beers, Cocktails

Sangria, Margaritas

“New Island Cuisine”
Drink & Dine Outside

While You Still Can!

Outdoor Patio & Tiki Bar

Lunch & Dinner
Tuesday - Sunday

Closed Mondays

Open
Labor Day 
Monday

11:30 ‘til 8

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday  •  12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport • 848-9200

www.bridgeliquors.com

Happy Labor 
Day Weekend!

Free Delivery • Quantity Discounts

We Are Open Monday on Labor Day

Specials
Margaritaville Tequilla 1.75s................................. $29.99

& We Have Flavors in Stock Also!
Jim Beam 1.75s.........................................................$22.99
Pinnacle Vodka 1.75s................................................$18.99
Torresella Pinot Grigio 1.5mls....................ONLY $12.99
Di Lupo Pinot Grigio 750 mls........................ONLY $9.99

Red Sox Wines in Stock While They Last
Many Wines 3 for $9.99 & 2 for $9.99

SUMMER Beers Available... OCTOBERFEST Arriving Daily
Please tell our Advertisers
You saw their messages 

in the Press! They’ll 
appreciate it 

and so will we.

Town Administrator Bruce Keiser takes a break from his office at Town Hall and relaxes in his back-
yard with his wife, Mary Ellen.             Photo by Sam Bari


