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Hitting the high notes in assisted living

Beautiful surroundings, extraordinary staft delivering
superb support and health services, delicious meals,
abundant social opportunities — everything to make

a move to The Seasons the best move you've ever made.

Tie P

easons

EAST GREENWICH
WWW.theseasons.org

Contact MSfOT a p?’i\)ﬂtﬁ tour.

884-9099
Five Saint Elizabeth Way
East Greenwich, RI
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Prize winner
Jamestown resident Diane Harrison won first prize in photography in the Newport Art Museum’s

H.V. HOLLAND, INC.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTORS

2 HAMMETT COURT, P.0. BOX 335
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835
(401) 423-0614 « FAX (401) 423-0619

It's Hard To Stop A Trane. ™
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annual juried exhibition. Her winning panoramic photograph, “The Departure, Part 1”, was taken
last summer at Potter Cove. The show runs through Monday, May 25.

Photo by Diane Harrison

Shack

Continued from page 1

outside the building, he said.

After hearing back-and-forth
discussion between Jamestown
residents and Liberati, Committee
Vice Chairman Mark Swistak out-
lined a few conditions.

There will be a review of the rec-
ommendation for the shack in one
year; operating hours will be 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m., with 30 minutes prepara-
tion before opening and 30 minutes
cleanup after closing; no additional
seating beyond a few tables at the
shack; no cooking or external ma-
chinery; no signs except for one on
the side of the building; and no ex-
ternal music.

“I’m trying to look at the unin-
tended consequences that we might
end up regretting,” said committee
member Nancy Bennett, who en-

dorsed restrictions.

After the meeting, Swistak said
he is confident the town will be able
to maintain control of the lunch
shack and any of the restrictions the
town chooses to apply. “It becomes
an issue of enforcement,” he said.
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2009 Jamestown Telephone Directory will be mailed
to every postal patron on the island this spring.

Advertising Deadline:

Friday, April 10

Call 423-3200 NOW to Advertise!

E-mail your advertisement to: production@]JamestownPress.com

Parking was the largest concern
of area residents, many of whom
said parked cars in the past have
blocked fire hydrants and impeded
emergency services vehicles, whose
large size make turning around dif-
ficult on a crowded street.

West Ferry resident Mary Bren-
nan and her husband, William
“Bucky” Brennan, showed pic-
tures of car-crowded streets. Mrs.
Brennan said the street was already
crowded before the lunch room,
and such an attraction would likely
bring more cars.

“I’m very, very concerned about
the additional cars being gener-
ated,” she said. “We really don’t
want the introduction of more traf-
fic down there.”

Liberati insisted the planners
have no intention of making the
lunch shack a tourist destination.
Committee member Barry Holland
said the lack of advertising and
publicity will likely keep it a small
operation.

“I have a little trouble believing
that it’s going to be that attractive,”
he said. “Why would anybody want
to be down there unless they were
going to be down there in the first
place?” He said boaters already
have to park a long way down
the street to walk to their boat; in-
creased traffic is unlikely.

Even residents who liked the
idea of being able to buy food for
an afternoon of sailing said the ex-
tra traffic will be a problem.

“How much fun is it to come up
there and just watch what’s going
on?” said Kate Smith, a resident of
West Ferry. Smith said she owns
a sailboat and admitted she would
appreciate being able to buy food
close to the harbor. But, she said the
attractiveness of Dutch Harbor will
bring more people and cars.

Several other residents ex-

pressed concern over a spike in
tourism; families with children
could spend a few hours watching
boats, and large crowds could pol-
lute the shore.

Liberati said large crowds prob-
ably won’t be an issue, because his
son has no intention to advertise the
lunch shack and will only have one
sign for it—the one on the side of
the building—and Swistak includ-
ed that in his list of conditions.

Liberati further tried to reassure
the residents by saying the four
or five tables the shack will have
should also limit the size of the
crowd it can accommodate. But,
Spencer Potter said he was “unal-
terably opposed” to the idea of a
lunch shack.

Residents also expressed wor-
ries about other issues, like trash
and “becoming a destination.” Pot-
ter said the idea of a shack may be
a small operation now, but it is the
“nose of the camel under the tent,”
and said it will disturb a quiet,
peaceful community, and a lunch
shack would poorly serve the com-
munity.

Liberati said the shack planners
voluntarily acquired a larger trash
receptacle because they noticed
trash was overflowing and looking
bad, and pointed out that they con-
ceded to shorter operating hours.
The commission said the original
proposed hours were 8§ am. to 8
p.m., and the planners agreed to
closing at 6 p.m.

Liberati said the first season of
the shack, which could be this sum-
mer, will be a testing phase to see if
the operation is even profitable.

After the meeting, Liberati said
the restrictions are reasonable.

“I think we can live with them,”
he said. “This is a brand new prop-
erty, so we really don’t know what
the future will bring.”
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GRANITE & STONE

Naturally Elegant and
Surprisingly Affordable!

Tuition
Continued from page 1
200 students a year to NKHS and
pays a tuition based on a formula
agreed to in 2001 and updated in
2003.

