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Maria D’Ambra, 62
Maria (Ricci) D’Ambra, 62, 

of East 
Shore Road, 
died peace-
fully Sun-
day, April 
12, 2009 
at Newport 
H o s p i t a l . 
She was the 
beloved wife 

of Thomas S. D’Ambra for 28 
years.

Born in Scapoli, Italy, she was a 
daughter of the late Ludovico and 
Santina (Palmisciano) Ricci.

Mrs. D’Ambra was an offi ce 
manager and bookkeeper for many 
years before retiring from New 
England Boat Works. She was a 
communicant of St. Mark Church. 
She volunteered for several or-
ganizations including St. Mark 

Women’s Club.
Besides her husband, she leaves 

two brothers, Vincent and Guilio 
Ricci, both of North Providence; a 
sister, Rosalie Leo of Lincoln; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Her funeral was held Thursday, 
April 16.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Women and Infants Hos-
pital, Program in Women’s Oncol-
ogy, One Blackstone Place, Provi-
dence, RI 02905.

For information and guestbook 
visit: www.FaganQuinnFuneral-
Home.com.

Anthony P.
Travisono, 83

Anthony P. Travisono, 83, died 
on April 4, 
2009 at home 
surrounded 
by his loving 
family. He 
is survived 
by his wife 
of 59 years, 
Diana (Tor-
r e g r o s s a ) ; 

three sons, Peter and his wife 

Nancy Pottish, Steven, and John 
of Rhode Island; and two daugh-
ters, Elisa McClure and her hus-
band Edward of Texas, and Jeanne 
Travisono and her husband Alan 
Christman of Montana. Anthony 
was the proud and active grandpar-
ent of Taylor, Matthew, Elisa, Mi-
chael, Kara, Ian, and Nathan. He 
also leaves his brother Everett and 
his wife, Claire. He was the son of 
Antonio and Elisa (DePasquale).

Anthony was born in Provi-
dence, graduated from Mt. Pleas-
ant High School where he excelled 
in football, and was 1942/43 state 
wrestling champion. Upon gradu-
ation he joined the U.S. Naval Air 
Corps and trained to be a fi ghter 
pilot.

Anthony began his career in 
corrections as a student volunteer 
at the state institutions while at-
tending Brown University. He 
earned a master’s degree in social 
studies from Boston University. 
He was given the Brown Class 
of 1950 Achievement Award and 
the Boston University Alumni 
Association Award for outstand-
ing contribution to the fi eld of 
social work. He was a member of 
the 455th General Hospital, U.S. 
Army Reserve.

He served as a state social 
worker, rising through the ranks 
to become superintendent of the 
R.I. Training School and later su-
perintendent of the Iowa Training 
School in Eldora, Iowa. He re-
turned to Rhode Island as director 
of the Department of Social Wel-
fare through appointment by Gov. 
Frank Licht. 

In 1969, he orchestrated divid-
ing DSW into two departments; in 

1970 he served as director of Men-
tal Health and Retardation, later 
becoming the fi rst director of the 
Department of Corrections.

In 1974, he left Rhode Island to 
become executive director of the 
American Correctional Associa-
tion, the national organization for 
correctional professionals. One of 
his greatest achievements was to 
establish standards and accredita-
tion procedures for jails and state 
and federal prisons. He served on 
many boards and commissions, 
testifi ed often before Congress and 
the Senate and wrote extensively 
about criminal justice.

Upon retirement in 1991, he 
moved to Jamestown where he 
continued to serve as an interna-
tional consultant for juvenile delin-
quency and adult prison problems. 
He taught and lectured at Salve 
Regina University, and through-
out the U.S. and several foreign 
countries. He received the highly 
regarded E.R. Cass Distinguished 
Service award from the ACA.

He thoroughly enjoyed his fam-
ily, traveling, gardening, history 
and writing.

Anthony served as eucharistic 
minister and lector at St. Mark 
Church and was a 3rd and 4th 
degree member of the Knights of 
Columbus 1058 Assembly and 
the fi nancial secretary of St. Mark 
Council 9197. He was a member 
of American Legion Post 22.

Contributions may be made 
to the Visiting Nurse Services of 
Newport & Bristol Counties, 1184 
East Main Rd., Portsmouth, RI 
02871. 

Condolences welcome at www.
nardolillo.com.
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