By Steven Stycos

North Atlantic right whales,
the most endangered of New
England’s whales, are making a
modest comeback, according to
New England Aquarium’s senior
scientist Moira Brown. American
efforts to protect the endangered
species, however, appear to be less
successful than Canada’s, Brown
said last week in a speech spon-
sored by the Rhode Island Natural
History Survey at the University
of Rhode Island.

The current population of 450
North Atlantic right whales annu-
ally migrates from winter calving
areas along the coast of Florida
and Georgia to summer feeding
areas near Cape Cod and Nova
Scotia. The typical right whale is
50 to 60 feet long and weighs 60
to 70 tons.

Recovery of the species will
be slow, Brown predicted, be-
cause female right whales do not
give birth until they are nine years
old — and then only produce one
calf every three years under opti-
mal conditions. In the 1980s, the
closely observed species produced
about 12 calves per year, Brown
said, but that dropped to just one
birth in 2000.

Since then, however, the whales
have averaged 20 offspring a year,
with a record 39 births in 2009.

“Something looks much bet-
ter,” said Brown, who is also a
senior scientist with the Canadian
Whale Institute. Marine biologists
have yet to pinpoint the cause of
the baby boom, she added.

In the last three years, the U.S.
and Canada have acted to reduce
human-related whale deaths, al-
though the impact of that action
has yet to be reflected in the whale
population figures. The leading
causes of whale deaths, Brown
said, are ship strikes, which ac-
count for half of all right whale
deaths, and entanglement in fish-
ing gear.

Unfortunately, whales’ princi-
pal food source — plankton — like
deep-water basins, which are also
ideal places for shipping chan-
nels. Nevertheless, Canadian ef-
forts to reduce ship strikes have
been highly successful, according
to Brown, who has worked since
1985 to protect the mammal.

After ship strikes in the Bay of
Fundy killed right whales in 1993,
1995 and 1997, Brown and oth-
ers formed a working group with
the shipping industry to address
the problem. By moving shipping
lanes 3.2 nautical miles southwest,
the risk of vessel strikes was re-
duced 96 percent, Brown said.

Irving Oil, whose tankers regu-
larly cross the bay, was particu-
larly supportive of the move, she
added.

Jamestown Classic
Bike Race to air on

Cox sports channel

The Jamestown Classic Bike
Race will air tomorrow, Thanks-
giving Day, on Cox Sports Chan-
nel 3 at12:30 p.m., following a live
high school football game, and
again at 9:30 p.m.

The show, produced by Kettle-
bottom Productions of Jamestown
in cooperation with the Jamestown
Rotary Club, features Jamestown
riders and beautiful Jamestown
scenery.

It will also be available on de-
mand on Cox Channel One.

In 2003 and 2006, a second
problem area was identified as two
whales were Kkilled in collisions
south of Nova Scotia. Using radio
transmissions, scientists tracked
ship traffic and learned that most
boats avoid a key whale feeding
area. Enough cross the area, how-
ever, to endanger the whales.

Again working with the ship-
ping industry, scientists established
a 980-square-nautical mile volun-
tary conservation area endorsed by

national Maritime Organization.
The Canadian changes also in-
crease voyage times far less than
the American slow speed zones.
Had Canada implemented a 10-
knot zone rather than a voluntary
conservation area, she said, trips
would have been increased by two
hours instead of 8.5 minutes.
Whales also die when entan-
gled in fishing gear, Brown said
— primarily the lines used to catch
lobsters and ground fish. Accord-
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ing to studies, 75 percent of right
whales have scars from entangle-
ment and about 10 percent get
entangled every year. In October
2008, the National Marine Fish-
eries Service required gill nets be
designed to break when wrapped
around whales.

Then, in April 2009, the federal
agency required that weights be
attached to lines that link lobster
pots to prevent them from floating
where feeding whales may pass.

Brown is the driving force be-
hind protection measures, accord-
ing to URI marine biology pro-
fessor Robert Kenney, and she is
optimistic about the right whale’s
future.

“We have more protective mea-
sures in place than we have ever
had,” Brown noted, cautioning
that the results of U.S. speed limits
and fishing gear provisions have
yet to be measured.

the International Maritime Organi-
zation. In 2008, 70 percent of ships

avoided the voluntary protection
area. This year, compliance rose to
80 percent, Brown reported.

U.S. efforts haven’t worked
as well, said Brown. In 2008, the
National Marine Fisheries Service
established seasonal low speed
zones within 20 nautical miles of
the East Coast to protect migrating
whales. The zones, including the
Great South Channel near Cape
Cod, require ships to slow to 10
knots, but Brown said compliance
is a disappointing 20 percent.

