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Planning panel discusses proposed projects under new code

By Iain Wilson

Complex terminology and
emerging loopholes in the recent-
ly passed zoning amendments
provided ample conversation for
the Planning Commission during
last Wednesday’s meeting as the
group worked to provide addi-
tional clarity on the document.

When the amendments were
approved, little attention was
given to a loophole that allowed
duplexes and multi-family homes
to be built on single-family lots.
During the meeting, the commis-
sion was concerned that devel-
opers might see this as an op-
portunity to create multi-family
complexes on land that should be
reserved for single-family use.

“Under the old zoning ordi-
nance, we had some minimum
lot size requirements for duplex-
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es and multi-family,” said Plan-
ning Commission Chair Michael
Swistak. “When the new lot siz-
es were approved, nothing was
done to change the original size
requirements.”

The commission voted unani-
mously to include minimum lot
sizes in table 3-2 of the amend-
ment.

The commission also agreed
on duplex lot sizes of 40,000 sq.
ft. in R20, 15,000 sq. ft. in RS,
8,000 sq. ft. in the CL district and
5,000 sq. ft. in the CD.

In the R20 district, which
spans a large portion of the
downtown area, excluding Nar-
ragansett Avenue, the minimum
lot size requirement for multi-
family units is 200,000 sq. ft. But
only one or two lots in the area
have this much square footage.

While the commission con-
sidered lot size alterations, Town
Planner Lisa Bryer warned that

“I’'m not quite
ready to say that
it’s reasonable to
disrupt the nature
of the neighbor-
hood yet”

—Nancy Bennett

major changes could potentially
alter the amendment beyond its
original shape.

“I'm not quite ready to say

that it’s reasonable to disrupt
the nature of the neighborhood
yet,” said commissioner Nancy
Bennett, adding that she didn’t
feel comfortable making major
amendments to the ordinance
without the public’s consent.

Talk during the meeting
swirled around “little A” and
“big A” housing — terms relating
to state mandates.

The state mandates a 10 per-
cent affordable housing require-
ment, Bryer said, and all efforts
made to reach this goal fall under
“big A.”

“When we adopted our afford-
able housing strategy...it was to
meet the state criteria of 10 per-
cent affordable housing and to
try to increase the number we
have right now,” she said.

“Little A” refers to the town’s

efforts to create multi-family
dwellings and encourage afford-
able housing aside from state
mandates.

Bryer said that currently, ap-
proximately four percent of
Jamestown’s housing is consid-
ered affordable.

Looking forward, Jamestown
will need to balance a strong
single-family dwelling commu-
nity with the state mandates for
affordable housing, Bryer said.

“Right now, we’re in an eco-
nomic downturn, and when this
thing turns around, Jamestown
real estate is going to be very,
very high, and I would think we
want these things in place to take
advantage of that,” said Com-
missioner Michael Smith.

PLEASE COME TO THE FOLLOWING OPEN HOUSES

OreN House ® Sunpay ¢ 11-1
120 East SHORE RoAD
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AND OUTBUILDING
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OrEN HOUSE ® SATURDAY © 11-1
14 SAmMPAN AVENUE

Nearry New COLONIAL
$445,900

OpPEN HOUSE ® SATURDAY © 11-1
7 CLARKE’S VILLAGE ROAD

New HomMe witH AMAZING VIEWS
$1,495,000

OrEN HOUSE ® SATURDAY @ 11-1
135 CepAr Hiir Drive
FarmER’s PorcH COLONIAL
Newly Priced: $849,000

We are Thanktul for Another Great Year ot Being in Jamestown!
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Carol Hopkins Ginny Prichett Dinny Burgin Dianne Grippi Bob Bailey Vicki deAngeli
Loving the Island Life Sailing in front Enjoying the view at Mackeral Cove with Tex East Ferry Biking at Beavertail

of Newport Bridge the Jamestown Bridge

401-423-2200
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Joan McCauley

Conanicut Island Sanctuary

John McCauley
Winning a Trophy at
Jamestown Golf Course

Mary Beth Murphy
Teaching Jamestown
Ballet Class

Robin Tregenza
Windmill with Lupe

Dan Shapiro
East Ferry

* Island Realty Agents Generously Donate their Time to the Following Organizations *
Jamestown Community Theater ® Jamestown Arts Center ® American Red Cross ® Jamestown Parent Teacher Organization
Lawn School Ski and Snowboard Club e Island Moving Company ® Jamestown Fire Department ¢ St. Mark Church e Jamestown Men’s Chorus

Visiting Nurses of Newport and Bristol Counties ® American Cancer Society e Initiative to Educate Afghan Women
South County Montessori Board of Directors ® Newport County Youth Hockey Association ® Newport Wahoo Swim Team ¢ Camp Dudley

HAPPY AND SAFE THANKSGIVING TO ALL!



