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By Eileen M. Daly
North Kingstown Schools Super-

intendent Phil Thornton presented 
the preliminary R.I. Dept. of Edu-
cation report on the high school’s 
progress toward meeting mandated 
regulations during Tuesday night’s 
North Kingstown School Commit-
tee meeting. 

The news wasn’t good.
According to a Jan. 10 letter 

from RIDE to Thornton, the high 
school has made no progress in the 
areas communicated in a Jan. 8 cor-
respondence addressed to suspend-
ed high school principal Gerald F. 
Foley.

The letter stated: “These results 
indicate no progress in the areas 
communicated in the Jan. 8 corre-
spondence from this offi ce…The 
review process indicates that North 
Kingstown has a signifi cant amount 
of work to do in order to meet these 
expectations and achieve 2012 R.I. 
Diploma System full approval.” 

If the high school does not meet 
these requirements, diplomas issued 
by the high school in 2012 will not 
be approved by the state Board of 
Regents, Thornton said. 

What that will mean for students 
graduating in 2012 has yet to be de-
termined, according to Thornton. 
The mandates and the penalties 
for non-compliance are all new, he 
said.

“High schools essentially have 
been redefi ned in terms of how we 
have to work with students as far as 
teaching and learning. This all came 
around with No Child Left Behind 
in 2001,” he said. “We’ve had dif-
ferent checkpoints with RIDE as far 
as what they are implementing in 
Rhode Island. “

For example, in 2003, Thornton 
said, RIDE implemented personal 
literacy plan regulations. 

“In 2007, we had our fi rst check 
in with RIDE and they visited every 
high school and gave us a status re-
port as to where we were. Our status 
report came out in a letter in 2008 
in January,” he said. “RIDE, in that 
letter, commended what we did well 
and told us what we needed to work 
on. We then had two years to work 
and then we had another visit this 
past fall...we’re now getting feed-
back on our second visit.”

This second RIDE report has in-
dicated no progress during the past 
two years in the major areas man-
dated by RIDE, according to Thorn-
ton.

The areas in need of immediate 
and intensive attention, according to 
RIDE, are:

• A full alignment of the R.I. grade 
span expectations in all courses and 
assessments must be completed. 
This includes consistent use of com-
mon assessments and rubrics.

Profi ciency descriptions must 
be determined in each of the six 
core disciplines. This process must 
include decisions relating to the 
number and types of assessments 
in which students must demonstrate 
meeting the standard in order to ulti-

mately demonstrate profi ciency.
• An analysis of course-taking 

patterns of each of the pathways 
through high school must be com-
pleted to ensure that all students 
have suffi cient opportunities to 
achieve profi ciency. 

• Evidence of planned personal-
ization strategies.

• Middle level engagement of 
all aspects of the secondary regula-
tions.

Thornton summarized three 
major points to explain the high 
school’s present status and what 
needs to be done to correct it:

• The high school has not made 
good progress in the past two years.

• There is a tremendous amount 
of work to be done for the high 
school to be in a position to receive 
profi ciency-based graduation re-
quirements approval in 2012.

• There is a plan that is already 
being implemented at the adminis-
trative and building level.  

Thornton and his team have put 
together a plan and are optimistic 
regarding their ability to suffi ciently 
address the problems, he said. 

“While N.K.H.S. is behind, we 
are encouraged by the capacity we 
have to move forward quickly,” he 
said. One of the problems Thornton 
identifi ed is that there is no defi ni-
tive time period within which these 
mandates must be completed. 

“We are anticipating that we 
have somewhere around 12 months 
to make this happen,” he said.

The entire PGBR report includes 
15 categories, with more than 30 
responses from RIDE. Within these 
categories are eight mandated ar-
eas in which no progress has been 
made. “Where you see no evidence 
of progress – that is just not accept-
able,” Thornton said. 

The major areas of concern, ac-
cording to Thornton, involve grade 
span expectations, gap analysis and 
data analysis. 

“If you do this fi rst box, you will 
then have the homework done to do 
the next pieces for RIDE,” Thornton 
said. “Not having done the prelimi-
nary pieces, we are not in a position 
to do the next pieces.”

Thornton emphasized that the 
high school staff is now working 
double time to catch up and he is 
optimistic that signifi cant change 
will occur.

The regulations are designed to 
ensure that education is uniform 
across classes, schools and districts; 
that possible bias – gender, race, 
socio-economic, etc. – is addressed; 
that rigorous and uniform standards 
of learning are in place; that every 
student in the country is profi cient 
in all subjects by 2012 and that there 
is evidence-based data to support all 
of this, Thornton said. 

“All of the stuff in this report 
represents ‘best practice.’ The Re-
gents made it regulation to make 
sure schools do change,” he said. 
“This work is transforming what 
high schools look like and, as you 
know, change is not easy.” 

RIDE reports poor
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Newport Narragansett Jamestown Watch Hill
34 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown 401.423.3440

Jamestown-New Listing-Sweeping waterfront
views, 248 sq.ft. of rare shorefront in this beach-
front cottage with separate guest quarters, dock
& mooring. Three bedrooms.$1,799,900

Jamestown-New Listing-Spacious contempo-
rary with a naturally lit open floor plan, this home
offers great expansion possibilities with its 3 bed
ISDS. Recent updates. $379,500

Jamestown-West Ferry location with captivat-
ing views. Spacious Contemporary Ranch with
40 x 18 great room, fireplace,expansive deck.
$870,000

Jamestown-Open Sat 1-3 - 7 Melrose Ave
Spacious and comfortable with versatile living
options. Beautifully landscaped, large yard with
wraparound deck overlooking pool. $535,000

ROSEMARY TUTSCH
ASHLEY TUTSCH

Style – Color – Design

32 Pemberton Ave
Jamestown

560-0642

Salon Balayage

Gift Certificates Available

ROCKY HILL SCHOOL
Prechool - Grade 12       College Preparatory       Laptop Upper School

New for 2010
 Transportation available from Providence and vicinity,

South County, Jamestown and Aquidneck Island
Merit Scholarships

Unique Floating Classroom with environmental and marine studies
88-acre waterfront campus

Need-based financial aid available

Learn More...
Admission Open House

January 23, 2010
10 AM - 12 PM

530 Ives Road East Greenwich, RI
401-884-9070    www.rockyhill.org

WWW.ISLANDREALTYRI.COM

SHOREBY HILL TURN OF 
THE CENTURY BUNGALOW

ISLAND REALTY

NEW LISTING: This historic bungalow was constructed circa 1909 and still retains its 
original charm. A stone fireplace and hardwood floors provide warmth in the living 
room.  Kitchen and baths have been updated. Wonderful outdoor 
 front and back porches.. $879,000


