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By Eileen M. Daly
Abby, a bloodhound, spends 

her days being pampered by own-
ers Bill and LuAnn Botelho while 
waiting for the next search and 
rescue call to come in. 

Abby is the only search and 
rescue dog in Rhode Island. Abby 
burst onto the scene last January 
when she was called out to help 
locate another animal. 

It was Jan. 1 and the Messinger 
family dog, Lola, was missing. 
Todd Messinger called police to 
report the dog missing, LuAnn 
said, and shortly thereafter another 
report came in regarding a dog that 
had been hit on Route 138. Unfor-
tunately, the report also indicated 
that the dog had run away before it 
could be caught. 

Abby was given a scent article 
and was able to track Lola, fi nding 
her curled up and freezing behind 
some pine trees on the side of the 
highway, LuAnn said. The grateful 
Messinger family took Lola home 
and, after seeing a veterinarian the 
following day, she began to recov-
er from the ordeal. Lola has only a 
slight limp left over from the inci-
dent, LuAnn said.  

More recently, LuAnn said, 
Abby was called out to help locate 
a missing miniature pincer in Ex-
eter. “The North Kingstown dog 
pound called about a missing min-
iature pincer that had gotten loose 
behind the Ladd School. The own-
er only had the dog for a couple 
of days and when she let it off the 
leash the dog took off. The owner 
was crying,” LuAnn said. 

Once again, Abby was given 

a scent article and then set off to 
track the missing animal. After 
following a dirt road for about 10 
minutes Abby was able to locate 
the dog much to the relief of her 
owner, LuAnn said. 

If Abby has been instrumen-
tal in providing assistance to the 
owners of missing animals, Bill 
and LuAnn have extremely high 
hopes for the role they hope Abby 
will have a chance to play in the 
future. 

After completing a certifi cation 
course with Abby, given by the 
American Mantrailing Academy 
in Indiana, Bill and LuAnn are ea-
ger to let Abby loose the next time 
a missing person’s report comes 
in. “I remember hearing about an 
elderly person who had gone miss-
ing and couldn’t be found for quite 
awhile. The person was eventually 
found only about 3,500 feet from 
the house,” LuAnn said. She said  
cases like that are what got her in-
terested in having Abby certifi ed 

to track people. “Now if someone 
with Alzheimer’s or someone from 
a group home goes missing, Abby 
can help to fi nd them,” she said. 

LuAnn had nothing but praise 
for the American Mantrailing or-
ganization. “Master trainers Tony 
Keith and Dave Wheeler were 
very professional and taught us a 
lot about tracking, including the 
necessity of having a back up per-
son to assist,” LuAnn said. “The 
back up person helps to look out 
for tracks or other articles,” she 
said. Wheeler is also a skilled In-
dian Tracker, who took husband 
Bill out on the trails. “Dave said 
Bill was very good at it,” she said. 

Both Bill and LuAnn, along 
with Abby, are now certifi ed to 
track lost people. She and Bill are 
getting the word out about Abby 
by word of mouth and through 
local press coverage. Eventually, 
however, there will be a database 
listing available tracking dogs that 
police or others can use to locate 
certifi ed dogs, LuAnn said.

The Botelhos have had 4-year-
old Abby since she was a puppy. 
LuAnn was given a choice of pup-
pies from a litter that the owner of-
fered to her. “It was where I kept 
my horse,” LuAnn said, “and the 
owner kept saying, ‘Don’t you 
want one?’ He gave me a good 
deal and the fi rst pick,” she said, 
explaining how they came to own 
the black and tan bloodhound. “My 
dream was always to own either a 
bloodhound or a white lab,” she 
said. As for Abby, “We are very 
proud to have her and to have her 
certifi ed.”   

Island bloodhound certified to track people 
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Coolers

and much more!

Your Summer 
Fun Headquarters!

Tavern Menu
Tuesday – Fridays

Featuring: Two Salads, Two Entrees

for only $38 per couple

New Small Plate and 
Pub Selections starting at $9

150 Conanicus Avenue
Jamestown, RI

www.bayvoyageinn.com

423-2100
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Sunday Brunch
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Patio Dining Overlooking Narragansett Bay
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30 Southwest Avenue • 423-0100 • www.jamestownwine.com

Every Day Low Prices 
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Say, “Thanks for being there Dad”

Store: 128 Spring St., Newport / Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
401-849-0195   www.breakell.com
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Jewelry that speaks.

Handcrafted in  
Sterling Silver or 14K Gold.

SURPRISE!
YES IT WAS!

 
I would like to thank everyone 
who participated in the Kathy 
All-Star summer gala.

 It was certainly a full week of 
activities, one i’ll never forget. I 
had no idea about the plans in 
the making.

 A huge thank you to Jim 
Pemantell and my sister Barb 
and Chris in St. Louis who 
put together this spectacular 
adventure. Through their kind-
ness and the kindness of all my 
friends and family I thank you 
all so very much.

Go American League!
With Love, Kathy Brownell

Abby

Jamestown Philomenian Library posts summer hours
The Jamestown Philomenian 

Library will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturdays during the 
summer starting on June 20.

Sunday hours at the Jamestown 
library have ended for the season. 
Sunday hours will resume Sunday, 
Sept. 13. 

Sunday hours are made pos-
sible by a Rhode Island State grant 
in aid to libraries.

Patrons should note that the 
Jamestown library will be closed 

on Friday, July 3, and Saturday, 
July 4, in observance of the Fourth 
of July.

Regular hours are Monday 
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Thursday, noon to 

5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Summer Saturdays from mid-
June to mid-September are from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Visit the library online at jame-
stownri.com/library. 

Children can pretend to be 
porcupines, motorcycles, thun-
derstorms and many other adven-
turous and exciting things when 
award-winning storyteller Katie 
Latimer visits the Jamestown li-
brary.

From the storyteller who 
brought Henry the Worm, the Itsy 
Bitsy Spider, and Underwear!, 
comes another round of bright, 

colorful, and interactive tales, 
proven to get little ones and par-
ents alike listening and laughing 
out loud. Latimer brings her own 
unique style to the all-new show, 
with unforgettable characters and 
fantastic twists and turns as she 
invites listeners to come along for 
the ride.

Registration is not required for 
this free program, which is for 

children ages 4 to 10 years of age.
The program is sponsored by 

sponsored by the Friends of Jame-
stown Library, Rhode Island Of-
fi ce of Library and Information 
Services, the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, McDonald’s 
Local Owner/Operators of Rhode 
Island, the Pawtucket Red Sox, 
and Citizens Bank.

Storyteller brings adventure to the library in the children’s program


