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By Erin Tiernan
Local veteran and JEMS mem-

ber Jim McLoughlin reached 
quite a milestone last Sunday 
– he coordinated his 80th blood 
drive for the R.I. Blood Center.

McLoughlin, a longtime blood 
donor, has coordinated 32 drives 
for Jamestown EMS and 47 
drives for the Arnold Zweir Post 
22 American Legion and Memo-
rial Post 9447 VFW, according to 
the R.I. Blood Center.

On Sunday, McLoughlin was 
honored for his extensive contri-
butions to the R.I. Blood Center. 

If you were to add it up over 
the years McLoughlin is respon-
sible for collecting 2,772 pints of 
blood and helping to save poten-
tially 9,261 lives.

He has personally donated 
more than 40 gallons of blood.

Since the R.I. Blood Center’s 
founding in 1979, McLoughlin 
has been a major player. But his 

commitment to donating began 
well before the center’s creation. 

“For me, it started in the Ko-
rean War,” he said. “In the medi-
cal tents, I saw that blood was 
important in saving many lives.”

Representatives from the 
R.I. Blood Center described 
McLoughlin as an inspiration.  

“Just because at 86, he’s step-
ping down as a coordinator, 
don’t think he’s going to stop do-
nating,” said Jennifer Siegal, ac-
count manager in the R.I. Blood 
Center’s South County offi ce.  

McLoughlin donates platelets 
faithfully, she said – every two 
weeks at the Aquidneck center.

In recognition of McLough-
lin’s contributions to the R.I. 
Blood Center – which, according 
to its website, must raise 240 to 
280 pints of blood daily to meet 
the community’s needs – and to 
inspire other donors, the Aquid-
neck center has created an award 

in McLoughlin’s honor.  
The James McLoughlin – or 

20/20/20 Award – honors vol-

unteers in three categories:  In-
dividuals who have donated over 
20 gallons or coordinated over 
20 drives, and businesses and or-
ganizations who have sponsored 
over 20 mobile blood drives. 

McLoughlin’s name will ap-
pear fi rst on the award in the do-
nors and coordinators category. 
JEMS and the VFW will appear 
fi rst and second in the sponsor 
category.

R.I. Blood Center Media Con-
tact Frank Prosnitz emphasized 
McLoughlin’s humility.  

“He’ll tell you he’s okay with 
all the attention as long as it 
helps attract more donors,” he 
said, adding that McLoughlin’s 
attitude is something we should 
all strive to reach. 

During the ceremony, which 
lasted about 45 minutes, Peter 
Hanney of the R.I. Blood Cen-
ter presented McLoughlin with 
the award and a plaque that will 
be hung above McLoughlin’s 
“usual” chair at the Aquidneck 

center. 
That “usual” chair will now be 

known as “The James McLough-
lin Donor Chair, in memory of 
years of saving lives.” 

Ron Lizzote, a blood donation 
recipient, highlighted the impor-
tance of donating blood, as well 
as the impact it can have on the 
lives of people in need of blood – 
and their families.

True to form, McLoughlin 
stood to speak and said, “Oh 
good gravy, I didn’t expect all 
this.” 

He went on to say that he ap-
preciated everyone and all those 
who donated, and he hoped they 
would all continue to give.

The goal of 30 donations was 
almost doubled during Sunday’s 
drive, with a total of 58 pints col-
lected, according to Siegal.

Commander of the Jamestown 
American Legion Bob Edgar said 
he will step up to coordinate fu-
ture mobile blood drives.
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Jamestown-New Price-Contemporary home
with 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, eat-in kitchen,
stainless appliances, large living room with
radiant floors. $690,000

Jamestown-New Listing-Charming 1476 sq.ft.
Victorian offers 3 beds and one full bath upstairs,
A lovely upgraded year-round porch, large living
room, dining room and eat-in kitchen. $420,000

Jamestown-Waterfront on East Passage. Fix
up this summer cottage or build your dream
home. Permits and approvals in place. Four
bedroom ISDS. $1,500,000

Jamestown-Waterfront-Three bedrooms, three
baths shingled Colonial with 2,250 sq.ft. of living
space. Walk-out lower level with steps to the
beach, waterside deck, private mooring.$925,000

ROSEMARY TUTSCH
ASHLEY TUTSCH

Style – Color – Design

32 Pemberton Ave
Jamestown

560-0642
www.salonbalayageri.com

Salon Balayage

Gift Certificates Available

ISLAND REALTY

GAMBREL CHARMER, 
COMPLETELY RENOVATED

Traditional details include hard-
woods, a fireplace in the living room, 
central AC and a large screened 
porch.  New pool. $899,000

WONDERFUL 
CONTEMPORARY CAPE 

This comfortable home is locat-
ed just south of the village on a 
quiet cul-de-sac. Beautiful land-
scaping and great deck. $699,000

AWARD–WINNING

PASSIVE SOLAR DESIGN

Southern exposure, master suite 
with private deck. Central A/C.  
Large yard. $419,000

64 A PEMBERTON

Lovely village townhouse with 
fireplace and 1.5 baths. Neat and 
updated. Private yard.  

WWW.ISLANDREALTYRI.COM
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