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The Family Law Center
of Rhode Island

38 Bellevue Avenue
Suite G

Newport, RI 02840

(401) 849-9950
www.famlawri.com

Divorce

Child Support

Adoption

Mediation 

Criminal Law

DUI

Landlord / Tenant 

Wills and Trusts

Collections

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday  •  12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport • 848-9200

www.bridgeliquors.com

GREAT PRICES!
Free Delivery 

Quantity Discounts

Bobolink Project Deadline Extended 

To take advantage of a matching grant opportunity, the Bobolink project 
deadline has been extended to April 14th. All payments received will be 
matched, effectively doubling the impact of your investment! Help us 
preserve the agrarian character and native birds of Jamestown by funding an 
ecosystem contract. 

 

Please act now by logging onto our website and entering your Bobolink 
Field Code from your brochure or the postcard you will soon receive. 

 

Check your mail for an opportunity to invest in Jamestown’s farms. 
Or email swallow@uri.edu (subject: bobolink project) if you could not find 

our literature in your mail. 

 

Farmland Ecosystem Enterprise Design 

FEED your community’s soul 

www.FarmEcoEnterprises.com 

This research project is funded by matching grants from the University of Rhode 
Island and the USDA. 
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PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004
  - Newport Life Readers

683-3778

es in spending in certain areas.
The council spent three hours 

discussing what areas they could 
afford to cut spending in while 
still delivering the same quality of 
town services. 

Councilman William Kelly sug-
gested looking into cutting the har-
bormaster, animal control offi cer 
and Department of Public Works 
mechanic positions.

“I’m looking to get the best 
bang for our buck,” Kelly said. 
“Are these costs we can really jus-
tify in this economy?”

Councilman Robert Sutton and 
Town Council President Julio Di-
Giando said they did not want 
to cut positions, especially ones 
that would affect members of the 
community.  “This idea of intent 
of fi ring people is the most nega-
tive idea you can introduce into a 
workforce,” Sutton said. “We’re a 
small community and we under-
stand who our individual employ-
ees are.”

DiGiando explained that the 
harbormaster position doesn’t af-
fect the town’s budget because it 
is paid for out of the harbor fund, 
which generates all of its own rev-
enue.

Defending the mechanics posi-
tion, Town Engineer and Deputy 
Public Works Director Michael 
Gray said it actually saved the town 
money because they don’t have 
to outsource to private mechan-
ics and it gets the vehicles back 
on the road quicker. He also said 
they were thinking about sending 
police cars to the DPW mechanic 
as well. 

Council Vice President Michael 
White added that the town is run 
by the employees hired by the 
town council and they need input 
from employees to assess what re-
sources they need to effi ciently do 
their jobs before they start elimi-
nating positions.

In other business, Recreation 
Director William Piva was asked 
submit more information about the 
$71,000 requested to build a main-

tenance shed at Fort Getty to store 
and fi x equipment.

Councilwoman Barbara Szepa-
towski recognized the need for a 
storage area for the recreation de-
partment, but wondered if $71,000 
would be suffi cient to build the 
936-square-foot heated facility 
Piva wants to build.

The town has two new proj-
ects in need of funding: the police 
station renovations and the land-
fi ll closure. Currently $400,000 
is available for the police station 
project, but Gray said the amount 
was insuffi cient because the bids 
submitted by contractors last week 
required about $600,000 to com-
plete the project. 

The project includes bringing 
the current police station up to to-
day’s standards as well as a 1,000 
-square-foot addition for more 
lockers and offi ce space. Gray 
hoped the project would begin this 
month, but said funding discrep-
ancies would need to be addressed 
fi rst.

Keiser said the landfi ll closure 
project is estimated at $820,000 
and the proposed budget doesn’t 
have any funding available for this 
project. He said he will bring the 
estimate to the council for discus-
sion at the next meeting on Mon-
day, April 6.

Nest-keeping
Mark Baker, pictured, and Chris Powell did some spring 
sprucing on the osprey perch and nest at Great Marsh. The 
nest and platform were checked for soundness, cleared of 
debris and the webcam adjusted on Tuesday.
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