
Page 24 / December 17, 2009 / The Jamestown Press

By Eileen M. Daly
Jamestown will fi nd itself in 

the national spotlight tomorrow 
evening when the television show 
Dateline NBC airs an episode 
focusing on the 1999 drowning 
death of Shelley Tyre and the 
subsequent murder conviction of 
her husband, David Swain.

Dateline NBC producer Sarah 
Karlson described the segment, 
titled “Diver,” as a straightfor-
ward account of the events lead-
ing up to Tyre’s 1999 death, and 
the civil and criminal trials of 
Swain that followed. 

“We are not taking any one 
side or presenting any one per-

son,” Karlson said. 
According to Karlson, the 

episode will simply recount the 
events that led up to the civic and 
criminal trials, and will include 
the material that was brought out 
during the trials. Karlson said the 
episode strives to give viewers, 
including those who did not know 
Shelley Tyre and David Swain, 
an understanding of the couple 
through character portraits de-
rived from numerous interviews 
with people from various parts of 
the couple’s lives.

“We interviewed many dif-
ferent people who spoke both 
on and off the record,” Karlson 

said. She declined to name any 
of those interviewed, saying she 
was unsure of who would actu-
ally be included in the fi nal ver-
sion of the show, and added that 
said she did not want to mislead 
anyone into thinking they would 
be included if they were not. 

According to Karlson, Date-
line NBC started to follow the 
case when it fi rst began to sur-
face in a variety of news outlets. 

“We have teams that are con-
stantly following the news in 

each local area,” she said. Once 
a story is identifi ed as a potential 
Dateline NBC episode, all avail-
able materials are researched and 
read. Source materials include 
LexisNexis, a widely used ar-
chive of print materials, as well 
as newspapers, magazines, Web 
sources and blogs, Karlson said.

What follows is a “conversa-
tion with senior staff members,” 
she said. Once that process is 
complete and an okay to proceed 
is given, “we start from scratch 
and interview everyone we can 
in order to get the most broad-
based viewpoint possible,” Karl-
son said. “In this case, we’ve had 
a long time, two years, to gather 
all of the different perspectives 
and interview everyone willing 
to talk with us.” 

The Tyre and Swain story is 
one that many people fi nd fas-
cinating and interest in the story 
picked up following the civil 
trial of Swain and his subsequent 
arrest on criminal charges, Karl-
son said. The Dateline episode 
will cover both the civil trial and 

criminal trials, she said.
“We attended both trials,” 

Karlson said. “We were in Torto-
la for the criminal trial. The two 
trials were really very different 
things. It was fascinating to see 
the differences in the British and 
the American justice systems.”

Karlson said that her inter-
views here on the island revealed 
not only a number of different 
perspectives, but also the real-
ization that this is still a diffi cult 
subject for many of the people 
who knew the couple best – and 
that opinions remain both polar-
ized and powerful. 

Since many people continue to 
have strong opinions – both posi-
tive and negative – Karlson said 
it is clear that the subject can still 
become a dividing line. She ex-
plained that her intent was “not 
to ruffl e feathers,” or to hurt any-
one in a small town that is clearly 
“still torn up” from these events. 
Rather, she said, Dateline NBC 
is hoping to present a perspective 
that will let viewers reach their 
own conclusions about the case. 

The show will air tomorrow, 
Friday, Dec. 18, at 9 p.m. on 
NBC.

Dateline NBC to air tragic story of Swain, Tyre on Friday

David Swain

WILLIAM A. LEONARD
General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

YES, COMPUTERS ARE COMPLICATED!
A phone call can simplify things.
> installation and setup of your computer hardware and software.
> degunking of your computer for better performance.
> building or helping you build web pages and get them on the internet.
> helping you learn how to use MicrosoftTM Windows and Windows programs.
> providing scanning services and digital photography and show you how.
> creating custom programs for MicrosoftTM  Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 • WWW.WAL1.COM

Need a Ride?
Make your Holiday 
Reservations Now!

ISLAND
SHUTTLE
(401) 560-0223

On-Island Service
Call for Reservations

and Rates. 

T.F. Green Airport
Train Stations

 Kingston & Providence

7 FERRY WHARF

JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000 

www.mansionsandmanors.com

This fabulous 1561 sq. ft.  fifth-floor, two-bedroom, two-bath condominium in the tower of the Bay View building was
designed to capture sweeping views of the Newport Bridge, East Ferry marina, Newport and Narragansett Bay. This sun-
filled unit has an open floor plan, spacious circular living room with a marble fireplace, dining area, waterside deck, kitchen,
wonderful master bedroom and two assigned, covered parking spaces.

For more information or an appointment, please call Gloria Kurz, Listing Broker, at 401.225.0000 

Gloria Kurz, Principal

Greer Beecroft
Michelle Datoli
Maureen Dunn-Packer
Cort Facteau

Erica Gregg
Cathy Kennedy
Jackie Perrett

REALTORS

CHIC WATERVIEW CONDO
$995,000

Narragansett Café
Voted BEST Blues Hangout

Warm up by our Wood Burning Stove

www.

Now taking reservations for Holiday Parties!

Saturday, Dec. 19 • 9:30 p.m.

Menthol Kings
Sunday Blues, Dec. 20 • 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Detroit Breakdown

Friday, Dec. 18 • 9:30 p.m.

Professor Harp

High school students 
to host benefi t concert

North Kingstown High School 
students will host a benefi t coffee-
house concert tomorrow, Friday, 
Dec. 18, at 6 p.m. at the communi-
ty center on Beach Street in North 
Kingstown.

Proceeds will benefi t the Invis-
ible Children organization, which 
raises money and awareness for 
child soldiers in war-torn regions 
of northern Uganda.

Performing at the Dec. 18 cof-
feehouse will be Conor Fagan’s 
funk band and two soloist NKHS 
alumni, Mike Simonelli and An-
drew Young, both on guitar.

A $7 admission fee covers en-
try, the concert, food and coffee.

Call Laura Young at 932-8130 
for more information.

Blood drive to be held 
Jan. 24 at PAC club

The American Legion and the 
R.I. Blood Center will sponsor a 
blood drive from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, Jan. 24, at the Portu-
guese American Citizens Club.

Visit www.ribc.org for more in-
formation.


