Planning Commission sends new zoning
ordinance proposal to Town Council

By Tyler Will

The Jamestown Planning Com-
mission voted 6-1 at its Sept. 16
meeting to send a new zoning
ordinance proposal to the Town
Council for review and public
comment.

Commissioner Michael Smith
abstained in the final vote. After
the meeting, Smith said he has not
been on the Planning Commission
long enough “to know the ins and
outs of that ordinance.”

No members of the public at-
tended the meeting, which was the
last one of the commission’s pre-
liminary work. Town Planner Lisa
Bryer informed the commission
that although the ordinance would
be sent to the Town Council, the
commission still has work to do.

“When we forward something
to Town Council...the Planning
Commission reviews all proposed
amendments to the zoning ordi-
nance and then makes a recom-
mendation,” Bryer said.

The Town Council must adver-
tise public hearings on the ordi-
nance for three consecutive weeks,
Bryer said. The three weeks began
as of the Town Council’s Sept. 21
meeting, and a public hearing will
be held sometime in October. A
workshop will be held Sept. 30 or
Oct. 1, Bryer said.

The ordinance includes lot di-
mension restrictions in the Com-
mercial Downtown district, which
some view as controversial. Some
business owners also allege that
the Planning Commission added
the restrictions after the initial pro-
posal was released.

In response to the controversy,
Chairman Michael Swistak previ-
ously said the restrictions were in
the original proposal, adding that
the document is dense and com-
plicated. Town residents did not
have enough time to look through
it thoroughly, he said.

Town Solicitor Peter Ruggiero,
who was at the meeting, said the
ordinance also prohibits helicopter
landings except for Coast Guard
or military use, or during aviation
emergencies.

The commission spent most

of the meeting discussing small
changes made to the ordinance
during previous revision sessions,
but no significant changes were
made to the ordinance during the
meeting.

A motion to further restrict
signs on temporary storage bins
on residential property failed 4-2.
Commissioners Richard Ventrone
and Duncan Pendlebury said signs
on storage bins were offensive to
neighbors.

“You are basically allowing
someone to have a bill board in
your yard for 180 days,” Pendle-
bury said.

Commissioners who favored
letting sign restrictions remain said
the bins are temporary and could
cause problems among neighbors.

“As far as giving ammunition
for neighbors to fight with neigh-
bors, I do not see why we should
be increasing this sign ordinance,”
Smith said. Commission Vice
Chairman Gary Girard was not
included in the vote because he ar-
rived later in the meeting.

The commission voted 4-3 to
remove some smart code from
the ordinance, terminology meant
to streamline the language. Bryer
said some smart code was adopt-
ed from a model ordinance, but it
takes away the customized qual-
ity that zoning ordinances usually
have.

“A lot of the smart code is
jargon, and I do not think jargon
should be in a public document,”
Smith said.

The proposal will save time for
some residents who apply for vari-
ances or other relief.

“If they are doing something
where no other requirement is nec-
essary...then that can be reviewed
by the Technical Review Commit-
tee,” Bryer said.

Development in the Bay View
Condominiums on the east side of
Narragansett Avenue would war-
rant a special review by the Plan-
ning Commission.

Earlier in the meeting, the com-
mission approved an extension of
a preliminary approval. The appli-
cant, Evelyn Furtado, was not pres-
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ent, and Kenneth Littman spoke in
her place. He said the implementa-
tion of a plan approved about three
years ago was delayed for many
reasons, most recently the nation-
wide economic crunch.

“This is getting close to the last
time unless there is a really good
reason [to extend it again],” said
Commissioner Barry Holland. The
extension passed 5-1, with Girard
absent at the vote.
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Library book groups announce upcoming picks

The book discussion groups
at the Jamestown Philomenian
Library will discuss “A History
of Love” by Nicole Krauss on
Monday, Oct. 19, at 7 p.m. and
Tuesday, Oct. 20, at 1 p.m.

On Nov. 16-17, the groups
will discuss “Stoner” by John
Edward Williams.

The evening book discussion

group meets on the third Monday
of the month at 7 p.m.; the after-
noon group meets on the third
Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m.

Both groups, free and open to
the public, are facilitated by Li-
brary Director Judy Bell.

For more information or to
reserve a copy of the book, call
423-7280.
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wrap deck and a metal roof with a lifetime warranty. $419,500

Mansions
ZyManors.

voctatirnd Reat et s e

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000

WWW. mansionsandmanors .com




