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By Jeff McDonough
The Jamestown Fire Museum has been given a 

hand-operated fi re-fi ghting apparatus that is esti-
mated to be about 150 years old.

Ken Caswell of the fi re museum said the machine 
was used to pump water to a hose so that the wa-
ter could be used to extinguish a fi re. The pumper, 
called a “hand tub,” was built by Hunneman & Co. 
in Roxbury, Mass. The date of manufacture was 
1840 to 1860, he said.

The antique was donated to Jamestown by the 
South County Museum because it is in need of res-
toration. The hand tub is missing its wheels, the red 
and gold paint is just about worn away and most of 
the fi ttings are rusted. 

The lettering on the side of the hand tub is not 
clear, but Caswell believes that it says, “Natik,” 
quite possibly where the pumper last saw active ser-
vice.

Caswell plans to restore the pumper to a nearly 
new condition, as he and volunteers did with the 
1859 Jeffers hand pumper now housed at the fi re 
museum. Restoration will take several years, he 
said.

The Hunneman pumper is pulled by 20 people, 
who then pump the device by hand. The pumping 
crew is stationed fore and aft.

The restored Jeffers pumper takes 40 people to 
pull and pump, Caswell said.

Antique fire engine finds new home in Jamestown
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SECLUDED RESIDENCE ON WALCOTT AVENUE
 

New Listing: Built in 2001, this home was designed by the current owner-architect as an island retreat for family and friends.  The main living areas are 
bathed in southern light.  There is a natural stone fireplace in the living room.  The kitchen works wonderfully for entertaining and preparation. First 
floor master suite with office.  Gracious screened porch. Marvelous landscaping. Beautifully conceived and executed use of space, design and detail. 

$1,395,000

OPEN SATURDAY 1 - 3
19 SAIL STREET

WONDERFUL COLONIAL ON A 
SPACIOUS CORNER LOT

New Listing: Built in 2001, 
this home offers a traditional 
feel with amenities. Three 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, formal 
dining room, garage, and a gas 
fireplace! Central AC. Superb-
ly  priced at $459,000

SPLIT LEVEL HOME

ON A DOUBLE LOT

New Listing: This split level 
home has a fireplace and a 
woodstove!   There are 3 bed-
rooms and an integral garage.  
Great value. $329,000

OPEN SATURDAY 1 - 3
50 WHITTIER ROAD

A RARE TREASURE IN SHOREBY HILL

$1,425,000

OPEN SATURDAY 1 - 3
47 STANDISH ROAD

SHOREBY HILL WITH VIEWS TO HARBOR 
$1,200,000

OPEN SUNDAY 11 - 1
53 STEAMBOAT

GREAT JAMESTOWN SHORES OPPORTUNITY 
$269,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 3
7 CLARKE’S VILLAGE ROAD

CUSTOM CONTEMPORARY WITH WATERVIEWS

$1,495,000

Carol Hopkins, Ginny Prichett, Dinny Burgin, Bob Bailey, Dianne Grippi, Robin Tregenza,
Joan McCauley, Vicki deAngeli, Dan Shapiro, John McCauley, Mary Beth Murphy

The Jamestown Fire Department Memorial Museum recently acquired a pre-civil war “hand tub” from the South 
County Museum. Built by Hunneman & Co. in Roxbury, Mass., the antique fire engine is slated for restoration to 
working condition.              Photo by Jim Smith




