
The Jamestown Press / September 24, 2009 / Page 9

OBITUARY

Catharine 
Carton 
Smith, 97

C a t h a r i n e 
Carton Smith 
of Bloomfi eld, 
Conn., artist 
and art collec-

tor, family matriarch and a life-long 
summer resident of Jamestown, 
died Sept. 18. She was 97.

The daughter of Alfred T. and 
Mildred Wells Carton of Lake For-
est, Ill., Mrs. Smith was born on 
Dec. 14, 1911, in Chicago. She re-
ceived her formal education at The 
Masters School in Dobbs Ferry, 
N.Y., Miss Schoff’s School in Paris 
and Smith College in Northampton, 
Mass. (class of 1934). 

She married Paul P. Swett Jr. of 
Bloomfi eld, Conn. in 1933. They 
and their three sons lived in West 
Hartford, Conn. and Washington, 
DC before moving to Baltimore, 
Md. in 1946. President of the Mary-
land Life Insurance Co., Mr. Swett 
died in 1980.

In 1983, she married Olcott D. 
Smith, chairman of the board of the 
Aetna Life and Casualty Co., and 
moved to Farmington, Conn. He 
died in 2000. She moved in 2008 to 
the Duncaster Lifecare Community 
in Bloomfi eld. 

From age 14 on, she summered 
at Full House, her family’s home on 
Wolcott Avenue. 

Mrs. Smith painted watercol-
ors of sea and countryside, boats, 
buildings and rural farms with clean 
lines, warm colors and engaging 
perspective. She collected late 19th 
and early 20th century American 
landscapes and enthusiastically sup-
ported museums of art wherever she 

lived.
A descendent of Thomas Wells, a 

governor of the Colony of Connect-
icut, and Deacon Samuel Chapin, a 
founder of Springfi eld, Mass., Mrs. 
Smith took pride in her ancestry, 
treasured their mementos and vis-
ited their burial sites in England and 
Ireland. 

Mrs. Smith was giving and gra-
cious, relished her friends, but most 
of all, she cherished her family (more 
than 100 members at her death). A 
natural hostess and household man-
ager, she presided over rooms full 
of relations of all ages at her annual 
Thanksgiving gatherings. 

While not a competitive athlete, 
Mrs. Smith skied and rode horse-
back and, well into ‘80s, played golf 
and tennis. She also loved sailing.

First on her father’s sloops “Hye-
pus,” “Suwarro” and “Kit,” then on 
her own sloop “Teal,” she sailed 
on Narragansett Bay for some of 
most every summer for more than 
80 years. She last “got on the wa-
ter,” as she phrased it, in July of this 
year aboard Don Miller’s “Quintes-
sence.”

She is the grandmother of Han-
nah Swett, collegiate All-American 
sailor and a 2003 Yachtswoman of 
the Year. 

Mrs. Smith held membership in 
clubs and organizations throughout 
her life, including the Conanicut 
Yacht Club, the Dumplings Asso-
ciation, Garden Club of America 
and the Cosmopolitan Club in New 
York City. 

Distinguished by her impecca-
ble dress and manners, Mrs. Smith 
looked for the best in others and 
tried always to be at her best. “You 
are dead an awfully long time,” she 
once remarked by way of explain-

ing her goal of avoiding stress and 
seeking serenity. So she lived each 
day for nearly a century. 

Survivors include her brother, 
Dr. Robert W. Carton of Winnetka, 
Ill., (her other brother, Laurence A. 
Carton, died in 2004); sisters-in-law, 
Jean Keating Carton of Winnetka 
and Ann Schmidt Carton of Lake 
Forest, Ill.; sons, Steven C. Swett of 
Norwich, Vt. and Thomas C. Swett 
of Unionville, Pa. (her son, Bradford 
N. Swett, died in 2005); daughters-
in law, Shiela Chanler Swett of Nor-
wich, Vt., Holly McAllister Swett of 
New York City and Carolyn Gordy 
Swett of Unionville; step-children, 
Damon B. Smith of Old Lyme, 
Conn., Wendy M. Brainerd of Old 
Lyme, Conn., Tyler Smith of Hart-
ford, Conn. and O. Whitman Smith 
of Charlotte, Vt. and their spouses; 
eight grandchildren, 10 great-grand-
children, 12 step-grandchildren, 15 
step-great grandchildren and dozens 
of nieces and nephews. 

She will be buried at Riverside 
Cemetery, Pleasant Valley, Conn. 
A memorial service will be held at 
noon on Wednesday, Oct. 7, at Old 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 
Bloomfi eld, Conn.

Gifts in her memory can be made 
to the Baltimore Museum of Art, the 
New Britain Museum of American 
Art and St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church of Jamestown.

WILLIAM A. LEONARD
General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

YES, COMPUTERS ARE COMPLICATED!
A phone call can simplify things.
> installation and setup of your computer hardware and software.
> degunking of your computer for better performance.
> building or helping you build web pages and get them on the internet.
> helping you learn how to use MicrosoftTM Windows and Windows programs.
> providing scanning services and digital photography and show you how.
> creating custom programs for MicrosoftTM  Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 • WWW.WAL1.COM

CATHRYN JAMIESON SALON

Loyalty and commitment to our community.

HAIRCOLOR THAT’S
ESSENTIALLY DAMAGE FREE

Pure radiance. Reflective depth. Up to 99% naturally derived* and infused 
with a protective blend of oils  sunflower, castor and Jojoba – Aveda Full 
SpectrumTM hair color conditons as it adds amazing shine.
Get healthy-looking hair color.
Call to book now.

*from plants and non-petroleum based minerals.
Find other Aveda locations at
800.328.0849 or aveda.com

16 NARRAGANSETT AVE
401-423-0905

www.CathrynJamiesonSalon.com

Oct. 3, 2009           Final date for registration and change of address or name at Town Hall, 
 93 Narragansett Ave. Open 1 to 4 p.m.

Oct. 7, 2009        Preliminary list of eligible voters posted at the Town Hall. Please check
 accuracy and notify the Board of Canvassers by Oct. 9, 2009 of any
 errors or omissions on the list.

Oct. 13, 2009    Board of Canvassers meeting 1:30 p.m., Town Hall, to
                              Canvass and correct the list of qualified voters.

 Final date at 4:00 p.m. for Board of Canvassers to receive mail
 Ballot applications.

Nov. 2, 2009 Final date at 4:00 p.m. to vote by emergency ballot.

Nov. 3, 2009            ELECTION DAY - Polls open 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 
District 1   vote at Jamestown Community Center, 41 Conanicus Avenue
District 2  vote at Lawn Avenue School, 55 Lawn Ave.
District 3  vote at Melrose Avenue School, 76 Melrose Ave.

Please contact the Board of Canvassers at 423-9804 for further information. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Municipal Election

NOVEMBER 3, 2009

CLIP & SAVE
ATTENTION JAMESTOWN VOTERS

No need to leave the island! Color Copies available while you wait!
The Jamestown Press • 42 Narragansett Ave.

ROUTE 2 NORTH KINGSTOWN EXETER LINE EXIT 5 TO EXETER OFF RT 4 & I-95 • (401) 294-2044
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The Newport
Havurah

An Association of 
Reform Jews

Please join us
for our

Yom Kippur
and

Sukkot services
Contact us at 

newport.havurah@gmail.com

Telephone 401 - 423 - 6425
129 Narragansett Avenue Jamestown, RI
www.AtlanticLawnAndGarden.com

Landscape Design, Construction, & Maintenance Company Since 1997


