Time to prep for winter

The gardening season is end-
ing, albeit slowly with the warm
temperatures we’ve had lately.
The end of the season is the per-
fect time to examine your garden-
ing tools for any concerns. For
example, any long-handled tools
that have been inadvertently left
out in the rain might have handle
problems. Using wet tools or get-
ting your wooden tool handles wet
tends to wear away the soft wood
in the handle and can make the
handle more liable to split. Work-
ing hard with your tools, especial-
ly using a hoe for digging a hole,
for example, can also lead to split-
ting the handle.

If you have a tool with a split
handle, you can repair it tempo-
rarily during the season by taping
over the split. It’s not the best of
repairs, but it will allow you to use
the tool until season’s end. At the
end of the season, however, you
should replace the handle. Most
handles cost just a few dollars at
Jamestown Hardware and replac-
ing a handle is relatively easy. Re-
move any screws or rivets holding
the handle onto the tool. You may
have to drill out a rivet, so use a
drill bit slightly smaller than the
rivet for the first pass. Then, re-
drill using a drill bit the same size
as the rivet. Use a nail set to pop
the rivet remains out.

If the handle is broken off close
to the tool head, first cut it flush
with the tool head, then use a drill
bit about 3/8” diameter and drill
into the broken wood. This should
break up the wood in the tool head
and allow you to remove it. If that
doesn’t work, use a blowtorch and
burn the wood out. However, this
is not the best method to use be-
cause you can burn things other
than the handle pieces and you al-
ter the temper of the tool.

You may have to reshape a new
handle to ensure that it fits into the
existing tool head. If you do have
to reshape it, make sure you gently

Piano concert to be
held this Sunday

The Jamestown Community
Piano Association will present the
second concert of its 2009-2010
season this Sunday, Nov. 8, at 4
p-m. at St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church.

Students currently studying un-
der Manabu Takasawa and Grace
Urrico, who are on the piano fac-
ulty at URI, will play selections
from their latest juried repertoire.
Among the performers is islander
Samuel Hollister, who won the
Bach Award at Piano Extravagan-
za! 2009.

The concert is free to the pub-
lic. Call 423-0515 for more infor-
mation.
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taper the insert so that there are no
hard spots that might break easily.

Hammer the new handle into
the tool, insert a new screw or
rivet, and the tool is ready to go
again. If you install a new handle,
you might want to apply a little lin-
seed oil to it to help protect it the
next time you leave it outdoors.

A good way to remind yourself
that you have left tools outside is
to paint the top inch or two with a
luminescent paint. Bright pink or
orange is a good color — although
I prefer my tools to look like gar-
den tools, not safety beacons in
the garden landscape, even if I do
occasionally forget that they are
outside.

Hoes, spades and other sharp-
edged tools can often use a few
swipes with a file to keep their
edges keen. A nice sharp hoe
cuts through weeds easily and
makes the job of hoeing so much
easier. After you have sharpened
the edges, wipe the blades with
an oil-soaked rag before putting
your tools away in the shed for
the winter. With sharp, well cared-
for tools, your gardening will be
much more pleasurable.
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Short Pour Mobile Mixer
“Mixed on site gets

the job done right!”
990 Aquidneck Ave., Middletown
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Brady Says...
“Pro-Wind is a wind,
Wind Situation!”

Call Pro-Paint Plus at 401-268-3900 for more information.

Central Baptist Church

presents the first in a series of

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

The Challenge of Healthcare Reform

7:00 p.m. Thursday, November 12

PANELISTS TO INCLUDE:
Christine Ferguson Michael Fine, MD
Research professor, George Washington One of Rhode Island’s best-known family
University’s School of Public Health & physicians
Health Services, Washington, DC Community organizer, author & nationally
Former commissioner, Massachusetts known health policy expert
Department of Health Managing director, Health AccessRI,
Former director, Rhode Island Department first of its kind in the nation network of
of Human Services family practices that provide affordable
Former counsel & deputy chief of staff to primary care to people without employer-
U.S. Sen. John H. Chafee (R-RI) provided health insurance
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Heating & Cooling

1632 Kingstown Road
Peace Dale, RI 02879
401-789-9711

741 East Main Road
Middletown, RI 02842
401-847-4090

www.buckleyhc.com

Assured...

Buckley

We will monitor your home temperature
and tank levels with a state of the art
digital system. 20% discount on installed
price before December 1, 2009.

As you look around for the best deal on heating oil this winter, consider this. The
day — or more likely the night — will come when you need service. That’s not the
time you want to search the yellow pages, and wait in the cold for a service company:.
And it’s not a call you want to make to East Providence, Fall River, or New Bedford.

At Buckley, our prices are competitive, and our service is unmatched in the industry.
Rest Assured. Your best deal is with us.