The formula is calculated by a
combination of three factors; the per
pupil expense at the high school,
bonding costs related to the school
and indirect costs relating to admin-
istrative expenses. The per pupil
cost is figured by taking the total
general education costs for edu-
cating students at the high school,
subtracting transportation expenses,
which Jamestown pays directly, and
grants and school lunch funds and
dividing by the number of students
enrolled in the program.

The same formula is used to
set tuition rates for special educa-
tion and English Second Language
students. Jamestown is billed per
service for students enrolled in the
general education program, but who
receive special education services,
such as speech or reading instruc-
tion.

Two points raised most often
by North Kingstown residents who
feel Jamestown is not paying its
share involve the impression that
Jamestown is paying tuition based
on an outdated number and that
Jamestown did not regionalize with
North Kingstown to increase the
bond rebate from the state.

“The building and the land are
not our asset. If, when the current
contract expires and North Kings-
town chooses not to renew it, we
walk away with nothing,” Jame-

stown School Committee chair-
woman Cathy Kaiser said.

Former Jamestown School Com-
mittee member Sirje Carl, who was
the committee’s chairwoman at
the time of the 2001 contract, said
Jamestown was not asked to partici-
pate in the bond issue nor to region-
alize with North Kingstown. “Even
if we had, I am not sure it would
have been legal,” she said. “It is not
as easy as it sounds to regionalize a
school district, especially when we
do not have a binding vote on their
school committee. Their citizen’s
voted on the bond issue. We can’t
vote in North Kingstown.”

North Kingstown Director of
Administrative Services Ned Drap-
er suggested an effective method
might be for Jamestown to pay a
portion of capital improvements
necessary to maintain the building
during its life cycle, such as needing
a new roof.

There has also been some ques-
tion of whether Jamestown pays tu-
ition based on a two-year old figure.
Kaiser said Jamestown closed this
gap when the formula was re-eval-
uated in 2003. “The state provides
a 30-percent rebate on the bond
which, for several years after the
new school was built, which was not
passed on to Jamestown. When both
towns mutually agreed this was not
a fair arrangement and revised the
funding formula, Jamestown stayed
on the old formula for one more
year to front load our tuition, thus
reducing the two-year gap to one,”
Kaiser said.

Draper was asked by the N.K.
school committee to provide his
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evaluation of the current contract,
and found that removing Jame-
stown students from NKHS would
not provide a savings to the town,
but would create a budgetr gap of
more than $1 million.

“It may be important to consider,
that although the cost to educate a
Jamestown pupil is consistent with
our costs, the savings of not provid-
ing this service is not dollar for dol-
lar. Due to the nature of high school
scheduling, a reduction in students
does not provide a direct reduction
in staff,” Draper said. “I estimate
savings of no more than 10 teacher
salaries. This would leave approxi-
mately $1 million budget gap, or
more, each year of subsequent op-
erations.”

Draper’s assessment of the con-
tract formula was that it ““is the most
accurate and fair calculation for
both parties.”

Thornton agreed with Draper
and said he prefers not to think of
“our students and Jamestown stu-
dents,” but said instead he considers
them all NKHS students. “It is not
an us and them. We are all one fam-
ily,” he said.

Thornton said he hopes the re-
lationship between the two towns
will continue for a long time. “We
not only want Jamestown students,
we need the Jamestown students to
continue to provide the great variety
and education we give to students at
the high school,” Thornton said.
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Music 1 - 4 p.m.
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GRANITE & MARBLE COUNTER TopPs
24 Years of Experience Fully Insured

Free Estimates. Many colors to choose from. Granite starting at $47 sq. fi.
FREE STAINLESS SINK with purchase of a counter top 50 sq. ft. or more.
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Edging, Curbing, Cobblestone, Flagstone,
Mailbox Fieldstone, Wallstone, Benches, Fountains,
L Bird Baths, Pool Coping, Wall Cap, Veneers,

Flagging, Granite Signs, & Custom Fabrication
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satisfaction because we are 100% committed to our customers.

Our Sales, Service and Parts personnel are ready to assist you with
all of your vehicle needs. We invite you to bring your vehicle to our
newly renovated facility to see why “we are different”

Here is some of what we offer:
* Factory trained master Volkswagen and Chrysler technicians.
* Shuttle service
* Competitive prices
* Largest inventory of new vehicles in Rhode Island.
* 2009 clean car of the year Jetta TDI Diesel — many in stock.
« State inspection facility including diesel
* Conveniently located
* Certified Pre-Loved Volkswagens
* We service all vehicle makes and models.
and much, much more

84-104 OId Tower Hill Rd. * WakRefield, RI 02879 * 1-888-259-7646
www.speedcraft.com

WINDOWS e SIDING ® ROOFING
KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

FREE ESTIMATES

OVER 50 YEARS AND STILL HERE!
If you had work done by us 50
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MEMBER BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
SERVING NEWPORT SINCE 1958

401-846-6292

Long after others are gone,
we will still be here!

: 22 Austin Rd,, Rt. {, N.
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Or A Location Near You
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We are different.






