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By Eileen M. Daly
Superintendent Marcia Lukon 

told the school committee last 
Thursday night that the recent 
H1N1 school vaccination clinics 
were successful. Lukon also said 
that after a spike in absenteeism, 
attendance rates are returning 
to normal at both Melrose and 
Lawn Avenue schools. 

“Student attendance has im-
proved and has been pretty much 
normal this week,” she said. 

Two hundred and fi ve of the 
241 kindergarten through grade 4 
students at Melrose School were 
vaccinated on Nov. 3, Lukon said. 
More children were registered to 
receive the vaccine at Melrose, 
but were unable to receive it due 
to illness, she said. 

According to Lukon, the vac-
cination clinic participation rate 
was even better at Lawn Avenue 
School, where 182 of the 202 
students in grades 5 through 8 
received the vaccine. 

Lukon took special note of 
the individuals and organizations 
that helped to make the clinics 
successful.

“We had teams of vaccinators 
from the medical corps here to 
support our families, along with 
support from Jamestown police, 
and fi re and rescue,” she said. “I 
would like to commend Gwenn 
Spence, who serves as Jame-
stown’s H1N1 coordinator, for 
working patiently with the de-
partment of health in planning, 
attending to the details of and 
overseeing both clinics.” 

Lukon also extended appre-
ciation to the individuals that 
assisted Spence, including Re-

nie Sullivan, Carrie Melucci, 
Kathy Almanzor, Maggi Moretti, 
Deb Saul, and Lew Kitts and his 
staff. 

“The medical corps were very 
complimentary about how the 
clinics were run and how they 
were treated here,” she said. 

A second clinic will be held 
in January for Melrose students 
who are under 10 and who have 
received their fi rst dose of the 
vaccine. They will be given the 
second dose at that time, Lukon 
said.

In other business:
• The committee elected of-

fi cers and liaisons. The commit-
tee voted 5-0 to appoint Cathy 
Kaiser as chair, Julie Kallfelz as 
co-chair and B.J. Whitehouse as 
clerk. Julia Held will serve as the 
Jamestown representative on the 
North Kingstown School Com-
mittee, and Whitehouse and Held 
will continue to serve on the pol-
icy sub-committee. Whitehouse 
will also serve as liaison to the 
Melrose School Improvement 
Team and also as liaison to the 
Facilities Committee. Kallfelz 
will continue as liaison to the 
Lawn Avenue School Improve-
ment Team and also to the South-
ern Rhode Island Collaborative. 
New school committee member 
Dana Long will serve as the li-
aison to the Special Education 
Local Advisory Committee, as 
well as the Health and Wellness 
Committee. Kaiser will continue 
as legislative liaison.

• During the Principals’ Re-
port, Melrose School Principal 
Carrie Melucci recognized veter-
an teacher Diane Caswell’s death 

on Nov. 12.
“Diane Caswell’s memorial 

service was held today. She was 
my social studies teacher and 
she taught me everything I know 
about Egypt. She was just a very 
special person and I’d like to 
take a moment to remember her 
and thank her,” Melucci said.

• Melucci reported that the 
annual Empty Bowls Fundraiser 
held on Nov. 6 was a success. 
“We raised $4,300 and it was so 
beautiful,” she said. Proceeds 
from the fundraiser went to the 
Rhode Island Community Food 
Bank, she said.

Melucci also reported that the 
kindergarten classes walked to 
McQuade’s market and bought 
items to contribute to the Thanks-
giving baskets for Jamestown 
families in need. 

The second grade will per-
form its Thanksgiving show on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 9:30 a.m. 
for families and grades K-1, she 
said.

Finally, Melucci reported that 
both principals and two teachers 
participated in a classroom walk-
through for continuous improve-
ment at the Dana Center. The 
exercise provided a coherent set 
of effi cient, easy-to-use tools and 
processes to collect, analyze, re-
fl ect and act to strengthen teach-
ing and learning, Melucci said.

The next workshop meeting 
of the Jamestown School Com-
mittee will be held on Thursday, 
Dec. 3. The next business meet-
ing will be Thursday, Dec. 17. All 
meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the 
Lawn Avenue School Library.  
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The Pledge of Allegiance has an 
interesting history and a potpourri 
of sources. It was written in 1892 by 
a socialist Baptist minister. The first 
brief amendment came from the DAR 
in 1924, and the second from the 
Knights of Columbus in 1954.

Fill in the blank. About a decade ago, 
upon the motion of ___________,
the Jamestown Town Council began 
reciting the Pledge at the start of its 
meetings. Your correct answer will 
earn you a prize.

"If there is any fixed star in our 
constitutional constellation, it is 
that no official, high or petty, can 
prescribe what shall be orthodox 
in politics, nationalism, religion, or 
matters of opinion."

– U.S. Supreme Court

You have thirty-five days to complete 
your year-end tax planning.

MURPHY'S LAW  

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

SHINGLE-STYLE ESTATE
Beavertail West Passage

Full-Service New Construction by

About the Company... 
Since 1972 we have been making 14K and Sterling 
Silver Jewelry at our Newport workshop using the lost
wax casting method, a technique that has been in use
for thousands of years. We are proud to present you
with beautifully made, original and meaningful 
jewelry. Many people tell us that our jewelry is a 
wonderful way to express their thoughts has they 
celebrate life's milestones. Our hallmark says that you
have chosen an original design that comes with our 
guarantee. Visit our store at 128 Spring Street in 
Newport right next door to our workshop.

401-849-0195
128 Spring Street, Newport, RI
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5

& Sunday 12-5
www.breakell.com

J. H. Breakell & Company
HAND CRAFTED 14K & STERLING SILVER JEWELRY

Festive
Holiday

Open
House
Start your holiday shopping 

this weekend.
November 27th, 28th, 29th

ENJOY REFRESHMENTS AND A
FREE GIFT WITH EVERY PURCHASE

Narragansett Café

Serving food all day Wednesday!
423-2150  25 Narragansett Avenue

www.narragansettcafe.com

TODAY!  Italian ‘Night’ ALL DAY!
$20 Dinner for Two with a Bottle of Chianti

Dinner ends promptly at 8 p.m. to prepare for

Nasty Habits at 9:30 p.m. 

Where in the World
is the Jamestown Press?
Bill Levin and Laurie Martin of Mizzen Avenue took the 
Jamestown Press along when they traveled to the Seychelle 
Islands in the Indian Ocean recently to visit Bill’s son and 
daughter-in-law, who are currently sailing around the world 
on their 48-foot boat, “Matairea.” They enjoyed fabulous 
snorkeling and swimming with giant turtles and dolphins.


