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Business Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 7 pm

Sat. 8 am to 6 pm & Sun. 8 am to 2 pm

Say, “Here’s to Life!”

Store: 128 Spring St., Newport / Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
401-849-0195   www.breakell.com
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Jewelry that speaks.

Handcrafted in  
Sterling Silver or 14K Gold.

By Lee Gaines
Paul Sprague wants you to 

have a good time. However, he 
would like you to do it respon-
sibly. 

A seasoned entrepreneur, 
Sprague – who founded the Jame-
stown Ferry service and later, the 
heating oil delivery company, 
Island Energy – has recently 
launched a third service-oriented 
business called Island Shuttle. 

The need for a shuttle service 
to the island’s village has existed 
for years and Sprague says the 
plan came to him after discus-
sions with local restaurant and 
bar owners who were dismayed 
by the number of DUI arrests. 
Sprague and others feared that 
locals who wanted to go out for 
a glass or two of wine and a meal 
would decide that the risk was 
too great and stay home, leaving 
empty tables downtown. 

Sprague decided to create a 
service that would encourage 
people to enjoy an evening at 
the island dining establishments  
responsibly. He wanted Island 
Shuttle to become not only a 
business, but an aid to the com-
munity and local commerce. 

“It’s a small island and we 
want to try to keep people safe,” 
he said.

He began working on the idea 
back in March, he said, but of-
fi cially opened just in time for 
the July 4th holiday. After only a 
month, the business has expand-
ed to incorporate shuttle trips to 
Newport and T.F. Green Airport. 
But, he said, the company is not 
a taxi service.

Currently, only one shuttle is 
in operation, and Sprague and his 
friend and employee, Bob Rice, 
are the only drivers. 

“I’m not trying to compete 
with cabs in Newport,” he said. 
“I want to focus my company on 
the people of Jamestown.” 

Technically, Island Shuttle 
falls under the business category 
of a limousine. Sprague would 
like his customers to think of its 
services as something that should 
be scheduled in advance. “We 
want people to use us, but to pre-
plan and be ready,” he said. 

So far, people have done just 
that. The phones were recently 
jumping off the hook with ques-
tions from customers and a few 
misinformed individuals. “No, 
we ship people,” Sprague said, 
after a UPS clerk asked if he 
shipped packages. 

Sprague said he has been 
pleasantly surprised by the feed-
back he has received.

“Everyone has been very sup-
portive,” he said, adding that he 
is grateful for Rice’s help. “Part 
of the success of this business 
and Island Energy is due to his 
help.”

If business continues to grow, 
Sprague said he would likely add 
another vehicle. “It would be a 
great problem to have,” he said. 

In Jamestown, a ride from 
anywhere at the north end to the 
south end of the island will cost 
you $10 for the fi rst two people 
and $1 for each additional pas-

senger in your party. Shuttle 
rides in the downtown area, from 
Narragansett Avenue to Hamil-
ton Avenue and north to Mount 
Hope Avenue, run $5 for the fi rst 
two people and $1 for every ad-
ditional member of your party.

Sprague said his goal is to of-
fer an inexpensive service to the 
community. 

“I want people to say, ‘It’s 
so affordable I’m going to use 
it, how can I pass this up?’” he 
said.

Sprague recently made the 
shuttle available on shorter no-
tice on Friday and Saturday 
nights. “Have a great time, drink 
and don’t get in your car,” he 
said. “There’s no reason for it.”

Although he prefers that peo-
ple call in advance, Sprague said 
he doesn’t want anyone to be 
afraid to call last minute.

“We’ll do our best to accom-
modate people and make an ef-
fort to be there even if it is short 
notice,” he said.

Sprague said he might also 
need to hire another employee 
soon. 

“I’m running an oil company 
and raising a couple of kids along 
with this business, things can get 
a little dicey,” he said. 

For more information about 
Island Shuttle, call 560-0223.

Island Shuttle offers safe, 
convenient alternative to driving

Paul Sprague of Island Shuttle is offering Jamestowners a transportation alternative.
Photo by Jeff McDonough

ACHIEVEMENTS

Jamestown students graduate from Dartmouth
Two Jamestown students recently graduated from Dartmouth College 

in Hanover, N.H.
Caleb Joseph Martin, son of David and Linda Martin, received a 

bachelor of arts degree in mathematics and cognitive science.
Kristen Anne Rounds, daughter of Christopher and Denise Rounds, 

received a bachelor of arts degree in classical studies.

Langlais graduates from N.E. School of Law
Sandi Langlais of Jamestown recently graduated cum laude from 

New England School of Law in Boston. She also served as the executive 
case and note editor of the Journal on Civil & Criminal Confi nement and 
recently sat for the Rhode Island and Massachusetts bars.

Muldoon named to Loyola dean’s list
Shannon Muldoon of Jamestown, a member of the class of 2011 at 

Loyola College in Maryland, was named to the dean’s list for the spring 
2009 semester. 

Newbolt to attend Rochester 
Institute of Technology

Joel William Newbolt of Jamestown, 
son of Annette and William Newbolt, has 
enrolled for the fall semester at Rochester 
Institute of Technology in Rochester, NY. 
Newbolt, recipient of a RIT achievement 
scholarship and a R.I. Higher Education 
academic scholarship, will major in phys-
ics. He is a 2009 graduate of North Kings-
town High School.
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