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system. The new system needs only 
5,000 to 6,000 gallons of water per 
week for the fl ushing operation.

To fl ush the system, they just re-
verse the fl ow of water in the new 
system, he added.

Not only does the new system 
produce more water, it is also less 
expensive to operate because a lot 
less water is needed to back fl ush. 
That fl ush water also has to be 
treated before it is dumped into the 
bay, he said.

Goslee said the old water treat-
ment system was installed in 1990. 
The new water treatment system 
should have a life of 20 to 30 years. 
The membrane tubes have a 10-
year warranty.

Tina St. Pierre of General Elec-
tric Water Process & Technologies, 
the manufacturer of the treatment 
system, has been in Jamestown for 
two months getting the plant online. 
She said the new system is totally 
automated and controlled through a 
touch-screen computer display.

The only time the system needs 
human attention is when an alarm 
sounds. Only one town employee is 
needed at the water plant for eight 
hours a day. 

Goslee said Jamestown’s peak 
demand is about 450,000 to 500,000 
gallons of water per day on Fourth 
of July weekend. The new system 

should be able to meet that demand, 
he said.

The town’s two water towers on 
Howland Avenue provide a reserve 
of one million gallons, thus giving 
at minimum a two-day cushion, 
Goslee said. “If we had a lighten-
ing strike or something, we’d have 
a couple of days to get back up and 
running.”

The town’s water chemistry will 
remain about the same with the 
new treatment facility, Goslee said. 
The water is treated for disinfec-
tion, corrosion and pH control, and 
also for color, taste and odor before 
fi ltration, he said.
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to vote against things and I know 
it’s cumbersome, but democracy is 
a cumbersome thing.”

The council discussed the town 
administrator’s supervision re-
sponsibilities and the necessary 
level of involvement on behalf of 
the council. The current charter 
states that the town administrator 
selects possible department heads 
to be approved by the council for 
hire, but dismissal of these posi-
tions is left out of the administra-
tor’s hands and at the sole discre-
tion of council. 

Councilman Robert Sutton and 
DiGiando expressed a desire to 
balance this power discrepancy be-
tween who hires and fi res by either 
involving the town administrator 
in the dismissal process of depart-
ment heads, or else eliminating the 
council’s authority altogether.

Conanicut Marine Services 
owner Bill Munger suggested the 
charter add a water and sewer 
commission to better represent the 
users of these facilities. 

The town council has been serv-

ing as the water and sewer board. 
Rebecchi agreed, adding that 

over $10 million in repairs to sew-
er and water facilities were still in 
the works and a committee serving 
to manage those repairs and allo-
cate the funds would be benefi cial 
to the town. 

White suggested creating a wa-
ter and sewer commission outside 
of the rules of the charter as an 
easier solution.

Offi cial verbiage of the town’s 
charter will be discussed in greater 
detail tonight to clarify the duties 
of the town council, town adminis-
trator and various functions in the 
town’s day-to-day operation.

DiGiando said it is important 
to “tighten” the language of the 
council’s role and interaction with 
employees and department heads 
in town in order to avoid council 
members overstepping boundaries 
and causing confl icts in the future.

“It’s got the potential to be a 
major problem if X number of 
years out someone doesn’t under-
stand how we interact with one 
another and it could cause major 
problems. But, I wouldn’t defi ne it 
as a problem right now,” he said.
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Steve Goslee holds a sample 
filtration tube that is used to 
clean Jamestown water at the 
new plant. Thousands of these 
tubes are needed.
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