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By Michaela Kennedy
Granting relief for a wetlands 

setback restriction was not an 
option Jamestown could afford, 
the Conservation Commission 
agreed at its Sep. 16 meeting. 

The commission reviewed the 
memorandum sent to the Plan-
ning Commission and the Zoning 
Board of Review regarding a de-
velopment plan in the Jamestown 
Shores Area. Commission mem-
bers agreed to send another re-
vised memo about the proposed 
development by John Hayes of 
Seaside Drive, reiterating their 
stand to uphold the ordinance. 

Conservation Commission-
er Carol Trocki explained that 
drainage had been addressed, 
but no changes to the wetland 
proximity were made. “All of the 
issues brought up in the memo 
about wetlands setback are still 
true,” Trocki said.  “You’re ask-
ing for something that is not ap-
propriate for the area.”

The new letter, based on re-
vised site plans submitted by 
Hayes, voiced the commission’s 
continued concerns about the 
wetlands setback. Trocki sug-
gested adding a sentence, “Iso-
lated wetland is important to the 
area’s hydrology.”

In a discussion about form-
based zoning, Commissioner 
Mark Baker made some sug-
gestions about how to approach 
SmartCode, the technical plan-
ning document being adopted by 
the town.  “I think there are con-
siderations we should take seri-
ously,” he said.

Baker suggested getting ad-
vice from someone with a zon-
ing background. He referred to 
the wetlands designation in the 
downtown area, and drew atten-
tion to places where increased 
density was proposed. “Now, it’s 
still in the draft stage,” he said of 
the planning template.  “Our pro-
active opportunity is now.”

In a review of the joint work-
shop with the Wind Energy Com-
mittee, Commissioner Cathy Ro-
heim said she was pleased to see 
wind committee members ad-
dress further information on bats 
in e-mails following the meeting. 
“There is additional information 
coming from the wind committee 
members themselves, so progress 
being made.”

Roheim suggested sending a 
follow-up thank you letter to the 
committee, saying the work ses-
sion was a constructive fi rst step 
for the conservation community. 
“This is a community that pays 
to protect, as a declaration of its 
support of, open space and wild-
life,” she said.

In an update of the Round 
Marsh restoration project, Trocki 
said that the pre-project monitor-
ing permit application was sub-
mitted to the Coastal Resources 
Management Council.  

In a continued discussion 
about private dock installations 
on the island, Commissioner Jen-
nifer Talancy reported CRMC’s 
opinion that the growing number 
of docks has no cumulative ef-
fect. 

Powell said propeller damage 

to eelgrass beds and erosion pat-
terns near the docks were only 
two items in a list of possible 
dangers resulting from cumula-
tive dock installations. The com-
mission agreed to continue scru-
tiny of the sprouting problem.

In an update of the right-of-
way path project at Hull Cove, 
Commissioner Patrick Driscoll 
has to submit an application to 
CRMC for an alteration of fresh-
water wetlands within a coastal 
buffer permit.

In a discussion about renewal 
plans for Fort Getty, Driscoll re-
ported that the master plan com-
mittee seemed “very interested” 
in a proposal from two James-
town residents of Fast Sailing 
Foundation, a competitive travel 
sailing team for kids. “There’s no 
real barrier. They said whatever 
they do would be compatible 
with the master plan,” Driscoll 
said of the sailors.

Driscoll suggested that Fort 
Getty’s master plan should be 
revisited and modifi ed, citing 
amendments that would include 
the sailing school and a possible 
wind turbine. The commission 
agreed to put the park on the 
agenda.

Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Council notices included:

• a cease and desist order 
to Duana Hodges of East Shore 
Road for failure to establish a 
coastal buffer zone.

• a violation notice to 
Daniel and Michol O’Leary of 
East Shore Road for failure to 
establish a coastal buffer zone.

Protection of environment is concern 
for the Conservation Commission 
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MORNEAU & MURPHY
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“The whole problem with the world is 
that fools and fanatics are always so 
certain of themselves, but wiser people 
so full of doubts.”

— Bertrand Russell
•••

Our leaders must embrace nuance, not 
reject it. Before actions are taken, critical 
analysis, such as that engaged in by a chess 
master, is a must. Opposing viewpoints 
must be sought out and evaluated in detail. 
The “law of unintended consequences” 
[one of the corollaries of Murphy’s Law]
must be thoroughly understood and its ef-
fects anticipated.

•••
Our supreme leader need not be a chess 
master, but must be wise enough to know 
that he/she needs such brilliance within the 
inner circle of advisors. One of President 
Lincoln’s great strengths was that he put 
into his cabinet the best thinkers available, 
even if they had been political opponents.

•••
A successful leader ultimately will be rec-
ognized as just and wise by the governed.  
And even by his/her enemies.

•••
“Knowledge is knowing the tomato is a 
fruit. Wisdom is knowing not to put one 
in a fruit salad.”
                                       — Miles Kington

New Englands #1 Source for:
• Service

• Sales

• Printers

• Copiers
• Fax Machines

401-438-6622
www.axionbt.com

30 Southwest Avenue • 423-0100 • www.jamestownwine.com

MIX & MATCH
WINE CASE

20% OFF

Showcase
VIDEO

Lottery • Cigars • ATM • Soda • Ice & More

Locally Owned • Community-Minded

28

WOODBRIDGE
1.5 ALL TYPES CASE

$65

FOLONARI FROM ITALY
1.5 ALL TYPES CASE

$60
SMOKING LOON

750 ALL TYPES CASE

$95
CRUZAN RUM

1.75ML
$1999

ABSOLUTE VODKA
750 MANGO & PEPPER

$10
SVEDKA VODKA

1.75ML
$1999

BOMBAY SAPHIRE
GIN 1.75ML
$3999

SEASONAL SUMMER
BEER 6 PACK

$499

Excludes Sale Items

$12 Mail-in Rebate

Mon-Thurs: 5:30 am-8 pm
Friday: 5:30 am-7 pm
Sat-Sun: 7 am-3 pm

36 Southwest Avenue
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835

T: (401) 560-0300  F: (401) 560-0301

 Exercise now for the health of it!
Personal Trainers by Appointment
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Gardner’s Wharf Seafood
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Where in World 
is the Jametown Press?
Judy and Winston Knight, with their children and grandchil-
dren, rested with the Press after artillery practice in Lyme 
Regis, Dorset, England.

Trattoria Simpatico will host an afternoon of live 
entertainment, hors d’oeuvres and a brunch buffet to 
benefi t Make-A-Wish Foundation of Rhode Island on 
Sunday, Oct. 19, from 12 to 5 p.m.  The famous Kitty 
Litter female impersonator and B.B. Hayes will auc-
tion some fabulous Rhode Island bachelors and bach-
elorettes.  

There will also be a live auction and great raffl e 
prizes. The afternoon will support the foundation 
while honoring the memory of a wonderful son, 
brother and friend, Joseph R. Sindoni.  

Tickets are $50 per person and can be purchased 
in advance by calling Evelyn Leddy at 524-8238 or 
at the door.  

Local restaurant fund-raiser benefi ts Make-A-Wish Foundation


