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Deputy fire chief has spent two decades with department

By Sam Bari

Deputy Fire Chief Ken Glad-
ding has been with the department
for more than two decades. “I love
being a fireman. Once it gets in
your blood, you can’t quit,” Glad-
ding said.

Gladding, 42, is a Jamestown
native and has only lived outside
Jamestown for six years. “I guess
I had to go to Florida to meet my
wife, Fran. She was working at the
First Union Bank in Jacksonville.
We were introduced on a blind
date,” he explained about his years
away from the island. The Glad-
dings have now been married for
more than 20 years and have two
children.

“My friend Brian Bryer got
me interested in the fire depart-
ment when I was 16,” Gladding
said. “Joe Tiexiera was chief at the
time.” Gladding was active in the
department until he graduated from
high school, then he decided to go
to Florida to visit friends and end-
ed up staying. He learned auto me-
chanics by working on cars when
he was younger and convinced
the Jaguar dealership to hire him.
“Yeah, I was a Jaguar mechanic for
almost six years,” he said.

During his stay in Florida, he
married Fran and they had two
children before moving back to
Jamestown in 1992. They visited
the island while they were living
in Florida, and made plans to move
back as soon as they could. When
they returned, he was 23 years old,
and he rejoined the fire depart-
ment. He also went to work in the
family excavating business, which
he does to this day.
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Deputy Chief Ken Gladding participated in an all-company Thursday night drill with the Jamestown

Fire Department.

Gladding moved up through the
ranks starting as a firefighter. When
he was promoted to lieutenant, he
was put in charge of Engine 3.
When he made captain, his duties
included taking charge of the fire
department boat, Marine 1, in addi-
tion to commanding Engine 3.

“I’ve always enjoyed the boat,”
Gladding said. “We’ve saved a
lot of people from drowning with
that craft. Unfortunately, I’ve had
to work with the dive team to also
make some recoveries along the
way. I feel good though when I see
someone walking around that we
plucked out of the water,” he said.

“Especially when we’ve rescued
bridge jumpers and brought them
back to lead productive lives.”

Gladding said that the respon-
sibilities of a chief are less hands-
on than when he was operating the
boat or driving Engine 3. He said
that chiefs oversee the entire crew
whenever an incident occurs. Al-
though he didn’t say it directly, he
alluded to missing the days when
he was more involved with the ac-
tual work of putting out fires and
pulling people from the water.

The Jamestown Fire Depart-
ment has a good record, Gladding
said. In more than 20 years, they
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have only had one fatality where
a woman died in a fire before the
firefighters could get to her.

“I’'m proud to say that I was in-
volved in a few incidents where I
worked with EMTs to save lives.
One was my uncle. We had to
perform CPR on him before we
could get him to a hospital, and
that saved his life. Saving lives is
always a team effort. It’s rarely an
individual effort.”

Gladding has seen many chang-
es since he joined the department.
“Back then we only had 30 to 35
people,” he said. “Now I believe
we have 82. And we have quite a

few young volunteers that show
promise. It’s good to know that
these people will be experienced
and will be around to carry on the
traditions and duties of a proud and
accomplished department after the
veterans are gone.”

He said that the equipment has
vastly improved since he began his
career. The thermal imaging cam-
eras that allow firefighters to see
through smoke with zero visibility
were just recently developed. “We
can find fire in walls, as well as
electrical shorts,” Gladding said.

Gladding’s son, Matt, 18 is a
firefighter on Engine 1. His daugh-
ter, Libby, 19, was with the depart-
ment until she started at URI major-
ing in environmental science. Matt
was recently accepted to Johnson
and Wales University where he will
major in international business.

When he isn’t working with the
fire department or the family busi-
ness, Gladding enjoys his family,
boating, and playing golf with his
fire department friends.

“Every year the department
holds a golf tournament to raise
funds for the department and Save
the Bay. We also use the money for
a scholarship fund for our younger
members,” Gladding said.

Gladding also gives tours of the
fire station and encourages kids
who want to join the department.
“Every October we hold fire safety
week for kids,” he said. “We go to
the schools and talk to the students
about fire safety. I think that works,
otherwise the town would have
more incidents and possibly more
fatalities.

SHORES WATERFRONT COTTAGE
$1,325,000

Beautiful West Passage views delight you from this recently renovated waterfront home with soaring ceilings and oversized windows. Open and bright,
it has a kitchen with cherry cabinets, stainless-steel appliances and granite counter-tops that opens to the dining & living areas with access to a spa-
cious waterside deck. A lower level opens to the waterside, with beach stairs and mooring rights. A dock permit has been approved.

For more information or an appointment, please call Greer Beecroft, Listing Agent at 401-345-5755

SPARKLING SEASIDE STYLE
$2,400,000

BAYSIDE BEAUTY
$1,999,000

SHORES GEM
$699,500

Sweeping water views delight you from this 4,226
sq. ft. home with 75 ft. of beach front on the West
Passage. Onan 11, 625 sq. ft. lot, this striking four-
bedroom, four-bath home has an open floor plan,
living and family rooms with fireplace, master suite
with fireplace, and walk-out waterside lower level,
and mooring. A dock application is pending.

A sandy beach, panoramic water and
Newport Bridge views, a 117 foot dock with
two floating docks and a mooring and guest
apartment are only part of the delights at this
charming 2,077 sq. ft. home sitec% on about
.68 acres with 248 ft. of beach frontage on
the East Passage of Narragansett Bay.

Beautifully renovated, three-bedroom land-
scaped home is set on a lovely .39 acre site
close to the beach. Dramatic living room
with cathedral ceilings, granite-faced fire-
place, tastefully finished custom kitchen
with granite counters and new first floor
master suite.

BAYVIEW CONDOMINIUM
$599,500

Located across the street from the East Ferry
Marina, with water views from the deck, this
bright and spacious 1,420 sq. ft. two-bedroom,
two-bath unit also enjoys a living room with fire-
place, dining area, and well-sized kitchen.
Unique opportunity to own most affordable
condominium in the Bay View.

“WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE, ONE HOME AT A TIME”

REALTORS

Gloria Kurz, Principal

Greer Beecroft
Michelle Datoli
Maureen Dunn-Packer

Cort Facteau
Cathy Kennedy
Jackie Perrett

it

Mansions

EMANors.
The Personalized Real Estate Service
www.mmansionsmanors.com

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000

59 BELLEVUE AVENUE
NEwWPORT, RI 02840

401.848.5555




