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By Joan Breakell
Rhode Island has its share of 

passionate surfers who take to 
the water whenever the waves are 
good. But, quite a bit of work must 
be done before a surfer ever hits 
the waves. 

The wax that provides foot trac-
tion on the board’s surface must be 
in good condition, and that means 
regularly scraping off the old sand-
fi lled wax, applying a new coat and 
combing it for added traction. 

It is a chore nobody likes. For-
tunately, island architect and surfer 
Ron DiMauro has come up with a 
tool for surfers who want to spend 

more time in the water and less 
time maintaining their boards  – the 
Wax Buddy.

Previously, the main tool used 
for the job was a small plastic rect-
angle with a blade on one edge and 
a comb on the other. According to 
DiMauro, the comb works, but the 
blade often does not do the job and 
the tool digs into the user’s palm. 
Surfers have resorted to kitchen 
spatulas, metal putty knives or ra-
zors, and the whole operation can 
take more than an hour.

DiMauro decided there had to 
be a better design and set to work. 
First, the tool needed a handle for 

strength and leverage. The blade 
needed to be fl exible and sharp 
enough to scrape off the wax with-
out damaging the board. Add to 
that a retro design, earth-friendly 
material and a color that would 
appeal to both guys and girls, and 
DiMauro knew he had a winning 
idea. 

He consulted his friend, Greg 
Pearson, who worked in a local 
surf shop and had taught him to 
surf. Pearson loved the idea and, 
along with fellow surfer Laurie 
Keene, joined DiMauro to cre-
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OPEN HOUSE EXTRAVAGANZA, GREAT VALUE AND A NEW LISTING
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JAMESTOWN SHORES

REMODELED LOG HOME

NEW LISTING: New kitchen, flooring 
and bath! Large fenced yard, with 
small sheds. Water access nearby. 
Great starter or vacation home. 

$299,000

Carol Hopkins, Ginny Prichett, Bob Bailey, Dinny Burgin, Joan McCauley, Susan Lutes, Dianne Grippi
Vicki deAngeli, Robin Tregenza, John McCauley, Dan Shapiro, Mary Beth Murphy

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 1 - 3 P.M.
185 AMERICA WAY

Generous Kitchen, Family 
Room and Sunroom.  Private 

Yard with Pool. $749,900

“SEA URCHIN” IN THE VILLAGE

OPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY 11 A.M. - 1 P.M.
120 HOWLAND AVENUE

Located in the south end of the 
village near the beach, this home 

has a tidy back yard, lots of updates 
and is in move-in condition. 

NEWLY PRICED: $449,000

GREAT VALUE!
5 Acres in West Reach Estates.
Build your dream home in this 

thoughtfully planned neighborhood. 
Well installed. Septic plan approved.  

NEWLY PRICED:  $450,000

WATERFRONT WITH WONDERFUL NEW DOCK!
OPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY 11 A.M. - 1 P.M.

509 SEASIDE DRIVE

Fabulous sunsets, 3 bedrooms,
1.5 baths, and a 2 car garage. 

$995,000

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 1 - 3 P.M.
17 INTREPID LANE

 Private Setting with 
Wonderful, Open Interior. 

$689,000

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 1 - 3 P.M.
130 AMERICA WAY

Palladium Windows, 
Cathedral Ceilings and 2 

Fireplaces. $749,900

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 1 - 3 P.M.
103 UMIAK

Enjoy the Sea Breezes 
and Open Views. 

$599,000

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 1 - 3 P.M.
135 CEDAR HILL DRIVE

 Dramatic Interior with
Spacious, Comfortable Style. 

$995,000

 

St. Michael’s Country Day School in Newport salutes 
four eighth-graders who recently earned academic distinc-
tions at both national and local levels. On the left, David 

Kehoe and Bethany Fowler have set up a two-year win-
ning streak in the state for the NYSE-sponsored Stock 

Market Game Essay Contest (David won in 2008; Beth-
any in 2009). On the right, Alycia Karlovich and Tim 
Howe are Gold-Medalists and Rhode Island first–place 
division winners in the 2009 National Spanish Exam. 
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Fabulous firsts 

We applaud all of our students 
for their  tremendous accom-
plishments, and the teachers 

who helped make them happen.  

Greg Pearson, left, Laurie Keene and Ron DiMauro, creators of the new Wax Buddy tool for surf-
boards

See “DiMauro” on page 14


