appy New Year! We hope
Hyou are looking forward

to the coming months
with cheerful anticipation. At the
historical society, the winter and
early spring are times for plan-
ning and organizing. We’re lin-
ing up colonial re-enactors to
participate in a Battery Day in
May, selecting the houses for our
annual house tour in September,
beginning work on the summer
exhibit in the museum, and plan-
ning our spring and summer pro-
grams.

Several articles about Jame-
stown history are in the works. A
photo essay about the old Jame-
stown Bridge — excerpted from
Sue Maden’s “The Jamestown
Bridge, 1940-2007: Concept to
Demolition” — will appear in
the next issue of “Newport His-
tory.” The spring 2009 issue of
“Newport History” will feature
an article — also by Sue — on
Dr. Bates Sanitarium, which op-
erated in Jamestown from 1900
to 1944, and a photo essay by
Jim Buttrick on Charles L. Bev-
ins, the architect who designed
Horsehead and more than 40
other homes in Jamestown in the
1890s. We’re working on articles
for the Jamestown Press about
the lighthouse keepers on Dutch
Island and researching ‘“what
might have been” stories about
developments in Jamestown that
never went beyond the drawing
board.

The Town Council has asked
JHS for comments and recom-
mendations on a recent request
that the town establish a local
historic district. While the JHS
Board hasn’t had a chance to
discuss the request yet, we have
collected information about local
historic district zoning that we
want to share.

Historic District Zoning

Historic district zoning isn’t
a new idea in Jamestown. Jame-
stown’s current Comprehensive
Plan contains the goal “to protect
and preserve all significant his-
torical and cultural resources.”
Further detail is provided in a
policy that states, “Consider the
establishment of historic dis-
tricts in Jamestown. . .” The
Jamestowners who participated
in the vision project in October

Jamestown Historical
Society News

By Rosemary Enright

2007 agreed that preserving the
rural and historic characteristics
of Jamestown continues to be
of prime importance. One of the
recommendations in the Jame-
stown Vision Charrette Report
was “Consider establishing one
or multiple historic districts, pos-
sibly voluntary, which would
give an additional measure of
protection to the village’s historic
architectural resources.”

Over the past several years,
JHS has co-sponsored two pro-
grams at which a representative
of the Rhode Island Historical
Preservation & Heritage Com-
mission explained what a historic
district is, its advantages and dis-
advantages, and how and why it
may be established.

What a Historic District Is

A historic district is a special
zoning area created by a town
to help save historic buildings
and to preserve a special sense
of time and place. The town then
monitors and guides construction
activity in the designated historic
areas.

In order to establish a local
historic district in Jamestown,
the Town Council must pass an
ordinance to establish a historic
district commission and to iden-
tify at least one area for designa-
tion as a historic district zone.
Other historic districts may be
added later and multiple historic
districts — ranging in size from
one building to the whole town
— may be identified in one ordi-
nance. The historic district com-
mission then develops written
standards and procedures that
govern what principles it applies
and how it applies them.

The federal government iden-
tifies general rules that should
guide historic rehabilitation and
historic commission evaluations

Hospital offers baby massage classes

Women and Infants hospital is offering a class to help parents learn
simple massage techniques that will sooth their baby, create a stronger
bond, reduce indigestion, relieve stress and help a baby to relax.

Taught by a licensed massage therapist, this class is a must for new

parents and grandparents.

Classes are held from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the Women & Infants’ Medi-
cal Office Buildings in East Greenwich, on Fridays on Jan. 23 and Feb.
27, and South Kingstown, on Thursdays on Jan. 22 and Feb. 12.

The cost is $30 per family. For more information, call 401-276-7800.

OCEAN [EssENCE SPa
& THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

NOW OPEN!

Make a commitment to your
well-being in the new year!

Kimberly Gregorzek § Associates

42% .98%0

1238 Narragansett Ave.

in the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation.
These can be found online at the
National Parks Service site www.
nps.gov. Many local historic dis-
trict commissions adopt these
standards as their own. However,
a historic district commission has
the option of defining its own
standards as long as these stan-
dards are uniformly applied in
accordance with defined proce-
dures.

How It Works

Once the historic district com-
mission is operational, the appli-
cation for a building permit puts
the review process in motion. If
the property is located in a his-
toric district, the building official
forwards the permit application
to the local historic district com-
mission. The commission reviews
and must approve new construc-
tion and any exterior alterations
to buildings within the area spec-
ified in the historic district ordi-
nance. It doesn’t have any control
over interior changes. The com-
mission also doesn’t regulate the
use of a building — that’s deter-
mined by the zoning ordinance.

The purpose of the review is to
ensure that the historic character
of the buildings is maintained as
best as possible when necessary
changes are made.

After adjustments, if any are
needed, the application is ap-
proved and returned to the build-
ing official who may then issue a
building permit. Decisions of the
local historic district commission
are binding for the building offi-
cial, but may be appealed to the
local zoning board. The zoning
board’s decision may be appealed
in the state courts. The historic
district designation doesn’t affect
this process.

Local Historic Districts
in Rhode Island

The following 15 Rhode Island
communities have local historic
district zoning: Bristol, Cran-
ston, Cumberland, East Green-
wich, Glocester, Hopkinton,
New Shoreham, Newport, North
Kingstown, North Providence,
North Smithfield, Pawtucket,
Providence, South Kingstown,
and Warwick.
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WINTER HOURS

MonN. - Tau. 9 A.M. - 8 P.M.
Fri. & SaT. 9 A.M. - 9 P.M.
Sunpay 12 - 6 p.m.

VIDEO Showcase
Lottery * Cigars * ATM ¢ Soda ¢ Ice & More

SUPER SAVINGS!
ArLL WINE

200 /0 MIX & MATCH

CASE DISCOUNT
Locally Owned ¢ Community-Minded

* Excludes Sale Items
30 Southwest Avenue * 423-0100 * www.jamestownwine.com

©

JAMESTOWN

& SPIRITS

% J.H. BREAKELL & Co.

WINTER SALE
January 4-20
L {

20%

OFF SILVER A
0] y
10%
OFF GOLD

Sale does not include Snowflake Ornaments
Discount is for new purchases only.

128 SPRING SREET, NEWPORT, RI 02840
MON. — SAT. 9-5, SUN. 12-5 | 849.0195 | WWW.BREAKELL.COM

H.V. HOLLAND, INC.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTORS

2 HAMMETT COURT, P.0. BOX 335
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835
(401) 423-0614 « FAX (401) 423-0619

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane. ™

Simply the best!

TOYOTA

2 NEWPORT

www.toyotaofnewport.com

e-mail: sales@toyotaofnewport.com

Don’t let these tokens keep you from the
best deal on a new or used Toyota.

&P TOYOTA

moving forward »

Phone 847-1144 » Fax 847-4559
285 East Main Rd., Middletown

LUBE, OIL & FILTER - $24.95
For Toyota only (with this ad)

While you wait! Regular Price $27.95
Only at Toyota of Newport.

NEW & USED CAR SALES & SERVICE
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 am-8 pm
Fri. & Sat. 7:30 am-6 pm




