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By Eileen M. Daly
From mounting medical bills 

and loss of income to expenses 
like home renovations and in-
home assistance, a serious illness 
can take much more than a physi-
cal and emotional toll on an ill 
person and their family.

It can also create a serious fi -
nancial burden.

If you are an islander suffer-
ing from a serious illness, the 
Jamestown Medical Fund can 
help provide solutions to some of 
the daunting problems you may 
face. 

According to board members 
Millie Feeney and Maryann Carr 
Toppa, the fund was established 
in 1999 with a generous donation 
from islander David C. Kearney. 
Kearney had been diagnosed with 
leukemia and received fi nancial 
assistance from fundraisers given 
to aid him with the costs of treat-
ment. Since many of these costs 
were covered by his insurance, 
Kearney, who succumbed to the 
disease in 2002, donated the re-
maining monies to establish the 
Jamestown Medical Fund, Carr 
Toppa said.

The fund’s mission statement 
provides an overview of the pur-
pose and needs of the organiza-
tion: Its mission is “to provide fi -
nancial assistance for those in our 
community unable to meet medi-
cal expenses vital to their contin-
ued health. We hope to ‘bridge 
the gap’ when a Jamestowner’s 
medical insurance or personal 
resources do not meet the cost of 
necessary medical services. The 
fund will provide assistance for 
all types of medical expenses, 
such as hospitalization, medi-
cal supplies, prescriptions, home 
care, etc. In order to fulfi ll this 
mission, we need the support and 
contributions of individuals and 
businesses in our community.” 

Since the fund has limited re-
sources, applicants are fi rst given 
assistance in accessing all avail-
able resources, Feeney said.

“When someone applies to the 
Jamestown Medical Fund, we 
assist them in fi nding resources. 

A lot of what we do is informa-
tional,” she said.

Resources are varied, and in-
clude patient resource units that 
are available at all of the local 
hospitals and sometimes offer 
sliding fee scales for various ser-
vices. Other resources include 
community action programs 
like Child and Family Services 
of Middletown and East Bay 
Community Action, which pro-
vide multiple services, including 
dental, psychological and testing 
services on a sliding fee scale 
and Senior Health Insurance 
Person assistance, which is also 
available in all counties in Rhode 
Island, Feeney said. 

Members of the Jamestown 
Medical Fund help walk individ-
uals through myriad available re-
sources before offering any kind 
of direct fi nancial assistance, 
Carr Toppa said.

“Once they’ve exhausted all 
of the systems, we come in and 
do a sweep at the end,” she said. 
The fund will then try to cover 
those leftover costs not covered 
by insurance or available through 
community programs, Carr Top-
pa said. 

Navigating through the avail-
able resources takes some pa-
tience and persistence, and keep-
ing information organized in a 
folder or fi le system is often quite 
helpful, Feeney said.

“You have to provide docu-
mentation for most of these re-
sources so it helps to keep your 
information organized,” she said. 
Resources can help in many dif-
ferent ways, Feeney said, adding 
that money for medications or 
co-pays may be found in savings 
incurred from things like heating 
assistance or food stamps. 

“There are a lot of other re-
sources available if you know 
where to go and who to ask,” 

Feeney said.
One grateful recipient, who 

wished to remain anonymous, de-
scribed the fund as a “Godsend” 
that helped to cover the costs that 
remained after other options had 
been exhausted.. 

“Now I can concentrate on 
good health and not worry about 
bills coming in,” the recipient 
said.

The fund relies on the support 
of the community to provide as-
sistance to fellow islanders.

Both Carr Toppa and Feeney 
said that Jamestown is a gener-
ous community and that generos-
ity is needed now more than ever 
as need is expected to climb due 
to the challenging economic cli-
mate.       

“We need support,” Feeney 
said. “Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
to make a donation to the fund 
instead of buying more unnec-
essary knick-knacks during the 
Christmas holiday?”

“Or even a Thanksgiving 
donation,” Carr Toppa added, 
“to give thanks for your own 
health.”

Donations to the Jamestown 
Medical Fund can be made by 
mail to Jamestown Medical 
Fund, P.O. Box 236, Jamestown, 
RI 02835-0236. Those in need of 
assistance – or those would like 
to learn more about the fund – 
can visit www.jamestownmedi-
calfund.org.

Jamestown Medical Fund 
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WE’VE GOT BALLS!

As you look around for the best deal on heating oil this winter, consider this. The 
day – or more likely the night – will come when you need service. That’s not the 
time you want to search the yellow pages, and wait in the cold for a service company.  
And it’s not a call you want to make to East Providence, Fall River, or New Bedford. 

At Buckley, our prices are competitive, and our service is unmatched in the industry. 
Rest Assured. Your best deal is with us.

Rest 
Assured...

Service 24 hours a day
Propane
Bio-Heat

We will monitor your home temperature 
and tank levels with a state of the art 

digital system. 20% discount on installed 
price before December 1, 2009.

1632 Kingstown Road 
Peace Dale, RI 02879 
401-789-9711 

741 East Main Road 
Middletown, RI 02842 
401-847-4090 

www.buckleyhc.com 
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Over 30 New Value
Wines Now in Stock

They All Mix 'n Match

2 for $10 2 for $15
3 for $25 2 for $20

2 for $25

1/2 CASE OF WINE*
* Excludes Sale Items
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This Year’s
Beaujolais Arrives

on Thursday,
November 19

RESERVE YOUR’S TODAY!

LOWER PRICES AND BETTER SERVICE EVERY DAY - COMPARE FOR YOURSELF

Where in the World 
is the Jamestown Press?
Marlene and Bill Murphy took the Jamestown Press along 
when they recently visited Walt Disney World’s Magic 
Kingdom in sunny Florida.

Monday, Nov. 16
7 p.m., Town Hall, the Town 

Council meets.
Tuesday, Nov. 17

The Wind Energy Commit-
tee meets.

TOWN MEETINGS

Fax Services available 
at the Jamestown Press

42 Narragansett Ave.


