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Westwind Drive. 
Due to heavy traffi c and nar-

row shoulders along the sides of 
North Main Road, the design com-
mittee is working with local prop-
erty owner Joe Dutra to see if the 
path can cross the Dutra’s Farm to 
Weeden Lane and provide a safer 
course. 

The proposed bike path design 
crosses over freshwater and salt-
water wetlands, but Sutton said 
he thinks the pathway can be con-
structed with minimal impact to the 
surrounding environment’s micro 
and macro elements and provide 
a safe route for people to bike and 
experience those natural resources.

Teen Employment
A teen work force will offer a 

summer job program for local teens 
to be hired by Jamestown residents 
for minimum wage.

Collaborating with the Teen 
Center Coordinator Debra Tungett, 
Councilwoman Barbara Szepa-
towski is working to create the em-
ployment opportunities for local 
teens this summer.

She said teenagers had ap-
proached her complaining of the 
lack of jobs available in retail and 
restaurants this year. 

Through the program, teens 
will offer services such as window 
washing, lawn mowing, gardening, 
local party services and cleanup, 

cat and dog care and feeding, car 
washing, and help residents with 
other odd jobs. Jamestowners in-
terested in hiring teens must reg-
ister with the Teen Center and pay 
a $10 application fee. Teens will 
also need to complete an applica-
tion, free of charge, with the Teen 
Center.

Police Chief Thomas Tighe also 
expressed interest in the idea. He 
suggested requesting a portion of 
the town’s stimulus money to create 
a program where local teens who 
had previous negative encounters 
with police to work at the police 
station and with offi cers to encour-
age more positive interaction.

Jamestown police will assist in 
screening residents who wish to 
hire the teens and teen participants 
will have to sign a contract agree-
ing to zero tolerance for drinking 
alcohol, smoking tobacco, bully-
ing, or doing illegal drugs on or 
off the job site. They will also be 
required to volunteer with the Con-
servation Commission. Teens will 
need their own transportation and 
parental permission slips will be 
required for participation.

Around town
Jamestown Emergency Medi-

cal Services submitted changes to 
the council in its memorandum of 
understanding. The current agree-
ment expires on July 1 and JEMS 
wants to clarify when they will be 
dispatched and defi ne duties and 
responsibilities for better inter-

agency coordination of the town’s 
three emergency response services. 
JEMS and the fi re department are 
volunteer services.

Sutton recommended allowing 
the JEMS administration to clear 
up organizational discrepancies 
without a large public discussion 
that could potentially discourage 
volunteers.

Following up on the condition 
of the 90-year-old tree in front of 
Town Hall, Town Administrator 
Bruce Keiser added his support to 
the Tree Preservation and Protec-
tion Committee’s recommenda-
tions for its removal. 

He explained that the 5-foot 
cavity of decay has weakened the 
tree’s structure and heavy winds 
could cause it to collapse and in-
jure a person or property. 

“It’s better to take corrective ac-
tion now rather than wait for an ac-
cident to occur,” said Keiser. 

The council unanimously voted 
to remove the diseased tree and re-
place it with a magnolia tree. The 
tree committee decided a magnolia 
wouldn’t interfere with any struc-
tures or displace sidewalks because 
magnolias do not have surface run-
ning roots. They plan to plant the 
new tree tomorrow, Friday, April 
24, in celebration of Arbor Day.

In light of the request at the 
April 6 meeting to display the Ar-
menian fl ag, councilors discussed 
adopting a policy to prohibit all 
fl ags not offi cially recognized by 
the U.S. government. 

Town Solicitor Peter Ruggi-
ero recommended against adopt-
ing any policy and said the coun-
cil could decide based upon the 
request. He explained this could 
potentially open them up to legal 
action, but will allow the council 
show support to causes they wish 
to endorse. 

Ultimately the council decided 
not to adopt a fl ag policy and com-
mented favorably on displaying the 
Armenian fl ag in the future.

Councilwoman Barbara Szepa-
towski warned island residents to 
be weary of the recent increase of 
theft and break-ins in the commu-
nity. “People in Jamestown have a 
feeling of security and don’t lock 
their doors,” she said. “We all 
need to remember that times have 
changed.”
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APEX REMODELERS, INC.

FREE ESTIMATES

OVER 50 YEARS AND STILL HERE!
If you had work done by us 50
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Long after others are gone,

we will still be here!
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GRANITE & STONE

Naturally Elegant and
Surprisingly Affordable!

Custom Cutting is Our Specialty!

Steps, Posts, Hearths, Mantels, Pavers,
Edging, Curbing, Cobblestone, Flagstone,
Fieldstone, Wallstone, Benches, Fountains,
Bird Baths, Pool Coping, Wall Cap, Veneers,
Flagging, Granite Signs, & Custom Fabrication

www.swensongranite.com
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GREAT PRICES!
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FLEX SPACE
Tired of the commute? Looking for LOCAL high 

quality light industrial buildings? Look no further...

DRY BRIDGE COMMERCE PARK
North Kingstown

www.drybridgecommercepark.com
For more information please call Dennis Curci 

(401) 487-6698

 1,900 - 7,500 + Units
 3 Phase Available
 Energy Efficient
 A/C Offices
 Loading Docks
 Loading Doors
 Design your own

    custom build out...
    plus many 
   more features!

Materials Yard
Short Pour Mobile Mixer

“Mixed on site gets 
the job done right!”

990 Aquidneck Ave., Middletown
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