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16 West Main Street
Wickford, RI 02852

SUMMER TREASURES!

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

CHRYSALIS AWARD WINNER
Best Whole-House Remodel

Whole-House Remodel by

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000 

www.mansionsandmanors.com

LOVELY BUILDING SITES
IN THE VILLAGE. BY THE BEACH. IN THE SHORES. AT THE NORTH END. THERE ARE STILL

PLACES TO BUILD IN JAMESTOWN. SO, CALL US. WE'LL HELP YOU MAKE THE PERFECT MOVE.

Gorgeous sunrises, moonrises
and Newport Bridge views are
yours from this .57 acre
waterfront lot with about 65
ft. of beach frontage on the
East Passage. The vacant land
has a freestanding garage, new
well and approved 4-bedroom
ISDS. Unique chance to
build your dream house.

EAST PASSAGE
WATERFRONT SITE

$1,195,000

“TOP O’ THE
MARK”
$375,000

JAMESTOWN SHORES. This
private 1.46 acre lot is bor-
dered on two sides by a stone
wall. Protected by a deeded
natural buffer from neigh-
boring properties to the east
and south, it has an irriga-
tion well on-site. ISDS engi-
neering to be obtained
before closing.

VILLAGE
BUILDING SITE

$299,500

A stone wall sets off the rear
boundary of this lovely 20,702
sq. ft. lot on Maple Avenue in
the heart of the West Ferry, a
short stroll to Sheffield Cove.
Directly across from conserva-
tion land, the driveway and
building envelope are cleared
and up to a 2,100 sq. ft. home
may be built.

Wonderfully sited in a
quiet location at the north
end, this pretty 2.1 acre site
is ready to build. The gen-
tly sloping lot has a well,
approvals for a four-bed-
room septic system, beauti-
ful trees and is perfect for an
Island retreat or mini-farm.
Horses are permitted.

PERFECT
PROSPECT LOT

$325,000

SEASIDE
WATERVIEW SITE

$399,000

Enjoy wonderful water views
of the West Passage from this
.59 acre lot with approvals
for a two-bedroom ISDS.
Located at the intersection of
Beach Avenue and Seaside
Drive, with a right of way to
the beach across the street,
the land is only a short stroll
to Head’s Beach.

Gloria Kurz, Principal

Greer Beecroft
Michelle Datoli
Maureen Dunn-Packer
Cort Facteau

Erica Gregg
Cathy Kennedy
Jackie Perrett

REALTORS

UNDER CONTRACT

By Tyler Will
The Jamestown Zoning Board 

of Review on Tuesday unani-
mously approved a variance and 
special-use permit for the prop-
erty on Valley Street, the pro-
posed site of the new Jamestown 
Arts Center. 

The JAC, a recently-formed 
town organization that aims to 
improve the community through 
art education, has faced little op-
position from Jamestown resi-
dents, and from the town boards 
and commissions it has appeared 
before in recent months.

The variance and permit were 
two of the last legal hurdles the 
organization had to clear before 
moving forward with an aggres-
sive fundraising campaign.

JAC President Kate Petrie 
said the arts center will be a 
central location to unite the Co-
nanicut Island Arts Association, 
the Piano Guild, the Jamestown 
Community Chorus and other 
artistic groups in town. Approxi-
mately 250 people in Jamestown 
identify themselves as artists, ac-
cording to Petrie.

“Everyone is born an artist, 
the trick is to stay one,” Petrie 
said in a speech at the zoning 
meeting.

The special-use permit will al-
low the group to convert what is 
currently a boat repair and paint-
ing facility into a recreational 
facility and school. The variance 
will allow the side yard to be 
used as a parking lot, which nor-
mally is not permitted. Sign ap-
proval also came with the unani-

mous vote.
JAC attorney Peter Brock-

mann said the plans do not call 
for any alteration to the footprint 
of the building, except for two 
canopies. No additional height 
will be needed, he said.

The current structure also vio-
lates a town-mandated 50-foot 
setback. Brockmann said the 
property is 100 by 100 feet, and 
it would be impossible to satisfy 
that ordinance on all sides. 

“This is a hardship that we 
cannot get around without de-
stroying part of the structure,” 
Brockmann said.

The only signifi cant issue the 
zoning board raised regarding 
the center was that of parking.

The Planning Commission a 
few weeks ago urged JAC board 
members to conduct a parking 
survey, which the group did. The 
survey found that even at peak 
hours of the day – even when 
school is in session – few cars 
travel on Valley Street. 

The town required JAC to fi nd 
eight off-site parking spaces. 
Board member Abigail Camp-
bell-King said the center will 
have up to 30 spots, even without 
shared parking with the library. 

When asked about bakery 
parking interfering with the li-
brary and the likely future loca-
tion of the JAC, Campell-King 
said it did not appear that such 
interference would become an 
issue. She conducted a parking 
survey on two different days, she 
said.

Zoning panel members ex-

pressed more concern regarding 
Campbell-King’s report that she 
saw cars travel between 40 and 
50 miles per hour than it did 
about the parking issue itself.

“I do not see what the big deal 
is [with parking], other than that 
you need our permission,” said 
zoning board member Richard 
Boren.

Petrie said the library board of 
trustees has yet to meet to approve 
shared parking with the JAC, and 
that Jamestown Philomenian Li-
brary Director Judy Bell has said 
she will support shared parking 
with the center. The schedules of 
events and classes were designed 
with peak library hours in mind, 
Petrie said, adding that big at-
tractions, like art gallery open-
ings, will be scheduled on nights 
when the library is closed. 

Members of the JAC board 
also expect that many people 
may park at the library and use 
the JAC – or vice versa – because 
of its central location, and that 
many residents will walk or use a 
bicycle to get to the center. 

Brockmann said there are also 
some environmental concerns at 
the Valley Street property, main-
ly a neighboring lead paint fence. 
There was some concern that 
paint chips from the fence, which 
has been removed, had contami-
nated the soil over the years. JAC 
had an environmental survey 
conducted by a Pawtucket fi rm, 
and tests showed that the soil is 
harmless, and no chemicals were 

JAC receives unanimous Zoning Board approval

See “Zoning” on page 11


