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Island Opinion

See your tax dollars
at work this Saturday

YOU ARE INVITED TO AN OPEN
HOUSE from 10 a.m. to noon this Satur-
day, Oct. 24, at the new town public works
facility. Refreshments will be served.

Yup, folks, this is your oppotunity to see how
your hard-earned property taxes have been spent
by the town. The long-debated, much talked
about highway garage has been completed for
about two months and is now in use by the town.

Located adjacent to the wastewater treat-
ment plant and the Newport Pell Bridge, there is
nothing exciting about the building. It is a basic,
practical facility that cost taxpayers $1.5 million.
Construction was started about a year ago and
was completed on budget.

Town Administrator Bruce Keiser said the new
facility is already saving the town money because
the town mechanic is able to perform mainte-
nance on police, fire, JEMS and other vehicles.
That work was previously out-sourced, he said.

In addition to the giant garage bays, the build-
ing includes office space, lockers and show-
ers, and a breakroom/meeting space. It’s a big
improvement for the town employees.

Keiser said the highway department is now
operating at much—improved efficiency.

For those who follow town politics, this is the
first time in a number of Town Council elections
that the town highway garage has not been a
campaign issue.

— Jeff McDonough
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Thank you
Jamestown

The Leddy family and
the numerous volunteers
involved in the Joseph Si-
doni memorial fundraiser
to benefit the Rhode Island
Tomorrow Fund would like
to express our sincere grati-
tude to all of the Jamestown
businesses and residents for
their unfailing support. Our
family holds this event, and
the memory of Joseph, very
close to our hearts.

We gratefully acknowl-
edge Jamestown’s contin-
ued generosity and kind
donations. The Jamestown
community is a very special
place full of giving souls.
Your overwhelming support
is a constant source of hope
and wonder for all involved.

We are humbled by your
grace and kindness.
Thank you very much!
Frank and Evelyn
Leddy and family
Jamestown

Running for ‘Hole

in the Wall’ camps

My name is David Mon-
toya, and I am running in the
upcoming New York City
marathon for charity. Re-
cently, as a part of my train-
ing, I ran from Beavertail
Point to the Mews Tavern, a
20.5-mile run. I would like
to thank the Jamestowners
who made it to the Mews.

I am the only person

from the entire state run-
ning for the Hole in the Wall
camps. It is a Paul Newman
organization that gives kids
who are hospitalized with
illnesses a chance to go to
summer camp.

You can still support the
camps by going to wWww.
teamholeinthewall.org.
Click on “make a dona-
tion,” then ‘“sponsor team
member.” Click on the NYC
marathon link, type David
Montoya and click on my
page.

I would greatly appreci-
ate the support.

David Montoya
Jamestown

Be prepared

for emergencies

I have recently, with the
help of my fellow scouts of
Troop 1 Jamestown, assem-
bled some kits for members
of our community as part
of my Eagle Scout project.
These kits include many
items recommended by
FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Association)
to be in everyone’s homes in
the event of an emergency.
They include such items as
water, ready prepared foods,
first aid supplies and sani-
tary items.

It is important that we all
visit the R.I. EMA website
(www.riema.ri.gov) and pre-
pare our homes in the event

See “Letters” on page 13

100 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, Oct. 19, 1909

The work of placing under cover the machinery and
building material at Ft. Wetherill, to protect it from the
winter weather, has commenced. This would indicate
that no extensive work on that fortification was to be
done this fall.

There was a change in the mail arrangements by the
Narragansett Transportation Company today. Instead of
sending the Nada to Wickford, as heretofore, the compa-
ny received permission from the Postoffice Department
to send the mails across Jamestown to Saunderstown
and then to Wickford Junction. ... The change of plan to
carry mail across Jamestown may give that town what
has been asked for, an earlier or a later mail, or both as
the contractor will be passing the Jamestown postoffice
a number of times each day and can carry the mail later
as well as not.

75 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, Oct. 25, 1934

(At the school committee meting) regulations for the
use of the Thomas H. Clarke hall were discussed. ...
As a special concession to the high school boys, who
are planning a dance for Halloween, a later closing hour
was granted for one evening.

50 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, Oct. 21, 1959

A business meeting of the World War I Veterans,
Barracks 1557 was held at Memorial Hall, Jamestown,
Commander Thomas McConnell presided.

From the Newport Daily News, Oct. 24, 1959

The Jamestown Bridge Commission last night ap-
proved a budget of $133,258 for the fiscal year ending
Nov. 10, 1960. ... The report of the manager, John B.
Foley, showed that the gross revenue for the first 22

and a ban on outside water use is still in effect

This week in
Island history
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The news of 10 and 15 years ago is from the
Jamestown Press. The news of 100 years ago came
from the collection of the Newport Historical Society.

days of this month is $315.38 less than that of the same
period last year. The vehicle count for the same period
was up 18 per cent or 5,498 more vehicle crossings.

25 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, Oct. 19, 1984

Recently released IOWA test scores for 1983-84 in-
dicate Jamestown school children are among the state’s
best. Tested in five areas, Jamestown School pupils in
Grades 3-8 all attained scores higher than the national
average.

From the Newport Daily News, Oct. 23, 1984

State officials and project consultants will try tonight
(in Jamestown) to allay resident fears of air pollution
from a proposed trash-to-energy incinerator at nearby
Quonset Point.

The third annual underwater pumpkin carving contest
will be held Saturday at 10 a.m. at Ft. Wetherill State
Park. The contest is sponsored by Ocean State Scuba in
Jamestown.

15 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, Oct. 20, 1994
The water level at North Pond reservoir remains low

Jamestown Marine Services, a firm specializing in
salvage, diving and oil spill response, wants to establish
a commercial diving school at Ft. Wetherill, and state
and town officials like the idea. Bruce Banks, head of
Jamestown Marine Services, told the Town Council last
week that he plans to spend $400,000 renovating two
buildings on state-owned land at Ft. Wetherill. He would
then use the buildings to house classrooms.

The Jamestown Housing Authority has received a
HUD grant of $570,000 for improvements at Pemberton
Apartments.

10 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, Oct. 21, 1999

For three hours last Thursday evening the director of
the state Department of Transportation ... took one neg-
ative comment after another on his idea to preserve the
old Jamestown Bridge as a bicycle and pedestrian path.

Three months after (its) first meeting with a small
but concerned group over improvements to downtown
Narragansett Avenue, streetscape designer Randy Col-
lins of Gates, Leighton & Associates returned to Jame-
stown Tuesday evening with a preliminary design. With
less than 30 residents attending, turnout was meager.
But small only in numbers, the group enthusiastically
embraced the authority vested in them by the designer
and the planning office for deciding the new look for
downtown Jamestown as it heads into the next millen-
nium. ... Collins said, however, that the loudest mes-
sage he got from islanders at the initial meeting was a
desire to bury the overhead utilities. To this end, he has
given the utility companies streetscape maps of the area
and asked them to give him a cost estimate for laying
the utility conduits at the same time as the improvement
project rolls on.




