
Page 10 / October 9, 2008 / The Jamestown Press

their cell phones, IPods or toilet-
ries,” Smith said. “They were only 
allowed to go inside if they had to 
go to the bathroom.”

Parishioners and passers-by 
dropped off pizza, chicken and 
other food items, but the teens were 
forced to improvise to eat some of 
the food. “One of the parishioners 
dropped off a whole roasted chick-
en,” Smith said. “But, we did not 
have any plates or utensils so they 
had to fi gure out how to tear it apart 
and eat it with just their hands.”

Smith said in retrospect she 
should not have asked so many 
people to bring food for the kids to 
eat, but it was a good way to get the 
community involved.

“As the night went on, they 
actually had a decent amount to 
eat. Even the owners of the Vil-
lage Hearth brought over bread 
for them, but this particular night 
was more about homelessness than 
hunger.”

To make the situation more au-
thentic, a few of the youths made 
cardboard signs and walked Nar-
ragansett Avenue asking for dona-
tions. “A few people gave us dona-
tions, and one person even asked if 
we were going to buy beer with the 
money,” participant Greg Glomb 
said.

Although the teens agreed that 
they only got a small fi rst-hand 
taste of homelessness, it was 
enough to change their attitudes 
about the homeless.

“I honestly did not think about 
the homeless a lot before we did 
this, but now it’s different. I can’t 
imagine doing it night after night,” 
Glomb said. 

The hardest part, Glomb said, 
was waking up in the middle of the 
night and being cold. “I did not ex-
pect it to be as cold as it was,” he 
said. “I would defi nitely do it again 
though if it would help someone 
who is homeless.”

Waking up to the cold was when 
the reality of the situation began to 
sink in for most of the teens, Smith 
said. “It started out as an adventure 
for some of them. We used every 
single blanket people brought us, 
but when they had to wake up and 
get near the fi re to get warm or go 
inside to use the bathroom, they re-
ally started to think it was not so 
much fun anymore.”

Allison Smith, a North Kings-
town High School junior, had spent 
time in Washington, D.C. during a 
leadership conference doing some 
work with the homeless, but she 
said participating in this event so 
close to home had extra meaning 
for her.

“We always hear how lucky we 
are to be able to grow up in James-
town,” she said, “and homeless-
ness is not something we see here, 
but this really drove home to me 
how fortunate I am, that I can go 
home and feel safe and loved every 
day.”

The event did more than just 
soften a few teens’ hearts towards 
the problems of the homeless; it 
also raised money the group will 
donate to Lucy’s Hearth in Middle-
town and the Jonnycake Center. 
“We collected about $350 to $400 
in canned goods for the Jonnycake 
center and $350 in donations to go 
to Lucy’s Hearth, which the church 
matched,” Smith said. “We had so 
much more interest from the com-
munity than we could have hoped 
for. I would say it was a big suc-
cess.”

Tent City
Continued frrom page 1

While we waited for the in-
evitable phone call, we took him 
Jamestown Animal Clinic for shots 
and found out that he was already 
neutered, but no one at the clinic 
recognized him. As the days went 
by, and no owner surfaced, we 
became more and more attached 
to him, naming him Jacksonian 
Democracy, Jackson for short. He 
evolved from a slightly skittish, 
skinny adolescent to a slim, ath-
letic adult with a beautiful dense 
black coat and luminous golden-
green eyes. 

Jackson was a quick study; he 
came to the window of whatever 
room we were in and asked to be 
let in, even if it meant climbing 
up the tree to the bedroom. When 
I had surgery this summer and 
was relegated to the couch for six 
weeks, he would lie on my chest 
and purr, or stretch out on the back 
of the couch where he could look 
out the window and keep an eye 
on me at the same time. He loved 
to be petted, and never liked to 
eat dinner without having us rub 
his head fi rst. I have always been 
a dog person, but Jackson made a 
believer out of me. 

He continued to spend a lot of 
time outdoors, but last week, he 
was gone longer than usual, and 
when he made it home, he had 
been shot in the face with a shot-
gun. The doctors at the clinic here 
sent us to the Newport Animal 
Hospital, but there was no way to 

save him. So that’s the end of my 
story about the beautiful black cat 
who adopted us, but I’ll always 
wonder what happened and why, 
and I’ll always be grateful that he 
came and stayed, even for just a 
little while.

Sarah Wheaton
Jamestown

Project a success 
thanks to community

You may have taken a sec-
ond look as you drove by St. 
Matthew’s Church last Saturday 
evening with the fi re pits burning 
and cardboard “tents” scattered 
about the lawn.  

It was St. Matthews’ youth 
group’s “One Night Without a 
Home” project-the fi rst event, in 
a year-long initiative to help the 
hungry and homeless in Rhode 
Island.  

Armed with nothing but the 
clothes on their backs to offer 
protection from the elements, 
the youth (grades 7-11) were en-
tirely dependent upon the charity 
of others for food, blankets and 
shelter.

