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Tomorrow the island’s  chil-
dren will be taking part in 
one of the oldest holidays 

still celebrated today, one of the 
most popular only to Christmas. 
Halloween is on Oct. 31, the 
last day of the Celtic calendar. 
According to Google, it was origi-
nally a pagan holiday, honoring 
the dead. It was referred to as All 
Hallows Eve and dates back over 
2,000 years. All Hallows Eve is 
the evening before All Saints Day, 
which is celebrated on Nov. 1. 

While there are many versions 
of the origins and old customs of 
Halloween, some remain consis-
tent by all accounts. Different cul-
tures view Halloween somewhat 
differently but traditional Hallow-
een practices remain the same.

Halloween culture can be traced 
back to the Druids, a Celtic culture 
in Ireland, Britain and Northern 
Europe. Its roots lay in the feast of 
Samhain, which was annually on 
Oct. 31 to honor the dead. Sam-
hain signifi es “summers end” or 
November. Samhain was a harvest 
festival with huge sacred bonfi res. 
Many of the practices involved in 
this celebration were fed on super-
stition.

The Celts believed the souls of 
the dead roamed the streets and vil-
lages at night. Since not all spirits 
were thought to be friendly, gifts 
and treats were left out to pacify 
the evil and ensure that next year’s 
crops would be plentiful. This cus-
tom evolved into trick-or-treating.

***
If you see a lobster walking up 

your driveway tomorrow, it could 
be Apple Jack, a Jack Russell ter-
rier. If the lobster is with a dino-
saur, that’s probably 5-year-old 
Tyler Messinger. Ten-year-old 
Marc Desvaux could be the base-
ball player at your door. Reece 
Bennett, 10, will fool everyone as 
a princess. Two 6-year-old super 
heroes will be policing the area, 
Rianna Dunne will be Supergirl 
and Hayden McNeil will appear as 
Batman.

WOOO!
***

Boy Scout Troop 1 will conduct 
its annual Scouting for Food drive 

Saturday beginning at 9 a.m.  All 
collections go to the food bank at 
St. Mark Church for distribution to 
needy island families.

Please contribute canned and 
boxed goods only. Needed are 
canned tuna, beef stews, tur-
key, chicken, ham, peanut but-
ter, canned fruits and vegetables, 
canned and dry beans, pasta, pasta 
sauce, rice and soups.

***
Kudos to two island educators 

who have been honored for excel-
lence in their profession. Judd Sil-
via, a special education teacher at 
the Wickford Middle School, was 
named teacher of the year by vot-
ers at the North Kingstown Wal-
Mart. Judd was presented with a 
$1,000 grant for his school and a 
$100 gift certifi cate to buy sup-
plies for his classroom

***
Islander Dan Hansen has been 

in Mobile, Ala. this past week for 
the USTA Junior Team Tennis na-
tional competition. Dan is on an 
under-14 team from the Interna-
tional Tennis Hall of Fame known 
as the Legends. Dan’s team is the 
fi rst under 14 team from Rhode Is-
land to capture the New England 
title. He is a sophomore at NKHS 
and is ranked in the top 10 in New 
England in his age group.

***
R.I.P. Payton Watson, a brave 

and wonderful young lady.
***

In the mood for some hot 
cakes? The boys and girls NKHS 
swim teams will hold a pancake 
breakfast fund-raiser at Applebees 
in the South County Commons 
Saturday morning from 8 to 10. 
Tickets are $5 per person and are 
available from Jamestown swim 
team members, Kendra Davis, Jes-
sica Rudman, Emmy Lutes, Bruce 
Page and Victor Lambert. They 

may also be purchased at the door. 
Questions? Call Jean Lambert at 
423-9239.

***
This poser from B.J. White-

house: My mother was a tailor and 
she sewed my new blue jeans.

***
Welcome Dick and Jane from 

the Potter League for Animals. 
They are 3-month-old brown kit-
tens adopted by islanders Ann 
Delmonico and her daughter Gil-
lian. Ann said they lost their cat 
1 1/2 years ago. “Our family now 
has a new sister and brother. It’s 
working out well, we’re enjoying 
them,” Ann said.

***
Who had the lead in the TV 

show “Highway Patrol?”
***

Last week’s poser from the 
Jamestown Community Theatre’s 
upcoming “Song Man, Dance 
Man” was correctly identifi ed as 
The Candy Man by John A. Mur-
phy, Barbara-Ann MacIntosh, 
Marlene Murphy and Betty Kind-
er. All agreed that the best version 
was sung by Sammy Davis, Jr.

