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Island Opinion

The state’s plan for improving traffi c conditions at Ferry 
Wharf in Jamestown was presented at a meeting in Town 
Hall last night. … (It was explained) that they called for 
the removal of the Conanicus-Roger Williams monument 
to a short distance in Memorial Square and installation of 
curbings and rearrangement of parking in an east-west di-
rection, instead of north-south.
From the Newport Daily News, July 23, 1959

The Commerce Oil Corp., which planned to build the 
$5,000,000 Jamestown refi nery, has closed its Jamestown 
offi ce, disconnected the electricity, and canceled its order 
with the telephone company for 10 consecutive numbers.

25 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, July 23, 1984

A meeting of individuals interested in developing a land 
trust was held on July 17… . Reasons for developing a land 
trust in Jamestown ranged from preservation of open space 
and critical habitat for wildlife to creative management of 
the lands yet to be delivered to protection of aesthetic and 
rural qualities of the island. The name Conanicut Island 
Land Trust was adopted by the group. Two committees – 
originating and membership – were formed.

This week in 
Island history

Compiled by Sue Maden

Week of July 23

15 years ago 
From the Newport Daily News, July 21, 1994

The Town Council has sent a letter expressing its disap-
pointment in state Rep. Kenneth Carter’s objection to a reso-
lution in which Jamestown sought a payment in lieu of taxes 
from the Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority.

The state has paid the town nearly $11,000 in reim-
bursement for Newport Bridge tokens used by emergency 
vehicles over the past 12 years.

Removal of tanks and drums at Beavertail Point will 
be accomplished under the terms of a $12,770 contract re-
cently awarded by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. … 
The contract calls for removal and disposal of a 280-gal-
lon gasoline, 1,000-gallon fuel oil and 65-gallon fuel oil 
underground storage tanks, three 65-gallon empty drums 
and one 55-gallon propane tank, contaminated soil will be 
removed as required.

10 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, July 22, 1999

Starting today, all outdoor uses of town water are 
banned. This means homeowners in the municipal water 
district can no longer water their vegetables and fl owers for 
15 minutes on odd or even calendar days as they have been 
doing for the past several weeks.

When the new Town Council held a public work ses-
sion last week with the Highway Barn Committee, no one 
showed up. The issue may, in fact, be more complicated 
and controversial than last year. … Factors that cloud the 
decision presently facing council members include not 
only pending environmental analysis of the transfer station 
site, but also the imminence of the Sept. 1 evacuation dead-
line at the present facility at Ft. Wetherill and the hardened 
positions of the north end citizens group and of the council-
appointed committee to remain intact for future assistance 
on this tough decision.

The news of 10 and 15 years ago is from the James 
town Press. The news of 100 years ago came from 
the collection of the Newport Historical Society.

Need a ride? Call 
Island Shuttle

Island Shuttle is a new 
car service in Jamestown 
offering a variety of trans-
portation services. We are 
available to local residents 
and summer guests who 
would like to enjoy the 
downtown area or go out 
on their boat but don’t want 
to worry about parking. 

We will pick you up at 
home and bring you to the 
local marinas and pick you 
up when your day on the 
bay is done. If you would 
like to come into town for 
dinner and cocktails but 
would prefer to not drive 
after a few drinks, no prob-
lem. Enjoy, relax and just 
give us a call when you are 
ready to go home. If you 

happen to leave your car in 
town, we will pick you up 
in the morning and bring 
you to your vehicle. Or, 
you can schedule a pick up 
time to come into town and 
we will meet you at your 
front door. 

Island Shuttle is com-
mitted to keeping our roads 
and residents safe. We 
highly encourage everyone 
to take advantage of this 
service. Please don’t drink 
and drive.

Island Shuttle is pro-
moting itself as a safe and 
affordable means of trans-
portation for airport drop 
off and pick up, train sta-
tion drop off and pick up, 

as well as a service for 
young people who don’t 
drive yet but need to get 
to their local job. If you 
are elderly or do not have 
a way to get into town for 
food, medication, or even 
doctor visits, please give 
us a call. We will be happy 
to help.

Island Shuttle is li-
censed by the Public Utili-
ties Commission. We are 
not a taxi. We require ad-
vanced notice of a pick-up 
time, so please just call 
ahead at 560-0223 and we 
will be at your service. Is-
land Shuttle is a locally 
owned and operated busi-
ness. Please support all of 
our local businesses.

Paul Sprague
Jamestown

• LETTERS •

100 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, July 22, 1909

The water main, from opposite Jencek’s on Southwest 
avenue to the right of way leading to the government res-
ervation at Fox Hill, has been laid and water turned on to 
supply the detachment of artillerymen recently stationed at 
Fort Getty. The foundation for a new pumping station has 
been stubbed out on the Watson farm. 

(At the town council meeting) the Jamestown and New-
port Ferry Company was granted one automobile license; 
the Narragansett Transportation Company two automo-
bile and two bus licenses; the Bay Shore House and the 
Thorndike, tavern licenses; S. Horowitz, a junk license; N. 
David, peddler of dry good license and A. H. Peckham two 
carriage and 2 drivers licenses.

75 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, July 21, 1934

Mrs. Willis E. Clarke will meet at Kingston Monday 
fi ve children from the New York Fresh Air Fund, who have 
been invited to make a two weeks stay (in Jamestown). 
From the Newport Daily News, July 23, 1934

The perfect weather Sunday brought many visitors to 
the island. Mackerel Cove beach had one of the largest 
crowds of the season and many bathers. The Beavertail 
Country Club was enjoyed by a large number of golfers 
and the tennis courts were well fi lled. At Beavertail, the 
shore was lined with cars, and many were seen fi shing off 
the rocks. A number of supper parties were also held there.
From the Newport Daily News, July 25, 1934

A naval dinner party was held Tuesday evening in the 
Spruce Rooms at the Bay Voyage in honor of Rear Admiral 
Arthur J. Hepburn of the U. S. Detroit, commander of the 
battle force.

50 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, July 21, 1959

Write to us
Have something to share with Jamestown?

EMAIL:
Annoucements: News@JamestownPress.com

Letters: News@JamestownPress.com
Ad Materials: Production@JamestownPress.com

Classifi ed Ads: Katie@JamestownPress.com

Highway barn completed
The highway department this week planned to 
start its move into the town’s new public works 
facility. Here are a few additional pictures of the 
new building. The top photo shows the unheated 
garage bay where the town’s trailers with the 
emergency water pipeline are stored. The middle 
picture is of the locker room for the highway 
department workers. The bottom photo is the 
multi-purpose room, which will serve as a meet-
ing room and lunch area. See the blog Island 
Time at www.JamestownPress.com for details 
on the new structure.         Photos by Jeff McDonough


