Oncoming traffic

These sailboats were part of the Jamestown Yacht Club’s Tuesday night racing action. Several
J-24s were heading upwind and had to contend with sailboats that were heading downwind.

Photo by Jeff McDonough

Businesses

Continued from page 1
was detrimental to his business.
Patel said he tracks daily sales
from year to year. Business was
definitely off during May and
June, he said.

“Things have gotten busier”
over the Fourth of July week-
end, he said. “Weather is very
important for business. When the
weather is bad, people stay away.
When the weather is good, then
business is good.”

Patel said he looks forward to
better weather for the remainder
of the summer.

When asked how his busi-
ness has been affected by the
rain, Steve Liebhauser of Slice
of Heaven said it has been “hor-
rible.”

“Luckily, people have to eat so
I think people just decided to head
out anyway,” he said.

Slice of Heaven relies on sum-
mer and good weather because of
its large outdoor dining area over-
looking Narragansett Avenue.
When the rain arrives, people
cannot sit outside.

“Everything is Jackie now,”
Liebhauser said. “The sun is al-
ways shining at Slice of Heav-
en.”

Chuck Masso of Chopmist
Charlie’s on Narragansett Avenue
said his business was not impacted

by the poor weather. All of Chop-
mist Charlie’s dining is indoors.
“I think that actually helped us,”
Masso said. “Our numbers from
day to day are about the same as
last year.”

Phyllis Bedard of Trattoria
Simpatico on Narragansett Av-
enue said her business has been
weather dependent, due to its out-
door dining area. “At one point, I
think people just decided to brave
the rain and came anyway. They
were at our outside bar getting
rained on,” she said.

“Our numbers are not the same
as last year,” Bedard said. “We had
a good Fourth and with the better
weather, things have improved.”
She said weekday business has
been lighter, but weekend busi-
ness has been picking up.

“Sometimes the weather helps
us if it’s cloudy and people decide
not to go boating,” Bedard said.
“They go out for dinner instead.”

Mike Ridge of Spinnaker’s at
East Ferry said his ice cream busi-
ness suffered. “Oh, yes! The rain
put a pretty good crimp in our ice
cream sales,” he said. “People are
not motivated to go out in a mon-
soon to buy an ice cream cone.”

On the other hand, Ridge said,
his food sales have surged ahead
of last year’s numbers. “That
speaks to the value and quality of
our offering,” he added.

Ridge said the Fourth of July
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weekend was a major bounce for
Spinnaker’s. He sold more than
600 gallons of ice cream over
the three-day holiday weekend.
That equals about 36,000 ice
cream cones. “We had a heck of
a Fourth,” Ridge added. “It was
nice to have three consecutive
days of sunshine.”

Robert Goode, who works for
the Town of Jamestown as a gate-
keeper at Ft. Getty, said the many
days of rain slowed business at the
town campground and park. “We
did not have as many tent camp-
ers as we usually do,” he said.

People also launch their boats
at the Ft. Getty ramp. “There were
also a lot fewer fishermen. Even
the regulars stayed away when it
was raining,” he said.

Scott Sherman of Jamestown
Hardware said the spring rain
hindered his business. “People
weren’t doing any outside paint-
ing or any yard work,” he said.
Since the Fourth of July weekend,
business has picked up consider-
ably, he said.

“Our paint department has
been hit hard. We’re selling lots
of paint and stains,” Sherman
said. “Business is improving.”
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Experience historic 19" century coaches in Newport

Aug. 20 to 23 will mark the return of authentic 19th century coaches
drawn by matched and highly-trained teams of horses to Newport for a
Weekend of Coaching, hosted by the Preservation Society of Newport
County.

Enjoy free viewing of the colorful and historic coaches every day as
they drive the streets of Newport and the grounds of the Newport Man-
sions, celebrating and preserving a century-old sporting tradition.

Approximately a dozen coaching teams will come to Newport from
around the country.

Planned driving routes and schedule are available at www.newport-
mansions.org.
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Gardner’s Wharf Seafood

Open Year Round
Live Lobster ~ Fresh Fish ~ Shell Fish
170 Main St., Wickford, (next to town Dock)
401-295-4600
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-Specialized Printing:

-Fine Art PhotographV of the area
-Photo Restoration and Reprodueti

Intimate spaces,
soothing places

Antiques, Garden Objects, Unique Gifts
9 Bridge Street, Newport 401.848.8477
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HOME DECOR & GIFTS
64 Thames Street, Newport 401.849.4200

Berry Good Reason...

To be Picking
the Blues this
Weekend.

Our Berries are
Ready!

Weekdays: 7:30am-12 noon and 4-7pm
Weekends: All day long 7:30am-7:00pm

General: 401-294-2044

The Berry Hotline: 294-2049



