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Gardner’s Wharf Seafood

Live Lobsters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Shellfish
Retail • Located in Historic Wickford Village

170 Main St., Wickford, (next to town Dock) 401-295-4600
Monday - Saturday 9 am - 6 pm • Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

Accident Forgiveness
Your rates wo’t go up just because of an accident. 
Get Allstate Your Choice Auto Insurance today.

(401) 294-1211

Milton Abrams
6828 Post Road
North Kingstown
MiltAbrams@allstate.com

For any Occasion...
Daily Meals, 

Dinner Parties, 
all of your

 Special Events

423.1484
Ask for Frenchie

Frenchie’s
Personal Chef

Rte. 2 N. Kingstown/Exeter
885-5510 • 294-2044

Flotsam
and 
Jetsam 

By Donna Drago

I think gardeners understand 
recycling more than any other 
demographic group. That’s not 
to say that no one else recycles, 
but gardeners have a more press-
ing interest to do it often and do 
it right.

We understand that returning 
nutrients to the earth is the way to 
get a better crop next year and the 
year after that. Last weekend, my 
husband and I cleaned up our pe-
rennial beds. I cut down the stems 
and he fed them through our light-
duty chipper, which turned an 
unsightly mess into neat bins of 
small particles. We then spread 
the chips back over the soil around 
the perennials—like a blanket for 
a long winter sleep. The garden 
is quite large, and when we were 
through chipping we had about 
two big garbage cans full of chips. 
We could have put them in bags to 
be put out with the trash—in fact 
that’s what most people do—but 
instead we found a way to incor-
porate them back into our own 
property for the good of the gar-
den.

In countries where gardening 
is a passion, recycling seems to be 
more of a focus than it is in other 
places. In England, where every-
body wants to be the next Ger-
trude Jekyll or Christopher Lloyd, 
many towns have “brown wheelie 
bins,” so people get to put their 
yard waste out for curbside pickup 
alongside their bottles and cans.

In the Netherlands, where they 
are passionate about their tulips 
and gardens, they have companies 
that go into to old landfi lls, sift out 
the long-buried bottles, cans and 
plastic items, and recycle them—
even decades after they were orig-
inally thrown away.

Jamestown has recently begun 
two initiatives to encourage more 
recycling—one is the offer of free 
lawn and leaf bags—that can be 
fi lled with yard waste and brought 
to the town’s transfer station. Even 
those who do not have a transfer 
station sticker can take advantage 
of this terrifi c offer. There are 
plenty of brown bags for island 
residents’ use—especially during 
this season of falling leaves. Call 
the Department of Public Works 
at 423-9806 to arrange to pick up 
these free bags.

The other initiative is the new 
electronics recycling center, also 
at the transfer station. This bin, 
which opened in October, accepts 
computers, printers, telephones, 
monitors and many other comput-
er accessories—all free of charge. 
There is a nominal fee of $10 for 
televisions up to 32-inches and 
$20 for larger, rear-projection and 
wood panel TVs. This is a pretty 
good bargain when you consider 
the alternatives like hauling ser-
vices, which cost considerably 
more.

Do you know that recycling 
is mandatory in Jamestown? Ac-

cording to the town’s website, not 
only is it mandatory, there is also a 
$50 fi ne for those who do not reg-
ularly recycle. I wonder, are there 
still people out there who are not 
recycling?

Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser told me that residents are 
responding very well to the new 
electronics recycling offer. This 
brings the town even closer to its 
goal of 30 to 35-percent total re-
cycling. Right now, Jamestown is 
at 23 percent. Keiser reminded me 
that recycling has a direct impact 
on taxpayers in that for every ton 
of trash that ends up in the landfi ll 
over the town’s cap, taxpayers are 
charged $60. “Recycling more can 
be a great savings for taxpayers,” 
Keiser said.

So, not only is it a good idea 
for the earth, recycling is a good 
idea for our collective wallet.

Additionally, the town is work-
ing on a calendar, which will give 
residents a day-by-day account of 
items that can be recycled. Look 
for it in the coming months.

There are so many ways we 
can all do more to make sure that 
our planet doesn’t become a giant 
dump.

When my kids were really lit-
tle, one of the fi rst “jobs” I ever 
gave them was to take items out 
to the recycling bin. Cans and jars 
fi t well in little hands and explain-
ing the importance of their task to 
them will make children life-long 
recyclers.

Start a compost bin where all 
the potato peelings, eggshells and 
coffee grounds can be returned 
back to the earth.  Even easier, 
throw the coffee grounds and veg-
etable trimmings directly on to 
the garden. They will eventually 
break down and provide organic 
materials to the soil.

Even before recycling, think-
ing about purchases—like paper 
products—can reduce a house-
hold’s waste. Remember dish-
cloths? Cloth napkins? Buy some 
in fun patterns and funky colors 
and you’ll never miss paper tow-
els or napkins, which are used 
once and end up in the trash. 

My personal goal is to see the 
size of garbage cans dramatically 
reduced and to see the green and 
blue bins grow to gigantic propor-
tions.

The town website has a long 
list of items that can and cannot 
be recycled. Take a look at www.
jamestownri.net/recycle.html to 
see if you and your family are re-
cycling every item that can be re-
used or repurposed.

Many simple ways to reduce waste

Fax Services available 
at the Jamestown Press

42 Narragansett Ave.

Chorus to add youthful voices to program
The Jamestown Community Chorus will present its “Fall Into Winter” 

program in two concerts, on Saturday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, 
Dec.14, at 3 p.m., at the Central Baptist Church, 99 Narragansett Ave., in 
Jamestown.

Advance tickets will be available after Nov. 24 at Baker’s Pharmacy, 
Jamestown Hardware, and the Secret Garden. Tickets will also be available 
at the door. Ticket prices are $10 for general admission and $7 for seniors. 

This year’s concert theme is “Fall Into Winter,” and the program will fea-
ture songs that trace the progress of the season, from “September Song” and 
“Autumn Leaves” to “The Landing of the Pilgrims.” Several Christmas sea-
son songs will round out the program, including “Let it Snow, Let it Snow, 
Let it Snow,” ending up with the rousing “Musicological Journey Through 
the Twelve Days of Christmas.” In all, there will be 22 musical numbers.

New to this season’s concert is the addition of a Youth Chorus, who will 
perform some selections on their own, and join the adult chorus for others.

A festive atmosphere is predicted! 
For more information, call 423-1574, or visit the chorus’ website at www.

jamestownri.com/chorus.


