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fi xed budget increases.
“We’re still kind of up in the air 

(with the town’s budget),” Keiser 
said. “But if the governor’s budget 
gets approved, Jamestown schools 
will receive the same amount of 
money next year as they do in 
the current year.” The town’s pro-
posed budget will not need to be 
changed to stay in balance if the 
state budget is approved by the 
General Assembly.

Governor Carcieri proposed 
a $7.6 billion state budget, but it 
relies heavily on federal stimu-
lus funds and the state house and 
Rhode Island mayors are wor-
ried this will create problems in 
a few once the stimulus money 
is gone. Keiser said several may-
ors are challenging the legality of 
Carcieri’s use of federal stimulus 
money. 

Looking at the long term and 
planning for the future after fed-
eral stimulus money is gone, Keis-
er said successful budgets will be 
realistic if the town evaluates per-
sonnel costs, specifi cally health 
benefi t expenditures. He said new 
legislation could require a fi xed 
percentage co-pay for health in-
surance to all state employees.

The next budget workshop 
will be at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
March 30, to review and discuss 
the town’s operating budget for 
the fi scal year of 2009/2010. On 
Tuesday, March 31, at 6:30 p.m. 
there will be another budget work 
session for the council and public 
to review and discuss the school’s 
proposed budget.

Several teachers and parents, 
representing the Lawn School 

Improvement Team and the Jame-
stown Education Foundation, 
voiced their appreciation for the 
town council’s past support of 
Jamestown schools and asked 
them to approve the 2009/2010 
school budget as it stands. They 
were especially concerned about 
possible cuts to student services or 
programs.

“I don’t consider these pro-
grams expendable,” said Maureen 
Ryall, a pediatrician and parent to 
Jamestown school students. “The 
arts and foreign language are a 
must.”

Well Sampling Survey
Keiser and Town Engineer 

Michael Gray met with the state 
Department of Environmental 
Management on March 13 for fol-
low up discussion regarding a well 
sampling survey in the Jamestown 
Shores area.

They hope to gain insight into 
the long-term sustainability of 
ground water in the area by com-
paring results from a similar sur-
vey they conducted in 1997 with 
the data they plan to collect. If wa-
ter quality degradation is evident, 
they will then look into mitigating 
with more water restrictions. 

Keiser said there is money 
available through DEM to collect 
the well water samples.

Ft. Getty Master Plan
Currently the town awaits com-

munication with the Coastal Re-
sources Management Council on 
how to continue renovation plans 
at Ft. Getty with minimal addi-
tional intrusion in the Sheffi eld 
Cove area.

The Conservation Commission 
and the Audubon Society have ex-
pressed opposition to the proposed 
dredging.

FAST Sailing Lease
Town Solicitor Peter Ruggiero 

prepared a draft lease between the 
town and the FAST Sailing Foun-
dation for the development and 
operation of a sailing center at Ft. 
Getty.

FAST will cover all construc-
tion costs to the building and to 
transfer of ownership to the town. 
The town will have full use of the 
facility during July and August 
and the winter months for recre-
ational activities. FAST has prior-
ity use from March through June 
and September to November, but 
the town will be able to use the fa-
cility during the week and when-
ever it isn’t in use by the sailing 

school
The proposed site for the build-

ing covers a large land area at Ft. 
Getty and would not displace any 
campers or affect any current boat-
ing activity.

“This is a huge area for the 
town to be giving up,” Council-
woman Barbara Szepatowski said. 
“We need more information about 
how much land it is, what their 
plans are for that size of property 
and what kind of restrictions will 
apply if we’re giving up this area 
for 10 years.”

Fair Housing
Councilwoman Szepatowski 

said the town needs to make a de-
cision on how to handle the build-
ing next to the fi re station. She said 
the last tenants rented through af-
fordable housing and people were 
already calling about it.

“It makes a ton of sense to con-
tinue to use it as affordable hous-
ing,” Council President Julio Di-
Giando said. He added they would 
consider the issue at a later date.

The council adopted a reso-
lution proclaiming April as Fair 
Housing Month. Under the policy, 
the town must implement pro-
grams for equal opportunity in 
housing.

Stimulus funding for green 
infrastructure projects

The DEM requested all Rhode 
Island towns and cities submit a 
list of potential green infrastruc-
ture, water or energy effi ciency, 
or other environmentally innova-
tive projects for access to money 
awarded by the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act (the 
Stimulus Bill). 

Eligible projects must be sched-
uled to start construction before 
Feb. 17, 2010, and the cost must 
exceed $300,000. 

Keiser said he doesn’t think 
there are any immediate projects 
that can make use of these funds.

Permits and petitions
The council approved a one-day 

peddler permit for Lisa Kasabian 
and Nordic Design at the Portu-
guese Citizen’s Club on Narragan-
sett Avenue on March 22 from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m.

The council voted and approved 
a petition for Verizon Communi-
cations and the Narragansett Elec-
tric Company to relocate one joint 
pole by 24 feet on Elm Street in 
order to provide service to a new 
home. 
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Visiting Nurse Services
of Newport & Bristol Counties

1184 East Main Rd., Portsmouth, RI • 21 Chapel St., Newport, RI
1162 GAR Highway, Swansea, MA
1.800.456.1195     www.vnsri.com

Visiting Nurse Services
of Newport & Bristol Counties

PUBLIC NOTICE
Visiting Nurse Services Ambulatory Clinic will close March 31, 2009.
We have been honored to provide Title X Family Planning since 1971
and Women’s Cancer Screening and Anonymous HIV screening
since 1994 at our Newport location at 21 Chapel Street.  As we move
into our 60th year, VNS has recognized that we can best serve the
community by focusing on our core mission of Home Care, Hospice
and Community Health in our three locations in Newport and
Portsmouth, Rhode Island and in Swansea, Massachusetts.  

Access to quality healthcare for all of our patients is critically
important to Visiting Nurse Services of Newport & Bristol Counties.
We will help each of our patients transition to new providers.  Title
X Family Planning Providers throughout the state are posted at
http://www.health.ri.gov/familyplanning/pdf/fp-ageny.pdf
Referrals to The Rhode Island Department of Health’s Women’s
Cancer Screening providers can be made directly by calling
(401) 222-4324.  

Please call (401) 849-2101 with any questions.
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New Customers! Sign up for a  
budget program by May 15th  
and receive $20.00 in chamber 
checks to spend at community 
shops and restaurants. 
Support Your Local Community.
Island Energy 
Resident Owned And Operated 
Chamber checks offer good for new customers only

Budget Program 
Available
Call For Details and a 
Free Budget Quote

423-2221 
Call Now

For every $100 spent at a locally owned business,  
$45 stays here in the local economy, creating jobs 
and expanding the county and town’s tax base.  
For every $100 spent at a national chain or franchise  
store, only $14 remains in the community. 

The only on Island Oil Company
ISLAND ENERGY, CO.

Stay Connected! Advertise in the

2009 Telephone Directory
2009 Jamestown Telephone Directory will be mailed 

to every postal patron on the island this spring.

Advertising Deadline: 
Friday, April 10

Call 423-3200 NOW to Advertise!

E-mail your advertisement to: production@JamestownPress.com

   

The Jamestown Telephone Directory is published by the 
Jamestown Women’s Club and the Jamestown Press


