
Page 10 / November 12, 2009 / The Jamestown Press

A very good thing happened a 
couple of years ago. WRNI, the 
local National Public Radio sta-
tion, got a new slot on the FM dial, 
which expanded its signal to all of 
South County. Prior to that, NPR 
fans had to choose between a faint, 
tinny signal on 1290 AM—if you 
could get it, or listen to WGBH in 
Boston.

Boston had a good signal, but 
the daytime programming was lim-
ited to classical music. Evenings 
were strictly jazz. If you wanted to 
hear some news, you had to wait 
for those precious hours between 
3 and 7 p.m. In those days, before 
you could listen to radio on the 
computer, I used to put my dog 
in the car and go for a ride so we 
could listen to the afternoon news 

program “All Things Considered.” 
I got a mid-day news fi x, the dog 
got to hang his head out the win-
dow and slobber down the glass – 
it was a win-win adventure.

Enter 102.7, with its steady 
stream of topical news programs. 
The day begins with “Morning 
Edition,” gives listeners a taste of 
what’s going on in the world with 
BBC World News, and then offers 
a number of shows on up-to-the-
minute subjects discussed by an 
array of people at the top of their 
respective fi elds. 

For a news junkie, this is pure 
nirvana.

My favorite program begins 
at 10 a.m. “On Point” with Tom 
Ashbrook devotes an entire hour 
to a single subject. In this world 

of sound bytes and short atten-
tion spans, the format is a wel-
come relief – a chance to hear 
from people who know what they 
are talking about, debating an is-
sue intelligently. Callers who have 
something to say on the topic are 
welcome, too. What I like most 
about this, and other NPR news 
programs, is that the host, the ex-
perts and the callers all manage to 
discuss what are often emotional, 
politically charged topics, without 
shouting or name calling.  There is 
no insulting of the person with the 
opposite opinion. No one cuts off 
the other speaker or talks louder to 
give his opinion. I bring this up be-
cause many news programs today 
– on both radio and TV – feel the 
way to get ratings is to be more like 
the Jerry Springer show. That’s not 
news – it’s a headache! 

When “On Point” is over, I 
feel like I am very much informed 

about the day’s topics and I often 
fi nd myself, later in the week, tell-
ing somebody about what I learned 
on that program.

I also enjoy Michel Martin’s 
program “Tell Me More,” which 
delves deep into issues of race 
and diversity in this melting pot 
of a world we live in. Because I 
am a white, middle-class woman, 
I do not always think about top-
ics that affect people of other cul-
tures. “Tell Me More” informs me 
about issues I may not have known 
about, or clues me in that maybe I 
don’t know as much as I think I do 
about certain issues. It’s often an 
eye-opener, and I appreciate that.

On Saturday mornings, “Car 
Talk” is just a hoot! Tom and Ray 
Magliozzi, MIT grads turned car 
afi cionados, take calls from listen-
ers who are having trouble with 
their vehicles and try to solve the 
problems over the phone. The 
callers have to resort to imitating 
the various problem noises that 
emanate from the engines and 
the brothers are just hysterical. I 
couldn’t care less about cars, but 
this show is funny and I look for-
ward to it each week.

Now the thing about public ra-
dio is this: It is listener supported. 
That means in order to continue 
broadcasting quality programs, the 

station depends on the donations 
of listeners, like me, who must 
reach into our pockets and hand 
over some money. I do this at least 
twice a year because public radio 
provides me with so much qual-
ity information that I would feel 
guilty not doing it.  Now, if you are 
an NPR fan, you know that there 
are “pledge weeks” a few times a 
year. This is when the quality pro-
gramming is interrupted and local 
station employees get on the radio 
and tell you, and tell you again, 
how important it is that you give 
money to them. 

I hate pledge weeks! 
They are annoying and they 

prevent me from enjoying my fa-
vorite programs. The only solution 
to getting rid of pledge weeks is to 
send them money before they have 
to ask for it.

WRNI’s winter fundraiser runs 
from today through Nov. 20. There 
are many ways to give – including 
volunteering at the call center or 
stuffi ng envelopes. I will be an-
swering the phones on Tuesday. 
Brie Berry, who grew up in Jame-
stown, is WRNI’s membership di-
rector. Email her at bberry@wrni.
org to fi nd out how you can help 
support this wonderful station, or 
just visit the website to make a 
pledge.

