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Jamestown Police Chief Thom-
as Tighe said Wednesday morning 
that island offi cials are still inves-
tigating the anonymous campaign 
letter that was mailed to island 
homes the weekend before the Nov. 
3 town election.

Chief Tighe said Offi cer Derek 
Carlino was assigned to the case. 
Offi cer Carlino has interviewed 
several people, Tighe reported.

Chief Tighe declined further 
comment on the case because of the 
ongoing investigation.

There has been some debate 
around town about the validity of 
the state election law requiring peo-
ple to sign all election advertising, 
posters and fl yers. 

“There’s a law on the books,” 
Chief Tighe said in response to a 
question concerning the ruling. 
“Based upon valid complaints re-
ceived, we are investigating.”

Two candidates who were the 
target of the fl yer and were defeated 
in the Nov. 3 election fi led the com-

plaints with the Jamestown police.
In an e-mail to the Jamestown 

Press, Steven Brown of the Rhode 
Island chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, wrote, “Rhode Is-
land General Laws 17-23-2, which 
was enacted more than 80 years 
ago, generally bans anonymous po-
litical campaign literature. Howev-
er, in 1995, the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a very similar Ohio 
law as violating the First Amend-
ment.” 

“It has been our position that, 
as a result of that ruling, Rhode Is-
land’s statute is also unconstitution-
al, though it remains on the books,” 
Brown said.

Following is an excerpt of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling from 
McIntyre vs. Ohio Elections Com-
mission:

“Under our Constitution, anony-
mous pamphleteering is not a per-
nicious, fraudulent practice, but an 
honorable tradition of advocacy and 
of dissent. Anonymity is a shield 

from the tyranny of the majority. 
It thus exemplifi es the purpose be-
hind the Bill of Rights, and of the 
First Amendment in particular: to 
protect unpopular individuals from 
retaliation – and their ideas from 
suppression – at the hand of an in-
tolerant society. The right to remain 
anonymous may be abused when 
it shields fraudulent conduct. But 
political speech by its nature will 
sometimes have unpalatable conse-
quences, and, in general, our society 
accords greater weight to the value 
of free speech than to the dangers of 
its misuse. Ohio has not shown that 
its interest in preventing the mis-
use of anonymous election-related 
speech justifi es a prohibition of all 
uses of that speech. The State may, 
and does, punish fraud directly. But 
it cannot seek to punish fraud indi-
rectly by indiscriminately outlaw-
ing a category of speech, based on 
its content, with no necessary rela-
tionship to the danger sought to be 
prevented.”
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CONVIENIENT LIQUOR STORE WITH EVERY DAY LOW PRICES!

VIDEO Showcase

IT’S TIME FOR OUR BIG

THANKSGIVING 

SALE!

Community-Minded

LA CREMA

CHARDONNAY &
PINOT NOIR

$1999

SANTA 
MARGHERITA

750 ML

$1999

COPPOLA

PINOT GRIGIO

& ROSSO

2 for $18
CLOS DU BOIS

CHARDONNAY

1.5
$1999

NEW WINES
2 for $20
3 for $25
3 for $16

AQUINAS

FROM NAPA

MIX

2 for $25
MERIDIAN

CHARDONNAY

1.5
2 for $25

CHECK OUT OUR 
GIFTS SETS FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS!

SKY

VODKA

1.75
$2199

RED LABEL

WHISKY

1.75
$3999

GOSLING

RUM

1.75
$2999

SINGLE MALT

WHISKY

10% OFF

MAGIC HAT

12 PACKS

$1199

CORONA

12 PACK BTLS

$1299

NARRAGANSETT

12 PACK

$999

BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU

ARRIVES NOVEMBER 19TH

77 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835

(401) 423-0400

E-mail: jamurphy@jamestownlawyer.com

MORNEAU & MURPHY
ATTORNEYS

For a mournful musical 
experience, slap on:

-  That Lucky Old Sun, sung by 
Ray Charles
- Lucille, sung by Kenny 
Rogers
-  A Change Is Gonna Come, 
sung by Otis Redding
-  Mr. Bojangles, sung by 
Sammy Davis, Jr.
-  Crying, sung by Roy Orbison 
and k.d. lang
-  Color Him Father, sung by 
the Winstons
-  The Grand Tour, sung by 
George Jones
-  A Fool For You, sung by Ray 
Charles (in Newport on July 5, 
1958)

E-mail your comments and alter-
natives.  Inspired contributions 
to the list will win a prize.

CRYING TIME  

Ever notice how freshly fallen snow seems to absorb 
sound? For a brief moment, the noise of  
the world is muffled, and all is  
blanketed in peace.  

128 Spring St. Newport | 849-0195 | www.breakell.com

2009 Poinsettia
Snowflake

Open Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun 12-5, Thurs & Fri til 6 in December

  Well, there’s plenty of snow in the  
     forecast at J. H. Breakell.
       Our annual snowflake collections  
            for  2002 through 2009 are now  
              available, including this set of sterling  
              silver ornaments in a custom-made  
              keepsake box.
This year’s snowflake design is the Poinsettia, native 
to Mexico and first used in Christmas celebrations 
by missionaries there in the 17th century. Visit us in 
Newport or online to see this special 2009 design and our 
entire collection of snowflake jewelry and tree ornaments.

Florist & Garden Center

Open Daily, 10 am to 6 pm
423-0050

12 Southwest Ave.

Don’t forget to order your 
Fresh Thanksgiving Centerpiece!

Please note we will be closed on Thanksgiving Day.

www.thesecretgardenjamestown.com

Friday is the Holiday Guide deadline!

Election flyer still under investigation

Holiday happenings around the area
Editor’s Note: Here’s a brief 

list of upcoming holiday events 
we think our readers may fi nd of 
interest.

Concerts and performances
• Island Moving Company’s 

Newport Nutcracker at Rosecliff 
opens Nov. 27, with performanc-
es continuing through Dec. 4. 
Visit www.islandmovingco.org 
or call 847-4470.

• On Saturday, Nov. 28, at 2 
p.m., meet a historical interpreter 
portraying 18th century Newport 
teenager Polly Wanton, who will 
discuss winter life during the 
American Revolution on a tour 
of the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard 
House. Admission is $25 per 
person, $20 for NHS members, 
which includes property tours, 
refreshments, tax and tip. Reser-
vations required; 841-8770.

Fairs, festivals and bazaars
• Emmanuel Church, 42 Dear-

born St., Newport; annual holi-
day fair; Friday, Nov. 20 from 4 
to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 21, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The church 
will also collect non-perishable 
food items to be donated to the 
Martin Luther King Center Feed 

a Friend Food Pantry. 
• United Congregational 

Church, 524 Valley Rd. in Mid-
dletown, will host a holiday ba-
zaar on Saturday, Nov. 21, from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 849-5444 
for more information.

• Monsignor Clarke School 
will host its annual Christmas 
festival on Sunday, Dec. 6, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 5074 Tower 
Hill Road in Wakefi eld.  Call 
789-0860 for more information.

House tours
• Historic Wickford will pres-

ent “Wickford Decks the Halls: A 
Holiday Kitchen Tour,” on Sun-
day, Dec. 6, from 12:30 to 4:30 
p.m. The tour includes eight his-
toric homes featuring kitchens, 
keeping rooms and dining areas 
decorated for the holidays. Tick-
ets are $25 in advance, $30 the 
day of the tour; call 295-2583 for 
information.


