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At St. Michael’s Country Day School  
success is everywhere: 

in the classrooms, on the playing fields, and  
at the end of the day among friends 

 

Come see for yourself 

180 Rhode Island Avenue, Newport 
To find out about the admission process, financial aid, and life at  

St. Michael’s, contact Admission Director Sally Jenkins at 849-5970, 
ext. 302 or email her at sjenkins@smcds.org 

 

Independent •Coed • Nondenominational                  
Preschool for three-year-olds through Grade Eight 

Visit our website at stmichaelscountryday.org—click on The Daily Mike 

Open House 
Saturday, November 15 • 10am—1pm 

Meet teachers • talk to parents • tour the campus 

aware of this. 
So, please be very careful with 

your pets and yourself when out-
side this autumn...we do not want 
to have any of us put in danger. 
The Humane Society of Jame-
stown will always promote the hu-
mane treatment of all animals that 
share our island.

Nancy Crawford, President
Humane Society of Jamestown

Town should keep 
valuable land

The editor of the Press had pre-
viously requested readers’ opin-
ions on what to do with the old 
highway barn.  On Monday, Oct 
20, Jamestown had the fi rst un-
publicized so–called ‘workshop’ 
on that subject.

As one of the fi rst persons to 

voice an opinion, I stated that the 
location is a jewel on the bay, 
that it must remain in our hands, 
that it should not be a burden on 
the taxpayers and that it should 
produce income for the town. To 
accomplish this, I suggested a tac-
tic similar to the one used by the 
US government at national parks 
which gives a 99-year lease to rep-
utable fi rms engaged in the tourist 
industry to rehab, manage and run 
the buildings and concessions in 
return for allowing them an equita-
ble profi t. To solve the often-cited 
ISDS problem, I suggested that we 
have suffi cient land located in the 
park on the 1.62 acres that DEM 
confi scated from the town in 1988, 
shown on the plat map as Newport 
Street.

A real workshop is supposed to 
solicit input from the citizenry. It 
became obvious that as soon as the 
fi rst suggestions were aired, that 
certain members of the Council 
were not interested in other peo-
ple’s ideas, none but their own.

Even the presentation was 

geared toward council members 
and not toward the people. The 
presenter addressed the Council 
with his back to the audience and 
without a microphone, making it 
diffi cult for the audience to hear.

Waiting in the wings was the 
real elephant in the room, Dr. Sul-
livan, head of RIDEM who wants 
to acquire it for an unspecifi ed 
amount, to expand their activi-
ties in a building that would em-
ploy four non-revenue producing 
personnel. This would of course 
be accomplished by using RI tax-
payer dollars (ours) from an empty 
treasury.

What can we expect in the 
way of compensation? Let history 
point the way. In 1980, Jamestown 
leased 20 waterfront acres on Bea-
vertail to DEM for 80 years for 
zero dollars. We should demand 
that the Council renegotiate that 
lease. In 1988, DEM unilater-
ally confi scated the northwestern 
boundary of Fort Wetherill Park, 
Newport Street, 1.62 acres for zero 
dollars, a crime that none of the 

council members, past or present 
have had the courage to address 
and to demand rent for Jamestown 
taxpayers.

A word to the Boat Owners As-
sociation: your agreement is with 
the town. If that property is sold 
to the state, they may promise you 
a sweetheart deal to allow you to 
stay there. But like so many of 
their broken promises to the Na-
tional Park Service, such as put-
ting the Harbor Entrance Control 
Post on the National Register of 
Historic Places and to turn it into a 
reception center at Beavertail, you 
can forget that promise. Besides, 
it would only take one lawsuit 
from an off-islander challenging 
Jamestown’s exclusive use of state 
property for berthing purposes, 
and you are history.

People pay $2,200 for a seven-
hour Saturday event to the Nar-
ragansett Towers with additional 
fees for tables and chairs ranging 
from $650 to $950. Local catering 
businesses provide food at addi-
tional cost. This shows how much 
ocean front property is sought af-
ter. Similar use here on the island 
can create income and jobs for 
many, instead of being a drain on 
RI taxpayers.

We must keep all of that prop-
erty and sell none of it. Oceanfront 
property in Jamestown is slowly 
disappearing, some into the hands 
of abutters like on High Street. We 
must not allow them or the state or 
a few council members who seem 
to be clueless as to how revenue is 
generated, to stand in the way of 
the wishes of the majority. Call-
ing that World War II traffi c in-
tensive staging area for mines and 
anti-submarine nets, still made up 
mostly of bricks, cement and steel, 
ecologically sensitive, is a tactic 
designed to keep others out. It is 
symptomatic of the hermit crab at-
titude, move into what others have 
created or bought and try anything 
to keep others out.

Personally, I believe that when 
the vote comes up to sell to DEM, 
read - abandon the site like New-
port Street or the 20 acres, that any 
member of the Council who has 
had any fi nancial or personal affi li-

ation with RIDEM should recuse 
themselves.

Frank Meyer
Jamestown

Thanks for 
balanced coverage

I wish to extend a sincere thank 
you to the Jamestown Press for the 
comprehensive and balanced cov-
erage it did for the now concluded 
local campaign season. Though 
my personal campaign for state 
senate was obviously not victori-
ous, I felt I was fairly treated and 
covered during what was an ex-
traordinarily busy local campaign 
season that coincided with the 
presidential race.

This paper ran several candi-
date profi les during the course of 
the campaign. They were com-
prehensive and balanced and gave 
the reader a solid insight into each 
candidate’s views and potential ap-
proach to the many challenges fac-
ing the state right now. The Press 
also did thorough and consistent 
reporting on numerous forums 
and panels featuring candidates 
throughout the campaign season.

At a time when the dominant 
statewide and other local newspa-
pers are reducing budgets, staffs 
and overall coverage of local com-
munity news, it is more important 
than ever that community news-
papers continue their commitment 
to covering and reporting on local 
elections and town government, 
both consistently and objectively. 
Papers like the Jamestown Press 
play a signifi cant role in our abil-
ity as individuals and families to 
understand and be properly in-
formed about our town and state 
in general. 

I am grateful to live in a com-
munity with a local paper which 
is mindful that all candidates who 
step forward are entitled to pro-
fessional treatment, courtesy, and 
competent coverage by their town 
newspaper. Hats off to the Press.

Donna Perry
Jamestown
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Thanksgiving 
Newspaper Deadlines

 

Here are the deadlines for the Thanksgiving issue:

 Display advertising: 5 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 20

 Classified advertising: 5 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21

 News items: Noon on Monday, Nov. 24

14 Narragansett Ave.  423-1490

Upcoming Events

Big Island Luau
Friday, Nov. 21

Polynesian Buffet and Acoustic 
Reggae Entertainment $15
Special Featured Tasting:

TY-KU Exotic Liquor

‘Bizarre’ Sale
9 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 22 
Staff Pre-Holiday ‘Bizarre’ Sale 
on the Patio. Like a yard sale, 

only more fun!
Complimentary Tropi-Grille 

Blend Coffee


