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bers) to be more effi cient,” he said. 
“Because we’re a small communi-
ty we see these problems with the 
economy at scale and think, can’t 
we do better? That all got tied in 
with the talk of the budget.”

During a special meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, Aug. 5, 
commissioners will discuss har-
bor operations and the perceived 
versus the actual functions of the 
staff. They will then make recom-
mendations to the council regard-
ing any changes in the budget and 
in employee responsibilities.

Fort Getty boat ramp
The Harbor Management Com-

mission also moved a step closer 
to launching repairs to the boat 
ramp at Fort Getty, after it unani-
mously decided to move forward 
with drawings for assent by the 
Coastal Resources Management 
Commission for a maintenance 
certifi cate. If approved, it will al-
low for a 124-foot by 24-foot pre-
cast concrete ramp to replace the 
existing facility.

Approval for construction to 
the ramp may be diffi cult to obtain 
because the waters surrounding 
Fort Getty are Type 1 conservation 
areas. Because of that designation, 
the Harbor Management Commis-

sion will request a maintenance 
permit that allows for the preser-
vation of pre-existing structures.

“I think this is the best boat 
ramp we could do under the as-
sent,” Commissioner Bob Bowen 
said. According to Bowen, the ex-
tension will bring the end of the 
boat ramp to two feet below water 
without doing any dredging.

“This means you’re going to be 
able to use the boat ramp in quite a 
long range of the tide,” he said.

The proposed ramp is three 
times the size of the current struc-
ture. According to Chairman Mi-
chael DiAngeli, “It’s way over the 
top.”

He reminded the commission 
that the goal is to build the best 
ramp possible under a mainte-
nance permit.

“We need to be modest,” Di 
Angeli said.

Bowen, however, was confi -
dent the plans would fall under the 
maintenance certifi cate. “If it goes 
forward as maintenance, maybe 
CRMC will come back and say 
you can’t make it that far,” he said. 
“They don’t give you just a yes or 
no. They’ll give you a yes, but…”

Future improvements still in 
the planning phase include the 
construction of a new fi xed tim-
ber pier, including a touch-and-go 
fl oat that would provide conve-

nience for boaters and a place to 
temporarily dock their boats while 
they park their vehicles.

The total cost of the mainte-
nance and new construction is es-
timated at $480,000 by Town En-
gineer Michael Gray. 

Mooring procedure
Harbor procedure has now 

changed for mooring owners. Be-
fore a permit can be issued, a boat 
inspection must be handed in with 
the application.

The deadline for applications 
is May 15, and boaters then have 
a 30-day grace period to complete 
inspections before June 15. After 
that, all mooring applications are 
hit with a $100 late fee.

Although commissioners are 
sympathetic to busy lifestyles, 
they decided not to waive fees 
for late applications. If weather or 
time will inhibit a boater’s ability 
to complete the necessary inspec-
tions before the deadline in the fu-
ture, they must call Sam Paterson, 
harbormaster, prior to missing the 
deadlines to avoid fi nes.

“Everyone has the same dead-
lines and the management of that 
process is your (the boater’s) re-
sponsibility,” Anderson said.

Harbor Clerk Kim Devlin re-
ported that 38 mooring permits, 
mostly riparian, still had not been 
renewed.
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