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progressed smoothly at the site. 
The barn is expected to be com-
pleted and ready for occupation 
in March 2009.

Jamestown takes center stage 
in state and national elections

The election started early 
in Jamestown when islanders 
bucked a 58 to 40 percent state-
wide Hillary Clinton voting 
trend during the presidential pri-
mary and voted 56 to 44 percent 
in favor of presidential-hopeful 
Barack Obama.

Jamestowners Deb Ruggiero 
and Donna Perry fi led in June for 
candidacy in the state General 
Assembly election. 

Perry sought the District 13 
senate seat held by Democrat 
incumbent Teresa Paiva Weed 
and Ruggerio squared off against 
28-year assembly veteran Bruce 
Long in the District 74 state rep-
resentative race.

Islander Jack Reed faced a 
nearly invisible opponent in his 
re-election campaign for the 
United States Senate seat.

When the dust settled, Weed 
held onto her seat and became the 
fi rst women ever to win a caucus 
endorsement as the president of 
the senate.

Ruggiero surprised long-term 
incumbent Long when she ousted 
him by a 54 to 46 percent margin 
in both Jamestown and Middle-
town.

Reed received a solid endorse-
ment from his fellow islanders, 
earning 74 percent of the Jame-
stown vote in his victory over 
Republican Bob Tingle.

David Swain 
waives extradition

Jamestowner David Swain ap-
peared in federal court in Provi-
dence on Jan. 25, and waived his 
right to fi ght extradition to the 
British Virgin Islands, where he 
had been criminally charged with 
the murder of his wife while on a 
scuba diving trip there in 1999.

Swain, 52, a former member 
of the Jamestown Town Coun-
cil, was extradited to the Virgin 
Islands on Feb. 13. Senior Mag-
istrate Judge Valerie Stevens 
ruled on July 17 that suffi cient 
evidence was presented during a 
preliminary inquiry for the case 
to go to trial.

A trial was expected to begin 
in October, but a judge delayed 
the start of the trial until Febru-
ary 2009 so Swain could raise 
money for his defense.

Swain will remain in custody 
in Her Majesty’s Prison, Balsam 
Ghut, Tortola until the start of 
the trial.

Newport man drowns 
off Fort Wetherill 

A day at Fort Wetherill turned 
deadly for 24-year-old Newport 
resident Derrick Cazard after 
he jumped from the cliffs at the 
southern end of the fort on June 
30.

Cazard was visiting the park 
with several friends when he 

jumped from the cliffs about 15 
feet into the water below.

After Cazard unsuccessfully 
attempted to scale the face of 
the cliffs, he swam into a crevice 
where friends and an onlooker 
tried to pull him from the wa-
ter, but the current overwhelmed 
him.

Heavy seas caused Jamestown 
and United States Coast Guard 
personnel to abandon the search 
at dark. The following day, just 
over 24 hours after he drowned, 
Cazard’s body was located just 
100 feet from where he entered 
the water.

Dutch Harbor Boat Yard 
changes hands

Fall brought a facelift to Dutch 
Harbor boat yard at the west end 
of Narragansett Avenue. Up-
graded moorings, including new 
equipment and ground tackle, 
and a new launch were installed 
by the yard’s new owners Alison 
and Larry Eichler. The Eichlers 
have kept the property a working 
boat yard.

The previous company run-
ning the boat yard went into re-
ceivership in May, causing the 
Town Council to debate the fu-
ture of the town-leased property. 
The town owns part of the prop-
erty that the boat yard occupies 
and leases it to the owners.

The town decided at a special 
meeting on May 30 not to par-
ticipate in the bidding process 
at the court-mandated auction 
scheduled for June 4. The auc-
tion was never held because pre-
vious owner Barbara Patterson 
came through with eleventh-hour 
fi nancing on June 2.

E-ZPass comes to
Newport Bridge

After almost a year in the mak-
ing, the fi rst cars passed through 
new E-ZPass Lanes at the Clai-
borne Pell Newport Bridge on 
Dec. 16.

The Rhode Island Turnpike 
and Bridge Authority awarded the 
contract to install the electronic 
tolling system on the bridge in 

September 2007, but residents of 
both Conanicut and Aquidneck 
islands had questions on how the 
implementation of the E-ZPass 
system would affect them.

RITBA held a series of public 
forums designed to answer ques-
tions about the new system and 
installation offi cially began on the 
lanes in October.

