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Town to review delivery of Emergency 
Medical Services to community
By Sam Bari

Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser said at the Oct. 27 Town 
Council meeting that one of the 
adopted Town Council goals is to 
conduct a review of the delivery of 
emergency medical services to the 
community. 

Consistent with this directive, 
the police chief, fi re and EMS of-
fi cials and the town administrator 
had several recent meetings to dis-
cuss local emergency medical ser-
vices. Based on their discussions, 
Keiser said, “I am proposing that 
the Town Council establish an ad-
hoc EMS Planning Committee to 
evaluate the level of EMS licensure 
appropriate to Jamestown needs.” 
He said the committee will also 
examine the current approach to 
service delivery and make recom-
mendations to enhance coordina-
tion, communications, training, and 
response-time capability.

Keiser said that members of the 
planning committee should include 
the police chief or a designee, the 
JEMS director, one JEMS member, 
the fi re chief or designee, a town 
resident, one Town Council mem-
ber and the town administrator.

Landfill closure
Engineers from GZA Geo Envi-

ronmental of Providence, the fi rm 
contracted to handle the closure of 
the landfi ll on North Main Road, 
fi elded questions from concerned 
residents living near the facility.

Town Engineer Michael Gray, 
with the help of GZA engineers, 
gave a detailed slide presentation of 
the Landfi ll Closure Plan prepared 
by GZA for the town. GZA engi-
neers Todd Greene, Ed Summerly, 
and Anthony Gomez then took the 
fl oor to respond to residents during 
the open forum.

Town Council President Julio 
DiGiando said that he wanted to 
give everyone the time needed to 
voice their concerns directly with 
the people who are handling the 
landfi ll closure, so he did not set a 
three-minute time limit. 

Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser said that the GZA represen-
tatives did a remarkable job, giving 
satisfactory answers and responses 

to all but a few of the questions that 
required statistics or information 
that was not readily available.

Electricity supplier
Keiser said that the Rhode Is-

land League of Cities and Towns 
re-solicited bids for bulk purchase 
of electricity on Monday, Oct. 20. 
He said that 11 suppliers submitted 

proposals. The league negotiated 
with the two most competitive bid-
ders and was able to secure a 3-year 
fi xed price commitment at $.0041 
per kwh. This rate is 24.1 percent 
lower than the standard offer price 
of $.124 per kwh, Keiser said.

Keiser said that the RI Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
ment is prepared to meet with the 
council to discuss the development 
of cumulative impact regulations. 
If the council agrees, the town will 
make this an agenda item for the 
Dec. 8 council meeting. 

Licenses and permits
Special Olympics RI, Inc. ap-

plied for an exhibition license with 
a vendors application to hold the 
annual Penguin Plunge at the town 
beach at Mackerel Cove Jan. 1, 
2009 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The council voted unanimously 
to approve the event after the town 
administrator negotiated a fee for 
town expenses with the host orga-
nization.

In another matter, State Repre-
sentative Bruce Long (R-James-
town/Middletown) wrote a letter 
to the Town Council voicing his 
concerns about the handling of the 
landfi ll closure.

The letter warned of closed 
landfi lls in other parts of the state 

that met DEM requirements and 
still polluted land and water years 
later. He also mentioned that only 
well water is available in the north 
end of the island where the landfi ll 
is located.

He asked the council to “err on 
the side of caution” concerning 
fractured bedrock that allows wa-
ter to travel in many directions for 
many miles.

Long said that the landfi ll must 
be constantly monitored and re-
paired to prevent cracking that can 
lead to rain water infi ltration and 
the spreading of pollutants. He 
urged the council to develop a clo-
sure plan that would consider the 
aforementioned issues.

Legislative update
The Jamestown Wind Energy 

Committee’s grant request was suc-
cessful and $30,000 will be award-
ed to the town to complete the wind 
study that is currently underway.

Representative Long, Senator 
Teresa Paiva-Weed (D-Jamestown/
Newport) and Wind Committee 
Chairman Don Wineberg met with 
the Offi ce of Energy Resources, 
as well as the Rhode Island Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
(RIEDC) to secure the grant.

