Ft. Getty
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20-year bond, the rule of thumb
for annual debt service is 7 per-
cent of face value, or $75,000,” he
said. That would be a significant
addition to Jamestown’s operating
budget, particularly in this fiscal
climate, so a bond would have to
be given careful consideration dur-
ing budget review in terms of what
it would mean for the tax rate,
Keiser added.

“I think that there’s a desire to
find alternative sources of revenue
to assist in improvements at Ft.
Getty, in addition to the money we
already have set aside: $250,000
on the town side and $150,000
through a state grant,” he said.
“Pursuing state grants designated
for historic parks, especially giv-
en the significance of Ft. Getty,
would be a future opportunity, but
that’s not going to get us all the
money we need, which is why we
need to look into the feasibility of
other possible sources, such as a
wedding-and-banquet facility be-
hind the Rembijas Pavilion. Given
the tremendous scenic qualities of
Ft. Getty, a facility like that could
be very competitive in the Rhode
Island market for those kinds of
events.”

Discussion is needed

The spectacular views at Ft.
Getty belie the frustrations at the
campground, where all 105 of the
RV slots are occupied (and an-
other 102 people are paying $10 a
year just to be on the waiting list).
Requesting anonymity, a num-
ber of seasonal residents told the
Press that they have been dealing
with, among other problems: “in-
adequate” electrical service and
“electrical shocks” to people who
touch metal surfaces while stand-
ing on wet grass; a “disgraceful”
boat ramp; rules violations, such
as campfires burning too closely to
adjacent RVs; “untrimmed vegeta-
tion” along the western edge of the
campground; ‘“unreliable” grass-
mowing; “tea-colored tap water”
and a “deplorable” bathroom and
shower facility.

In her public comments during
the Sept. 8 meeting of the Town
Council, a seasonal resident, Jane
Enos, said that it was “impera-
tive” for the town and the camp-
ers to have “mutual discussions,”
adding that the residents would be
willing to set up an association for
the purpose of facilitating those

discussions. However, in a sub-
sequent response, Parks and Rec-
reation Department Director Bill
Piva questioned the need for an as-
sociation because he said he would
prefer to hear from all the seasonal
residents of Ft. Getty.

“Come to the recreation depart-
ment and talk to the maintenance
staff,” he said. “That’s the proce-
dure we have. But I’ve had only
two [seasonal residents] come into
the office during this entire sea-
son.”

To ensure that he hears from as
many seasonal residents as possi-
ble before the campground closes
on Oct. 5, Piva has slated a town
hall-style meeting for Saturday,
Oct. 3 at the Rembijas Pavilion.

“We’ll sit around the picnic
tables and talk about the issues,”
Piva told the Press. “It will be a
civil meeting where they’ll have
the opportunity to bring up their
complaints, and my angle to them
will be that I have two full-time
maintenance staff — two more dur-
ing the season, but only after the
campground opens — for a huge
list of work. Like every other de-
partment, we’re pulled from many
different directions. Ft. Getty isn’t
all we do. Look at all the programs
we run. We have many, many re-
sponsibilities besides Ft. Getty.”

When asked for his opinion of
the bathroom and shower facility
at Ft. Getty, Piva said, “Deplor-
able, and my maintenance staff
takes a bad rap for that. We do an
acid wash at the beginning and the
end of the season and, in between,
they paint and scrub. But until I
have a green light from higher-ups
to put some money into renovat-
ing the facility, all we can do is
keep applying band-aids. When I
was a kid growing up in this town,
I worked in the rec. department
and I cut the grass and cleaned the
bathrooms at Ft. Getty. Sadly, they
haven’t changed in 30 years as far
as how they are. They’re old and
outdated. We had a malfunction in
one of the urinals and it took the
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plumber over a week to find the
part he needed to fix it.”

But, Piva added, the depart-
ment is not going to sink money
into renovations if, a year later,
the council decides — as the Master
Plan proposes — to move everyone
away from the western side of the
campground and build a bathroom
facility somewhere else.

“So, the upshot is, we’ve been
‘running in quicksand,’” he said.

Piva strongly disputed the al-
legation that his maintenance crew
was not mowing the grass at Ft.
Getty regularly, and said that there
were clear procedures in place for
residents to follow in the event of
rules violations.

He also repeated his frustra-
tion that seasonal residents are not
alerting his department to prob-
lems, noting, for example, that “I
just found out that someone’s wa-
ter filter turned black in just one
day, so I called [the Department of
Public Works] and they went right
down to flush the system — but I
need to know about the problems.
If [the residents] keep them secret,
what am I supposed to do?”

Piva had National Grid look
into the electrical shock problem
last year, but “they didn’t finish
until after the campers had left, so
we didn’t find out that the problem
wasn’t rectified until they returned
this season. But it’s not as if we
haven’t been paying attention to
the problem,” he said.

‘The problem is a
demand issue’

In response to complaints about
inadequate electrical service, Piva
said that the problem is actually a
demand issue.

“One mistake we made that we
won’t make again going forward is
allowing in RVs drawing more than
50 amps into the campground,”
he said. “We supply 30 amps, but
these RVs aren’t anything like the
campers we remember from the
past. A lot of them are fully appli-
anced with washers and dryers and
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Book discussion at

Tennis Hall of Fame

The International Tennis Hall
of Fame & Museum will host au-
thor L. Jon Wertheim this evening,
Sept. 17, at 6 p.m. for a signing and
discussion of his new book, Strokes
of Genius, which takes readers on
a fantastic journey through the ri-
valry between Rafael Nadal and
Roger Federer during the historic
2008 Wimbledon finals match.

A senior writer for Sports II-
lustrated, Wertheim has covered
an array of topics and has written
various sports-related books on
martial arts, pool, basketball and
tennis.

Admission is free for members
of the International Tennis Hall of
Fame & Museum; $10 for non-
members.

Contact 849-3990 or visit www.
tennisfame.com for more informa-
tion.
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wide-screen TVs.”

The electrical shock problem
has not been resolved, according
to Keiser.

“National Grid has sent their
‘best and brightest’ out to find the
source of the stray voltage and,
as of last Friday, they still don’t
know,” he said.

Like Piva, Keiser questioned
the justification for providing sig-
nificantly more electrical power to
the campground.

“Clearly, there has not been
significant re-investment in the
campground, but it’s always been
pretty bare bones. Now that the
infrastructure is wearing out, it is
incumbent on the town to bring it
up to standard,” he said. “But any

requests for a major increase in
electrical service calls into ques-
tion what the town should be pro-
viding.”

The numbers that the town is
looking at to improve the camp-
ground are significant, Keiser
said.

“So we’ve reached a tipping
point in looking at where we want
to be in relation to [the income]
Ft. Getty provides to the town,” he
said.

The Ft. Getty Master Plan Com-
mittee meeting slated for Thursday,
Sept. 24, will be held at 9 a.m. at
Jamestown Town Hall. A start time
for the Satuday, Oct. 3 “town hall
meeting” at Ft. Getty has yet to be
determined.
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