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ELLIS ENERGY CONSULTING
• Energy-Efficiency Consultations for Your Home •

• Energy Recovery Remodeling •
• Alternative Energy Solutions •

Home evaluation just $30
(C): (732) 713-4119 • Ryan D. Ellis • (O): (401) 619-2438

ellisenergyconsulting@gmail.com

85 Brown St. Wickford • 295-1601• Open 7 Days

Midnight Sun
on the Wharf

50% OFF
All Summer Clothes!

PPOO-030996

PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778
R E P LO G L E  G LO B E S  -  M e t a l  o r  Wo o d  Ba s e  •  Mo re !

16 West Main Street 
Wickford, RI 02852

 295-0081 • Open Daily
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I n f l at a b l e  To p o g ra p h i c a l  o r  Po l i t i c a l  G l o b e s

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS...

Paiva-Weed agreed with Long’s 
assessment. “Overall the e-mails I 
have received from my constitu-
ents support the EZ Pass program. 
There are, however, many unan-
swered questions about how the 
program is going to be implement-
ed.”

In order to ensure that these 
questions do not go unanswered, 
Long and Paiva Weed collaborated 
on a letter sent to RITBA Chair-
man David Darlington last week 
requesting that the implementation 
of the EZ Pass program be delayed 
until a number of community fo-
rums could be held. “Please give 
our citizens the opportunity to ask 
their questions and have input into 
the program’s roll out,” the letter 
read in part. 

The letter also identifi ed some 
of the more pressing questions 
area residents have raised such as: 
What will the impact be for local 
residents, especially the elderly or 
those on fi xed incomes? Why will 
tokens no longer be useful? Will 
residents need to pay for a tran-
sponder if they are infrequent us-
ers? How expensive will the tolls 
be for local residents if they do 
not have an EZ Pass? Will family 
members, health aides or other as-
sociates stop coming to Newport if 
Newporters can no longer provide 
them with tokens for the bridge?

Other questions not contained 
in the letter, but still of concern to 
residents according to Long and 
Paiva Weed include: How is the RI 
EZ Pass going to differ from other 
EZ Pass programs? Will residents 
who have EZ Passes from neigh-
boring states such as Massachu-
setts or Connecticut be able to use 
those passes here in RI? Will resi-
dents be able to trade a neighbor-
ing state’s EZ Pass in for a Rhode 
Island EZ Pass if those passes are 
not honored?

Long made a particular point 
of emphasizing his belief that the 
Pell Bridge toll should not carry 
the burden of supporting other lo-
cal bridges. “There are four bridg-
es that are being supported by 
the Pell toll: The Pell Bridge, the 
Jamestown Bridge, the Sakonnet 
River Bridge and the Mount Hope 
Bridge. This has to stop,” Long 
said. According to Long, residents 
are especially adverse to the Pell 
toll supporting the Mount Hope 
Bridge. “The Pell Bridge tolls 
ought to go toward supporting 
the Pell Bridge and not be used to 
support other bridges in the state,” 
Long said. 

Both Long and Paiva Weed 
agree that RITBA has been respon-
sive to their expressed concerns. 
“We have a positive relationship 
with RITBA and they are very re-
sponsive to our concerns,” Paiva 
Weed said.

In response to the letter sent by 
Long and Paiva Weed, RITBA Ex-
ecutive Director Buddy Croft an-
nounced on Tuesday that RITBA 
plans to hold a series of informa-
tional open houses to discuss the 
EZ Pass program. These forums 
will be available to the public and 
hosted by RITBA to answer ques-
tions and take input of the pro-
posed implementation of the EZ 
Pass system on the Pell Bridge, 
according to the press release. The 
forums will inform the public on 
what is proposed to date and there 
will be displays and staff on hand 
to demonstrate the equipment. 

Forum dates, times and loca-
tions are as follows: Saturday, Sept. 
6, from 9 a.m. to noon at the RIT-
BA Administrative Offi ce/Main-
tenance Facility in Jamestown; 
Monday, Sept. 8, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at the Colony House, Washington 
Square in Newport; Tuesday Sept. 
9, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the RITBA 
Administrative Offi ce/Mainte-
nance Facility in Jamestown.

EZ Pass
Continued from page 1

Islander’s book will 
offer tips on digital 
photo organization 

By Michaela Kennedy 
Sarah Bay Williams manages 

hundreds of thousands of digital 
photographs for one of the largest, 
historic collections in the world. 
She now offers advice to the ev-
eryday photographer on how to 
keep personal photos easily orga-
nized, accessible, and safe.

Williams, a Jamestown sum-
mer resident with family here 
that dates back generations, is an 
expert in digital media archiving. 
After securing a fi lm and media 
arts degree from Temple Univer-
sity, Williams went to work for the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences in Beverly Hills, Ca-
lif. Her friends knew she was the 
“digital girl” at the Academy, and 
started approaching her for tips on 
what to do with photographs that 
piled up in digital cameras and 
computers. 

Questions she received ranged 
from simple downloading of pic-
tures to frustration with appli-
cations that try to organize the 
material automatically. Williams 
soon realized there was a need for 
a straightforward, airtight way to 
organize pictures, without getting 
stuck in computer applications. 
“Ease of taking digital photos 
should not compromise the ability 
to enjoy them,” she says. “Pho-
tographs are a digital journal of 
your life. Keeping them organized 
makes sense.”