Legislation passed last year that 
authorized RIEDC to administer 
the Energy Grant/loan program. 
The $30,000 check will be avail-
able to Jamestown in the next sev-
eral days.

E-ZPass applications are now 
available for individuals. The Turn-
pike and Bridge offi ce will be open 
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., and on Saturday from 8 
a.m. to noon to handle applications 
during the month of November. 
On-line sign up will also be avail-
able in December.

E-ZPass lanes are expected to be 
working by mid-to-late December. 
Long and Paiva-Weed asked for lo-
cal lanes to be installed in the early 
phase of the project.

Comprehensive Whole-House Remodeling

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder
RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

Open 

EVERYDAY!
PLENTY OF 

FREE PARKING

9 Ferry Wharf  •  Jamestown  •  423.0070  •  www.grapesandgourmet.com

T H I S   W E E K ’ S   S P E C I A L S
Svedka Vodka 1.75 Ltr $19.75
Jack Daniels Whiskey 750 ml $19.75
Meridian Chardonnay 750 ml 2 for $18
Kendal Jackson Sauv Blanc 750 ml 2 for $20
Cesari Pinot Grigio 1.5 Ltr 2 for $25
Bud, Bud Light, Coors Light, Miller Lite $14.50
Rolling Rock 18 Pack Cans

Your Friends at
Grapes & Gourmet thank you for your
service and offers a 10% discount

to all Active Duty and Veterans
of our Armed Forces.

Open Later Every Night to Serve Jamestown Better

7 FERRY WHARF

JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000 

59 BELLEVUE AVENUE

NEWPORT, RI 02840
401.848.5555

www.mansionsmanors.com

“WATER’S EDGE”

Gorgeous 6-lot, 32.69-acre property with a mix of meadow lands and
wooded areas is home to a 1750's farmhouse, enjoys deeded rights to
Cottrell Beach, is perfect for a family or equestrian compound or devel-
opment of 4 more homes. Offered as an estate “as is” for $3,950,000,
it may be purchased as a 15.24-acre parcel with the farmhouse and 3
lots for $2,550,000 or, a 17.45 acre parcel with 2 lots for $1,700,000.

ROCK HILL FARM

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE

Enjoy picturesque water and Newport Bridge views from this newly
renovated 3,700+/- sq. ft. four-bedroom, three and a half bath home.
On 3.52 acres, with 155 ft. of beach frontage, the home has an open
floor plan, walls of windows, two master suites, two fireplaces and an
observation tower. A dock application is in process and two moorings
are possible. $3,650,000

Commanding views of the marina, Harbor and Bay are enjoyed from
this early 1900's shingled 4,900 sq. ft. home with a gracious front
veranda, grand living room with  a coffered ceiling and  floor to ceil-
ing fieldstone fireplace, formal dining room with fireplace, large
kitchen/pantry area, study, spacious master suite with water views, five-
six additional guest bedrooms and three guest baths. $2,650,000

Spectacular sunrises, views of the Newport bridge and panoramic water
views are yours from this 3,958 sq. ft.  home located  barely 50 ft from
the water’s edge on 3.05 acres with 185 ft. of beach frontage on the East
Passage of Narragansett Bay,  a living room with floor to ceiling stone
fireplace, walk-out lower level with stone fireplace, recently renovated
dock, waterside deck and guest mooring. Approved architectural plans
and plans for a new six-bedroom ISDS are included. $3,950,000

EAST PASSAGE WATERFRONT RETREAT

Where in the World
is the Jamestown Press?
Ann Forcier took the Press to France and visited the island 
of Gavrinis in the Gulf of Morbihan, Brittany.  The photo was 
taken at the ferry dock.

“I am proposing that 
the Town Council establish 
an ad-hoc EMS Planning 

Committee to evaluate 
the level of EMS licensure 
appropriate to Jamestown 

needs.”
– Bruce Keiser