***
Bob Kinder, replying to the 

question of what was Hellzapop-
pin, correctly said it was “a some-
what racy variety show starring 
Olson and Johnson in New York 
in the 1940s.” Right, lots of girls 
including Martha Raye.

***
According to an item in the 

URI Quadrangles magazine, is-
lander Arthur W. Manchester, a 
saxophonist, has released his fi rst 
recording at the age of 61. It’s 
called “Little Nights” and is full of 
Arthur’s originals. The article says 
the CD was a work in progress for 
two decades. The CD cover was 
designed by Newport’s Lakuna 
Productions. Arthur teaches at St. 
Michael’s Country Day School 
in Newport and at the Pennfi eld 
School in Portsmouth where he is 
the band director.

***
A Snapple cap moment: Pi-

geons have been trained by the 
U.S. Coast Guard to spot people 
lost at sea.

***
Be true!

***
Call in your stuff for this col-

umn to 423-0383 or 829-2760 or 
e-mail us at jtnwalrus@hotmail.
com 
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By Jim Munro

Two Names You Can Trust!

23 Brown Street • Wickford 294-4000, ext. 23
Jamestown Residence 423-0477

www.randallrealtors.com/patholtzmanPat Holtzman

South County Flooring
Carpet • Tile • Marble • Granite • Wood • Vinyl

ECO Friendly Floors Now Available!
We Have Stair Runners! FREE ESTIMATES

Next Day Service on In-stock Carpets
Try Us Once, Use Us For Life!

36 South County Commons Way • Wakefield • (401) 788-9400
Showroom Open: Mon. - Fri. 10 - 8 & Sat. 11 - 4

• First Time Buyers
• 97%, 95%, 90% Programs
• Construction/Remodeling
• Free Pre-approval
• Jumbo Loan Specialist

Bill Murphy
Senior Loan Officer

Your friend & neighbor in the mortgage business

401-207-1313 • 401-423-2993

All mortgages are offered through and processed by Citizens Mortgage Corporation (CMC), a subsidiary of
Citizens Bank of Rhode Island. CMC holds MA Mortgage License Nos. ML-1500 through ML-1508, ML-1784
and MA Mortgage Broker License Nos. MB-2012 through MB-2020, MB-2219; NH First Mortgage and Broker
License Nos. 5743-MB and 8878-MBB-BCH; NH Second Home Mortgage License Nos. 5748-MHL and 8879-
MHL-ADL. CMC is also a First Mortgage Lender/Broker and Second Mortgage Lender/Broker in CT, a licensed
Lender and Broker in RI, a ME Supervised Lender and VT Licensed Lender.

01/19/06

COMMERCIAL / LIGHT INDUSTRIAL / FLEX

Tired of the commute? Looking for LOCAL high 
quality light industrial buildings? Look no further...

DRY BRIDGE COMMERCE PARK
North Kingstown, just off routes 2 & 4.

LANDMARK REALTY GROUP
Stephanie Curci (401) 742-6698

Attractive sales 
& lease terms

• 2,500 - 7,500 + Units
• 3 Phase Electric
• Energy Efficient
• A/C Offices
• Loading Docks
• Loading Doors
• New Construction

Custom design your own 
build out... plus many 
more features! 736-2321

1 800 OIL HEAT
2579 S. County Trail, E.Greenwich, RI

Heating & Air Conditioning Services

Be a winner. Protect your 
heating oil price now!

We can support your home comfort 
needs better than any other oil 
company with pricing and payment 
plans that have no enrollment or 
sign up fees:
• Oil price ceiling protection plan
• Monthly SmartPay plan, and more!

Sign up today and get a 
$100 Credit!*

Save even more when 
you refer a friend!*

*Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Mark W. Ferranti, Realtor, GRI

One North Main Road

423-0900Stearns Farms, Inc.Since 1960

Winthrop B. Reed, Jr, Realtor, GRI
David S. Martin, President, Realtor

Open House
Sunday, November 2

12 to 2 p.m.

$550,000
15 Seafarer Court

A great property at a great 
price! Privacy, seclusion & 
quiet abound! Move right in 
— excellent condition. 3 br, 2 
1/2 bath contemporary. Fully 
mature trees, West Reach — 2 
acres. 2 car garage, beach rights. 
Many extras! Easy to show!

Election lesson
St. Michael’s School fifth-graders Scott Andrade of Newport, 
on left, and Finn O’Farrell of Jamestown, at right, explain 
the significance of the elephant and donkey symbols while 
learning about the United States electoral process.

Veterans group to meet Nov. 8
The Retired Enlisted Association will meet next on Sat-

urday, Nov. 8, at Brewski’s Restaurant, 10 Maple Ave., in 
Middletown.

The meeting will begin at 1 p.m. 