Thanks to the generosity of 
our community, the group not 
only survived their “one night 
of homelessness,” but they were 
able to raise more than $700 for 
Lucy’s Hearth and $300 worth 
of canned goods for the Johnny 
Cake Center.

Many thanks to the parishio-
ners of St. Matthews, friends and 

neighbors who stopped by, Adri-
enne Downing for supplying the 
cardboard, local merchants who 
supplied food and moral support 
(especially the Village Hearth 
Bakery) and to the Cook and 
Schnack families for rising ear-
ly to make the kids a wonderful 
pancake breakfast.   

While spending the night out-
side in a lovely, generous village 
doesn’t replicate the hardship 
of true homelessness, the par-
ticipants still learned a signifi -
cant lesson about hardship and 
the value of community sup-
port.  Thank you, Jamestown, for 
showing these kids how to lend a 
helping hand.

Fred Glomb, Christy
 Ferguson, Amy Smith,

and Shawn Mayers
Youth group leaders

Campaign signs are 
not welcome

It used to be that the local po-
litical parties had an understand-
ing that campaign signs were not 
good for the town – visual pollu-
tion, ect.. 

Apparently, times have changed. 
The then conventional wisdom was 
that those candidates who planted 
the signs lost the election.

I hope times haven’t changed 
that much.

Jerry McIntyre
Jamestown
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RCall 423-WATE
(9 2 8 3)

For details on increasing the yeild of your well

Well Works Servicing All Water Needs
License # 
WD/PI-57

WE DIG JAMESTOWN!!
Wells, Pumps & Filters
Installed & Repaired

Hydro-fracking
New & Existing Water Systems

Gardner’s Wharf Seafood

Live Lobsters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Shellfish
Retail • Located in Historic Wickford Village

170 Main St., Wickford, (next to town Dock) 401-295-4600
Monday - Saturday 9 am - 6 pm • Sunday 9 am - 5 pm
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Apples & 
Pumpkins 
are ripe!
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. . . . . . . . . . . .
915 MITCHELL’S LN, MIDDLETOWN

MARKET OPEN DAILY  8:30am-7pm

401.847.3912  /  sweetberryfarmri.com

Vegetables, Fruit,

Cut Flowers, 

Fresh Baked Goods,

Gourmet Meals,

Susanna’s Ice Cream,

Cory’s Kitchen Foods,

Breakfast Sandwiches

on Sat. & Sun.

................. . . .
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

. . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . .

301 Nooseneck Hill Road
Wyoming, Rhode Island 02898

Monday ~ Friday - 7am to 5pm
Saturday - 8am to 12pm

24 Hour Emergency Service

Professional Advice, Great Prices
and Easy Installation Kits for:

Well Pumps
Booster Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Everything you need for
your professional job

Water Filtration Systems
Supplies & Accessories

Est. 1985

Honey-Do

For the Do-It-Yourselfer

DIY Water Systems and Save!

Guaranteed Better

Prices than

Home Depot

1-800-767-8731

FLOOD FORD
NARRAGANSETT

Kevin P. Bourne
Sales & Leasing Consultant

[p] 401.515.2700  •  [c] 401.527.1954  •  [f]  401.515.0170
21 Woodruff Ave. Narragansett, RI • kbourne@floodauto.com

Tim Mayers, 15, found a mattress by the roadside to keep him off 
of the cold ground during the St. Matthew’s Church homeless-
ness awareness night.    Photo by Andrea von Hohenleiten

Delivered to every Island home and on the World Wide Web.
Put the Jamestown Press to work for you.

Call 423-3200 to advertise

The Jamestown Community Theatre will present 
Jon Peterson, Broadway and off-Broadway actor, sing-
er and dancer in a one-man premiere cabaret called, 
“Song Man, Dance Man.” 

The musical numbers will feature songs and dances 
originally performed by George M. Cohan, Gene Kel-
ly, Fred Astaire, Sammy Davis Jr., Charles Aznavour, 
and Anthony Newley. Peterson wrote the script for the 
show and this will be his offi cial opening venue.

Peterson has performed in many shows; most re-
cently, this summer, he was in one of the Goodspeed 
musicals in East Haddam, Conn. as the lead of the 
originally British and subsequently 1965 Broadway 

hit, “Half a Sixpence.” 
A native of London, Peterson became a veteran of 

numerous West End musicals. Credits include: “The 
Sound Of Music,” “Dames At Sea,” “Cats,” “A Chorus 
Line,” “Blitz!” and “She Loves Me.”

There will be two performances at the Jamestown 
Recreation Center on Saturday, Nov. 15, at 7:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday, Nov. 16, at 4 p.m. 

Tickets will go on sale Friday, Oct. 17, at Baker’s 
Pharmacy in Jamestown, Pleasant Surprise in Newport 
and other locations to be announced

Ticket prices will be $7 for seniors and children, 
and $12 for adults. 

Broadway performer to debut one-man show on island