Williams is keen to educate the 
everyday photographer on how to 
simplify workfl ow and not lose 

photos. She considers original 
photo fi les “sacred” and likes to 
keep a log of every picture she 
uses. She can then reference when 
and where she sent images, from 
e-mail to posts online. “Storage is 
so cheap,” she adds. 

If you ask a librarian trained 
with distinct rules for archiving, 
“Nothing like that exists for digi-
tal,” Williams explains. All kinds 
of media are currently available 
for storage, such as compact 
discs, digital video discs, and 
hard drives. Professional photog-
raphers may opt for tape drives, 
known for their long archival sta-
bility. “The secret is keeping it (a 
digital collection) in more than 
one place.”

Williams found inspiration 
from Peter Krogh, a professional 
photographer who has helped to 
develop standards in digital man-
agement. After reading his publi-
cation, “The DAM Book: Digital 
Asset Management for Photog-
raphers,” Williams asked for his 
consultation in setting up a pro-
fessional system for digital asset 

overfl ow at the Academy in Los 
Angeles.  

Williams is now putting the 
fi nishing touches on her own book 
on how to manage digital media 
simply. The small paperback, due 
on bookstands in January 2009, 
will be convenient to carry and to 
be used as a quick reference for 
downloading pictures, accessing 
them, and all other steps in be-
tween. “This book is general to 
different kinds of computer users,” 
she explains. “It speaks to people 
who think in analog terms.”

Williams plans to publish her 
original photographs of James-
town in her upcoming book.

“It’s more like home than any 
other place,” she says about the 
island. She is even named after 
the body of water off the coast, 
with her middle name Bay. “It’s 
easier to say than Narragansett,” 
she laughs.

Williams led the creation of 
the communications photography 
department at the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
which included managing a team 
of photographers, editors and 
runners for events, including the 
Academy Awards. She now works 
in the photo archive of the Acad-
emy’s Margaret Herrick Library, 
long regarded as one of the most 
complete collections of fi lm-relat-
ed materials ever assembled. Wil-
liams also takes on new projects 
and enjoys consulting for personal 
collections of photographers. 

More information about Wil-
liams’ work can be found online 
at www.Oscars.org, and follow 
the link for the Margaret Herrick 
Library.

Showcase a life story with 
easy photo management

Sarah Bay Williams

The next book to be read by 
the book groups at the Jamestown 
library will be “Breakfast with 
Buddha,” by Roland Merullo.  

The book will be discussed 
on Monday evening, Sept. 15, at 
7 p.m. and Tuesday afternoon, 
Sept.16, at 1 p.m.

The review from Booklist 
says: “Veteran novelist Merullo 
continues the spiritual odyssey 
he began in Golfi ng with God 
(2005). Otto Ringling, a success-
ful New York editor and con-
tented family man, has been in a 
slump ever since his parents were 
killed in an automobile accident. 
To settle the estate, he and his 
loopy sister, Cecilia, must drive 
to the family homestead in North 
Dakota. Then Cecilia tells him 
she’s giving her half of the farm 
to her guru, the maroon-robed 
Volya Rinpoche, and that she 
wants Otto to drive him there. 
A grumbling Otto reluctantly 
agrees, mapping out a route that 
will take them along some of the 

Midwest’s most charming back 
roads, and treating the rotund 
monk to a taste of American fun, 
including a tour of the Hershey 
chocolate factory and a round of 
miniature golf. Volya proves to 
be such a jovial and serene com-
panion that Otto soon regains 
not only his peace of mind but 
also his joie de vivre. The skill-
ful Merullo, using the lightest of 
touches, slowly turns this low-
key comedy into a moving story 
of spiritual awakening.”

The Jamestown library runs 
two book discussions. The eve-
ning group meets on the third 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 
the afternoon group meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 
1p.m. Both groups are facilitated 
by library director, Judy Bell.

Upcoming books include 
“People of the Book: a Novel” by 
Geraldine Brooks, on Monday, 
Oct. 20 and Tuesday, Oct. 2.

The November book is “Three 
Cups Of Tea : One Man’s Mission 

To Promote Peace -- One School 
At A Time” by Greg Mortenson 
and David Oliver Relin. 

For more information, call 
the library at 423-7280. These 
books may be obtained through 
the Jamestown library by placing 
holds on one of the many copies 
in the state available through the 
Ocean State Libraries. Registra-
tion is not required. The meet-
ings are free and open to the 
public and new members are en-
couraged to join.

Book groups set fall reading schedule
Fall fun planned at Sept. 20 event

Scarecrow building, kids’ crafts, storytelling, local produce and 
artisans highlight the fourth annual Fall Family Festival hosted by 
the Preservation Society of Newport County at Green Animals To-
piary Garden in Portsmouth on Saturday, Sept. 20. The event will 
feature a full day of fun for the whole family.

Plenty of children’s activities are planned. Kids will be able to 
build their own scarecrows in the Scarecrow Factory. 

Local artisans will display some of their wares, including hand-
made jewelry. 

The fun begins at 10 a.m. and goes on all day, until closing at 5 
p.m.  Preservation Society members and all children under 6 enjoy 
free admission. General admission is $11 for adults, $4 for children 
6 to 17.