Anticipation of the new system 
began when the authority began 
taking applications for the tolling 
system’s transponders during the 
fi rst week in November.

Lines were long at RITBA’s 
Jamestown headquarters, as 
Rhode Island residents came out 
in droves to be among the fi rst us-
ers of the new system. 

Town nets $25K from
recycling efforts

The town of Jamestown’s focus 
on decreasing the town’s trash bill 
and increasing its recycling efforts 
in 2008 paid off in the form of a 
$24,800 check from the Rhode 
Island Resource Recovery Corpo-
ration in August. The amount was 
triple the funds the town received 
for recycling in 2007.

Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser said the increased recy-
cling paid dividends beyond the 
RIRRC check. By recycling the 
materials and sharing the profi ts 
with the state, Keiser said that 
$79,204.56 was actually added 
to the town’s bottom line because 
the premium for the tons over the 
town’s trash cap did not have to 
be paid.

Jamestown recycling rates were 
the eleventh highest of the 37 cit-
ies and towns in the state, with a 
rate of 23.28 percent. Middletown 
had the highest percentage rate 
with 34.33 percent of the town’s 
waste recycled, while the city of 
Providence was the lowest with a 
recycling rate of 10.51 percent.

Teen center opens,
gets new director

The island’s teens got a new 
home when the Jamestown Teen 
Center offi cially opened for busi-
ness at the Jamestown Recreation 
Center on Feb. 15.

The center took fi ve years 
from conception to completion, 
at times being run out of found-
ing coordinator Melissa Minto’s 
car.

The project was a community 
effort, with everything from con-
struction help to a television be-
ing donated from the local com-
munity.

Just six months after chris-
tening the new building, Minto 
handed over the reins of the bud-
ding center to Deb Tungett so 
she could pursue a graduate de-
gree in international agriculture 
and rural development at Cornell 
University.

Tungett, along with Recreation 
Director Bill Piva, have contin-
ued to develop and add programs 
to benefi t all island teens through 
the center.

Lifeguards fired from
Mackerel Cove

The beach at Mackerel Cove 
was closed temporarily on June 
26 after three lifeguards were 
fi red for consuming alcohol while 
on duty at the town beach.

Two female lifeguards left 
their post temporarily in a ve-
hicle and were pulled over by 
Jamestown police and discov-
ered to be under the infl uence of 
alcohol after the driver hit a curb 
and fl attened a tire. The third life-
guard remained at the beach, but 
was also discovered by police to 
have consumed alcohol while on 
duty at the beach.

The beach did not remain 
closed for long, as the three re-
maining lifeguards were able to 
staff the beach until Recreation 
Director Bill Piva had hired and 
trained three new guards within 
a week.

Charges were fi led against the 
lifeguard who drove a vehicle 
under the infl uence of alcohol, 
but no charges were fi led against 
the minors involved in the case.

Island named Sole 
Source Aquifer

Conanicut Island was desig-
nated as a Sole Source Aquifer 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency on Aug. 14 after a resi-
dent group petitioned the federal 
agency in hopes of protecting the 
island’s water supply. 

Doug Heath, from the EPA’s 
Boston offi ce, held a workshop 
in Jamestown on Feb. 13 to an-
swer residents’ questions about 
the specifi cs of what the designa-
tion would mean to the island.

The SSA was a hotly debated 
topic, with residents and town 
offi cials weighing in on whether 
the town needed federal interfer-
ence in island projects.

The Town Council voted 3 to 
1 in favor of supporting the peti-
tion on March 17, a week after 
the Conservation Commission 
gave their stamp of approval.
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Gift Certificates Available
FREE 401-782-2400 www.SeaMistRejuvenation.com

Dr. Louis V. Colavecchio
Medical Director

5 Ferry Wharf • Jamestown, RI 02835 • 423-1111

You’re busy . . .
Let us do your insurance 

shopping for you.

Home • Auto • Business • Marine 
Long Term Care • Life & Health

SERVICE, SELECTION, SATISFACTION SINCE 1980

Open Tues. - Sat. 9:30-5:30

Visit us at www.goldladyjewelers.com

Gold Lady Jewelers offers on-site, professional, 
speedy custom design & fabrication.

Need to
  Resize
 Redesign
 Restyle
 Repair
 Restore
Your Jewelry?

14 Narragansett Ave.  
423-1490

New Special
DINNER for 2
$20.09

Closed Mondays & Tuesdays
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Opening
Wednesday!
January 7 
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Dinner Wednesday 
thru Sunday
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