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“The award ceremony is co-
ordinated with the big New York
stationery show that is held at the
Javits Center. They hold the Louie
Award ceremony the night before
the show opens. It’s a really big
deal. A black tie event, it almost
feels like the Oscars,” she said.

Bell attended the ceremony
and learned that she had, indeed,
won first place in the “rising star”
category.

“They call your name, and I
went up and received a beautiful
crystal award,” she said.

Considered the highest honor
in the greeting card industry for
creative publishing excellence,
the Louie Award recognizes the
most outstanding cards marketed
in the United States during the
previous year. It is an internation-
al competition, Bell said, open to
all domestic and foreign greeting
card publishers.

“It was nice to win the award.
It brings attention and it’s great
for business,” she said.

Bell’s work, including the

award-winning card, is available
at Jamestown Designs, where
owners Deborah Swistak and her
sister, Carol Anderson, have long
been fans of Bell’s work.

“Shirley gets her inspiration
from nature,” Swistak said. “Her
theme is beauty, nature, peace,
and that about sums up Shirley’s
personality.”

Anderson agreed with her sis-
ter’s description of Bell.

“Shirley is an inspiration to ev-
eryone,” she said.

Swistak and Anderson will
host a reception honoring Bell for
winning the award this Saturday,
Nov. 28, from 1 to 3 p.m., Swistak
said.

In addition to her holiday
cards, Bell also has a line of chil-
dren’s cards that she started just
last year.

“The reps suggested that I
make some children’s cards be-
cause there was a real need,” she
said. “It’s really been a lot of fun.
You can play a lot more with chil-
dren’s cards.”

Bell’s line of children’s cards
features a whimsical quality with
a touch of humor, she said. One
of her more successful children’s

designs is a little girl mermaid
holding an open lobster trap with
a lobster crawling out.

“The lobster has a big smile be-
cause the girl mermaid is setting
him free,” Bell said.

Bell also offers framed repro-
ductions of her paintings, business
card holders and gift cards that are
all available for sale at Jamestown
Designs.

Living and working in Jame-
stown as an artist is a wonderful
experience, Bell said.

“This is such a wonderful com-
munity and so supportive of art-
ists. I hear from people all of the
time. They tell me that they love
my cards or that they are the only
cards that they buy. It just makes
me feel wonderful and I want
them to know how nice it is to
hear from them. It makes me feel
so good,” Bell said.

Bell to be honored

at reception

Shirley Bell will be honored
at a reception hosted by Jame-
stown Designs this Saturday,
Nov. 28 from 1 to 3 p.m.
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Where in the World
is the Jamestown Press?

Ben and Carol Buglio of Jamestown took the Press along
when they visited the Galata Bridge in Istanbul, Turkey, ear-
lier this month.
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Stock up & Save!

Free Delivery * Quantity Discounts

Heinekin, Heinekin Light & Amstel Light
24-pack bottle.......ccooveuricrnicunnnes $24.99/ case

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday * 12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport ¢ 848-9200
www.bridgeliquors.com
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Jennifer's Chocolates
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POW! SCIENCE
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Olympia Sports
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FYE Staples
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Everything from Fashions, Books, Unique Services,
Gifts to Groceries, Restaurant, Bakery, Candies & More

WAKEFIELD MALL

“South County’s Largest Shopping Mall”

160 Old Tower Hill Road, Wakefield
Mall Hours:
Monday - Saturday ¢ 9:30 am - 9 pm & Sunday ¢ 10 am - 6:00 pm