Canada achieved better results,
Brown said, thanks to shipping
industry cooperation and interna-
tional support through the Inter-
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CERTIFIED BRILLIANT DIAMONDS

Size Shape Clarity/Color Reg. Special Price
Round

71CT..... Round ...... VSI-H............ $6495......... $4395
95CT..... Round ...... VS2-H.......... $10,500......... $6995
96CT..... Round ...... SI-G............. $9995......... $5995
1.00CT Round ...... SI2-F ............. $9999......... $6999
1.00CT ...Round ...... SII-D............. $8999......... $6299
1.00CT....Round ...... VSI-Dldeal ..... $10,000......... $6995
1.12CT....Round ...... Si2-D Ideal ...... $12,899......... $8995
1.14CT....Round ...... SI-G............. $9999......... $6950
1.50CT....Round ...... VS2-K.......... $13,900......... $9500
3.12CT....Round ...... Si12-) Ideal....... $38,499....... $24,999
Fancy Shapes

J7ICT ....Princess ....SII-E............. $5995......... $3995
77CT..... Princess..... VVS2-l............ $5995......... $4195
1.00CT Radiant ..... VSI-H............ $9495......... $6595
1.0ICT Cushion..... SI2-l............ $7295......... $4995
1.02CT Emerald. .. ... VVS2-l............ $7995......... $5495
1.13CT Princess. .. .. SIl-l. ...t $6995......... $4895
1.53CT Radiant ..... IF-H............ $18,500....... $13,500
2.00CT Princess..... SIHI-H........... $29,999....... $21,000
2.24CT Asher....... VVSI-H......... $25,499....... $17,500
2.67CT....Radiant ..... Fancy Lt.Yellow $29,950....... $22,500
3.02CT....Princess..... VS2-H.......... $38,000....... $26,500
3.08CT....Cushion..... SI2-l............ $36,000....... $24,500
ROUND BRILLIANT DIAMOND STUD EARRINGS
Size Reg. Special Price
0 2 o B I $399.......... $279
33CT  TWT .ot ittt it teieaeenns $649.......... $450
BOCT TWT . i it ittt tneeanenns $799..... .. ... $549
6T TWT . i i it ttiieneannn $1999......... $1399
FOCT TWT . i i i i iiiieaeeenenn $2499......... $1750
B L o I I $2299......... $1600
IOBCT TWT . ..ttt ittt ittt eneanns $3150......... $2200
1.26CT TWT .. i i ittt eiieeannn $4600......... $3200
1.44CTTWT........... Heart ............ $6995......... $4900
70T TWT . . ittt iie e $8300......... $5800
I £ o I 1 $9500 ........ $6600
20ICTTWT........... Princess .......... $9300......... $6500
2. 61T TWT . ittt ittt ittt $19,500....... $12,900
408CT TWT ..ottt it iii i $27,999......... $19,500

TWT. =Total Weight. Just a sample of our vast diamond collection.

DIAMOND BRACELETS AND PENDANTS

A beautiful collection of unique styles in a wide variety of sizes set in 14Kt
gold, 18Kt gold, and platinum. Holiday prices from $399 to $13,999

18" AKOYA CULTURED PEARL STRAND
& EARRING SET

SPECIAL o,o*‘“"ﬂ

‘E;gn"ﬁ

Sale $349.95

PURCHASE

7.0-7.5MM . 18” Strand
7.5-8.0MM Earrings

ESTATE JEWELRY

Don’t miss our expanded collection of Estate Jewelry and antique pocket watches
with unique styles of days gone by. From simple to the ornate, these heirlooms
represent periods of distinction: Victorian, Art Deco, Edwardian, Art Nouveau.

TROLL & CHAMILIA BEADS

“Charm” has a whole new meaning! Hundreds of beads to choose from to make
your own unique bracelet! Chamilia fits all other bracelets!

ROLEX & OTHER PREMIUM WATCHES

New or pre-owned...can you tell? Now you can own that fine timepiece
you’ve always dreamed of. Large selection of Mens and Ladies Rolex, Ebel, Rado,
Breitling & Cartier watches at very attractive prices. New arrivals weekly.
Not an authorized Rolex dealer

WATCHES
HUNDREDS OF WATCHES IN STOCK. Movado, ESQ, Seiko, Pulsar, Swiss Army, and
a fine selection of antique pocket watches.

GIFTWARE

Swarovski Crystal, Waterford Crystal, Mary Frances Handbags, Reed & Barton
baby gifts, A.T. Cross writing instruments, Harbour Lights Lighthouses, Nao by
Lladro, Steinbach Nutcrackers.

Reg. $749.95
Reg. $199.99




