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ings were treated with fertilizer – 
which, the resident added, “would 
be impossible to police.”

Nancy Kolman Ventrone, presi-
dent of the Jamestown Shores 
Association, said that Jamestown 
does not have the resources to po-
lice the lots, period.

“Government agencies can only 
enforce about 20 percent of their 
regulations,” she said, adding that 
“there isn’t any way that the lots 
could be effectively monitored” 
if they were sold. However, many 
questions were also raised about 
effectively monitoring the proper-
ties if they aren’t sold.

Town Council President Ju-
lio DiGiando said he would sup-
port “entering into a stewardship 
agreement” with a land preserva-
tion group. Kelly suggested grant-
ing easements to the Conservation 
Commission or the Conanicut 
Island Land Trust, warning that, 
without the participation of a 
watchdog group, “I’m afraid that 
we will start seeing couches and 
old mattresses on these lots.” 

Council Vice President Michael 
White said he felt that “the groups 
opposing the sale of these lots 
would help us fi gure out a way to 
keep them clean.

The Council will formally de-
bate the disposition of the fore-
closed lots at its Sept. 21 meeting. 
During that session, one of the 88 
lots – located on Stern Street – 
might be mentioned as a candidate 
for sale because the lot is not a 
wetland and it is already surround-
ed by houses. 

However, Kelly, like others op-
posing the sale of any foreclosed 
lots, warned that selling a lot be-
cause it lacked a wetland would 
“open a can of worms by setting 
a precedent” that would inevitably 
invite other buyers to pressure the 
town to sell other lots.
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Business Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 7 pm

Sat. 8 am to 6 pm & Sun. 8 am to 2 pm

Mon-Thurs: 5:30 am-8 pm
Friday: 5:30 am-7 pm
Sat-Sun: 7 am-3 pm

36 Southwest Avenue
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835

T: (401) 560-0300  F: (401) 560-0301

www.jamestownfitness.com

14 Narragansett Ave. 
423-1490

End of Summer Party
at the Tiki Bar!

Join us on 

Friday, Aug. 28  5 ’til 7
featuring Presidente Beer

Specials and Prizes

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner!

Tiki Bar Open Every Night,
Noon on Saturday and Sunday

ROSEMARY TUTSCH
ASHLEY TUTSCH

Stylist – Color – Design

32 Pemberton Ave
Jamestown
560-0642

Salon Balayage

The Place for Auto Repair & Tires

401-789-3596
Only 3 Miles off the Jamestown Bridge!

FULL RANGE OF
 AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Open Saturdays

BEST RATES AND SERVICE AROUND

THE NEWPORT ANTIQUES FESTIVAL
AT FORT ADAMS
“Something for every taste”

Saturday, August 29, 2009 • 9am - 5pm

Show Admission: $8.00 (with Ad $7.00)
Early buyers open at 8:00am $20.00

A Benefit for the Fort Adams Trust
Fort Adams State Park
Newport, Rhode Island

Rain or Shine!

Managed by Ferguson & D’Arruda
409 Wickenden St., Providence, RI 02903

For Show Info: 401-273-5550
Email ferguson.darruda@comcast.net

For more information contact Fort Adams Trust
at 401-841-0707 or visit www.fortadams.org
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Jamestown Chamber of Commerce 
thanks the following businesses and individuals for their 
generous support for our Night at Fort Getty fundraiser

to benefit the Quononoquott Garden Club:

If we have left your name out, it was unintentional, 
your donation is truly appreciated and 

we thank you for your contribution to this worthy cause.

Ace’s Pizza
Atlantic Landscaping

Baker’s Pharmacy
Balance Sport and Fitness

Phyllis Bedard
Ben Thomas Gallery

Casita Sea Glass
Cathryn Jamieson Salon

Clancy Designs
Chopmist Charlie’s
Conanicut Marine

Don Miller Photography
Dutch Harbor Boat Yard

East Ferry Deli
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Pete Gadoury
Joan Goldstein
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Hallman Septic Service
Island Realty
Jack’s Electric

Jamestown Designs
Jamestown Fitness

Jamestown Hardware
Jamestown Press

Jamestown Wine & Spirits
Meredith & Clarke
McQuade’s Market

Heather & Don Minto
Watson Farm

Morneau & Murphy
Bill & Marlene Murphy

Narragansett Café
Newport Storm

The Oak Hill Tavern
Ocean Essence Spa

Leo N. Orsi, Jr. 

Charlie Petit

The Purple Door Bead Shop

Quononoquott Garden Club

Robb Roach

Salon Balayage

Seaside Gardeners

The Secret Garden

Slice of Heaven

Spinnaker’s Café

Mike Swistak
 Christopher & Regan Insurance

Trattoria Simpatico

Tricia’s Tropi-Grille

Village Hearth Bakery

Wyndham Bay Voyage

423-3650
www.jamestownrichamber.com

Council to consider water, sewer hikes
By Phil Zahodiakin

The Town Council will debate, and possibly vote on, a signifi cant 
increase in water and sewer rates at its Sept. 8 meeting. The town 
has already proposed a 15 percent increase in the sewer rate; during 
the Aug. 24 meeting of the council, a consultant recommended a 20 
percent increase in the water rate.

The hikes are necessary to service the bond debt incurred for 
sewage and water system improvements. The council did not debate 
the proposed sewage rate-hike at last week’s meeting; however, the 
proposed water-rate hike has some council members looking for 
ways to distribute the increase among all island residents – even 
those who have drinking water wells.

“[Town] water is a value-added amenity and a [fi nancial] burden 
on a specifi c group of ratepayers – even though the entire island 
benefi ts,” said Town Council member William Kelly. His view was 
shared by fellow council member Robert Sutton, who added that 
he would like to see these benefi ts quantifi ed beyond the revenue 
analysis presented by consultant David Beeben.

One way to spread out the rate increase, said council member 
Barbara Szepatowski, would be raising the $75,000 fee that the 
town pays for renting fi re hydrants – a fee listed as fi re protection 
charges in the operating budget – to $150,000. There aren’t any hy-
drants beyond the village, but, because the rental fee is paid out of 
property tax revenue, an increase in the rental fee would be “shared” 
by all property owners.

Meanwhile, the town is proceeding with its efforts to sell the 
former town offi ces on Southwest Avenue. The adequacy of a 20 
percent increase in the water rate assumes a $400,000 sale price for 
the property in 2010; without that money, there would be a shortfall 
in the revenue projected by the water division.

Jamestown to host open water rowing race
Hundreds of the world’s best open water rowers and paddlers will de-

scend on Mackerel Cove this Saturday, Aug. 29, to compete in a grueling 
self-propelled race around the island. The racers will complete a diffi cult 
15.5-mile counter revolution around the island ending at Fort Getty.

This is a new event for Jamestown, but it promises to attract many big 
names in rowing as it will also be the site of this year’s prestigious North 
American Open Water Rowing Championship.

“Jamestown welcomed us with open arms. The course is incredible, 
one of the best in North America for what we need,” said Dan Gorriaran 
of the Narragansett Boat Club in Providence, one of the race organiz-
ers.

Spectators are invited, and can see the mass start at Mackerel Cove 
at 9 a.m., or view the race from Fort Wetherill or downtown Jamestown 
(East Ferry town beach). The best vantage point for the fi nish will be Ft. 
Getty.


