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appointments for town solicitor, 
town prosecutor, probate judge 
and town sergeant. 

The votes on those appoint-
ments were held in abeyance be-
cause Winsor said that the coun-
cil should have an opportunity 
to review the contracts for the 
solicitor and prosecutor. Despite 
the delay, or perhaps to avoid 
one, Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser offered some information 
about those contracts, including 
the amount of the retainers for the 
solicitor and prosecutor.

Keiser also offered strong en-
dorsements of the individuals 
providing those services to the 
town. 

“Based on value alone,” Keis-
er said of Solicitor Peter Ruggi-
ero and Prosecutor Carolyn Man-
nis, “[they] have done wonderful 
work for Jamestown, and their 
retainers are lower than the others 
that were submitted to us” in re-
sponse to the town’s solicitation 
in 2006.

Turning to the selection of 
council representatives on town 
commissions, Bowen was cleared 
to remain on the Harbor Manage-
ment Commission and Michael 
White was given a green light to 
keep serving as the School Com-
mittee liaison. Murphy will serve 
on the Town Buildings and Facili-
ties Committee, and Schnack will 
represent the council on the Con-
servation Commission.

A break was taken for state 
Rep. Deborah Ruggiero, accom-
panied by state Sen. Teresa Pai-
va-Weed, to distribute citations 
to outgoing council members. 
One of the commendations went 
to former Council President Julio 
DiGiando, while others went to 
former council members Barbara 
Szepatowski, Bill Kelly and Bob 
Sutton, who did not attend the 
meeting. 

Returning to business, the 
council heard its fi rst report from 
Keiser, who singled out three is-
sues for front-burner status. The 
fi rst is the proposed sale of the 
highway barn property at Ft. 
Wetherill. Now that soil testing 
at the site has been fi nished and 
no problems have been detected, 
the town should start deciding on 
a response to purchase proposals 
from the Department of Environ-
mental Management, Conanicut 
Marine Services and the Jame-
stown Aquaculture Movement, 

Keiser said. He also advised the 
council that, as directed by the 
previous council, the town has re-
opened discussions with DEM.

The second issue Keiser identi-
fi ed was the June 2010 expiration 
of three labor contracts. “Negotia-
tions on those contracts may start 
in January, and I would suggest 
that the council hold an executive 
session to discuss potential nego-
tiating strategies,” he said.

The third of the issues Keis-
er singled out was the date of a 
special meeting for the council 
to start discussing its long-term 
goals. 

It was decided that a workshop 
on council goals – to be attended 
by the heads of the town depart-
ments – would be held on Dec. 
3, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. It was also 
decided that, on the following 
day, the council would tour town 
facilities. Otherwise, Keiser said, 
“I would just like to assure that 
my door is always open to you.” 

The last signifi cant item of 
business involved a town plan-
ning department proposal to 
award a contract – not to exceed 
$44,755 – for design, engineer-
ing and archeological consulta-
tion in support of the School Use 
Land Plan. The plan recommends 
comprehensive improvements to 
fi tness trails, athletic fi elds, side-
walks and bike routes to, from and 
around Jamestown schools. The 
consulting study, Keiser said, will 
enable the town to refi ne its cost 
estimates for the improvements.a

The council approved the 
request to award the contract, 
which will go to Crossman Engi-
neering.

In business, the council dis-
cussed a proposal to amend the 
charge of the bike path commit-
tee in such a way that the require-
ment for a council member to 
serve on the Bike Path Planning 
Committee would be eliminated, 
thereby allowing an additional 
member of the public to serve 
on the panel. The committee was 
formed in 2008 for the purpose of 
designing one or more bike paths 
on the island. The proposal to cre-
ate a public vacancy was offered 
by the committee, which wants to 
keep former council member Sut-
ton, who had led the panel since 
its inception, engaged in its work. 
The proposal was adopted.

Because of the fi ve Mondays 
in November, the council will not 
meet again for three weeks. The 
Council’s next meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 
7. 
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