WILLIAM A. LEONARD
General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

> install and setup your computer hardware and software.
> degunk your computer for better performance.
> build or help you build web pages and get them on the internet.
> help you learn how to use MicrosoftTM Windows and Windows programs
> provide scanning services and digital photography and show you how.
> create custom programs for MicrosoftTM Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 • WWW.WAL1.COM
WILL-027221

I can…

RCall 423-WATE
(9 2 8 3)

For details on increasing the yeild of your well

Well Works Servicing All Water Needs
License # 
WD/PI-57

WE DIG JAMESTOWN!!
Wells, Pumps & Filters
Installed & Repaired

Hydro-fracking
New & Existing Water Systems

The Place for Auto Repair & Tires

401-789-3596

FULL RANGE OF
 AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Open Saturdays

BEST RATES AND SERVICE AROUND

14 Narragansett Ave. 
423-1490

Dinner for Two $18.95
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

Thursdays & Sundays. Noon until 7 p.m.
Add a bottle of Wine, Appetizer,

or Dessert for Two ~ Only $5 each.

Now Booking
Holiday Parties!

Lunch Saturdays & Sundays 
Dinner 6 nights. Closed Mondays

A-1 TREE SERVICE
Removal Pruning Stumps
License #260 Insured

Joe
924-0214

HomeLite®

WILD BIRD SEED with FREE DELIVERY
ANY QUANTITY and 

Discounts for Bulk Purchases!

Feeders & Birdhouses
Weather Stations • Binoculars & Telescopes

Childrens Toys • Gifts & lots more...

BIRDWATCHER’S
NATURE VIEW
484 Main Street, Wakefield

401-789-8020
SINCE 1993

www.e-natureview.com

Between the old Larchwood Inn & The Mews Tavern

HELLO JAMESTOWN . . .

VETERAN'S DAY SALE!
STAINMASTER AND ANSO CARPET SALE

12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH*

JUST IN HIGH END REMNANTS!
We install or bind them into area rugs! 

491 Davisville Road, North Kingstown, RI (At Devil's Ft. Rd.)
  New traffic pattern, call for easy directions.

884.8300  bartscarpet.com  295.0164

CARPET

PRE-FINISHED
HARDWOOD

CERAMIC TILE

WINDOW
TREATMENTS

LAMINATE

AREA RUGS

VINYL

CARPET
CLEANERS

TRY BART'S 
XTRA CLEAN 
CARPET & 
UPOLSTERY 
CLEANING

* ON SELECT ITEMS. WITH CREDIT APPROVAL

$200 OFF
on Shaw Carpet, Hardwood, 
Tile, Laminate or Area Rugs

250 sq. ft. minimum purchase for hard 
surface. 50 yd. minimum purchase for carpet.

Expires 11/30/09

Flotsam
and 
Jetsam 

By Donna Drago

Why public radio is a big part of my day

David Marshall of Jamestown 
has been named to the 2009 In-
tercollegiate Sailing Association’s 
2009 All Academic Sailing Team. 
Marshall has been honored as a 
fi rst team selection for the Con-
necticut College sailing program.

Student-athletes must maintain 
a cumulative GPA of 3.5, be a key 
starter or reserve member of their 
school’s sailing team, and have 
reached junior standing at their 
institution of learning in order to 
be considered eligible for this dis-
tinction.  

Marshall earned high marks for 
his academic and athletic excel-
lence at Connecticut College. This 
past year, Marshall was named a 
Winthrop Scholar, the College’s 
highest academic honor awarded 

to members of the senior class who 
demonstrate exceptional scholar-
ship, personal fi tness and promise. 

During commencement week-
end, Marshall was recognized by 
the athletic department as the co-
recipient of the prestigious Brown/
Brooks award. Established by the 
class of 1984, the award is given 
to the outstanding male and female 
student-athletes who best represent 
the graduating class in scholarship, 
leadership and sportsmanship.

On the water, Marshall helped 

lead the Camels to a pair of New 
England Sloop Championships. 
Marshall contributed to the Cam-
els’ fi fth place fi nish in the 2007 
Sloop National Championship. In 
the spring of 2008, Marshall re-
turned to Rhode Island to play an 
integral role in the Camels’ fi fth 
place showing at the ICSA Na-
tional Dinghy Championship in 
Newport. 

He received his degree in bi-
ology and anthropology this past 
May.

Islander named to college sailing All-Academic team


