Order tomato seeds now — but don’t start them

It’s winter, and for many gar-
deners, that means thoughts of to-
matoes.

While many buy tomato seed-
lings from a garden store, others
start their own from seed.

Before you order seeds, there
are a few things to consider. Look
at the information provided in the
catalog. Is the tomato plant you’re
considering determinate or inde-
terminate? Determinate plants set
fruit and basically stop growing
until the fruit is gone.

For the home gardener, the only
reason to grow determinate plants
is if you are going to make tomato
paste or sauce, and need all the
fruit to ripen at once. In most cas-
es, hybrid plants are determinate
and are deliberately bred for fast
growth and quick fruit set.

Indeterminate  plants  keep
growing and producing fruit all
summer long. These are the plants
to grow if you want a tomato for
salad on Tuesday, another for Sun-
day and yet another for eating the
next Saturday.

You should also look at the
letters after the tomato. Most of-
ten, you will see VFEN or VFT. V
means that the tomato is resistant
to Verticullium wilt. F means the
plant is resistant to Fusarium Wilt.
N means it is resistant to nema-
todes, and T means the plant is re-
sistant to Tobacco Mosaic wilt. All
these diseases can cut the produc-
tion of tomatoes on your plants, so
never plant tomatoes where you
planted them — or potatoes — last
year. Move tomato plants to a new
spot each season.

Also, consider the season.
Early-season tomatoes tend to be
smaller, faster growing and not as
tasty as mid or late-season fruit. If
you crave an early vine-ripened
tomato, grow a bush or two of
early-season hybrids such as Early
Wonder or Early Girl. Both are de-
terminate, but you can get fruit in
55 to 60 days. If you plant them
in a greenhouse, you might be able
to get fruit by the end of May or
mid-June.

Mid-season tomatoes tend to
be tastier, larger and take between
70 and 80 days to ripen. Typical
mid-season varieties are Better
Boy, Big Boy and some of the
beefsteaks. One of the mid-season
varieties that I like to plant is Rut-
gers. The tomatoes are about two
to three inches across and quite
tasty, plus there are usually a lot of
them on the vine.

Late-season varieties tend to-
ward larger fruit. Most take around
80 days to ripen. Beefsteak variet-
ies can take around 80 to 85 days
to ripen. If you plant late-season
varieties in a greenhouse, you can
usually get fruit until Thanksgiv-
ing or even Christmas, if they are
protected from frost.

So what should you plant? It
depends on how much space you
have. Ideally, plant one or two of
early, mid and late-season types
for continuous harvesting from
June onward.

For each tomato plant, allow
an area of at least 2° x 2°. That’s
a lot of space if you have a small
garden. But there are a few tricks
you can use to get more fruit in a
smaller space.

If you grow against a wall,
fence or trellis, train the tomato
up the structure. Tomatoes grown
up a structure set fruit a little later
than those left to sprawl on the
ground, but the fruit is protected
from slugs and insects.

If you only have space on a

matoes around a small cage. I find
that I can plant four or five plants
around a 24-inch diameter cage

II":e d made of four-foot-high concrete
Gs;::len reinforcing mesh. The plants grow

taller than the cage and need to be
tied to it.

Finally, do not start your seeds
now, unless you have a green-
house. You need to plant your
seeds about six to eight weeks
before the last frost — around the
middle to the end of March. So be
patient and wait. The taste of that
first luscious fruit will come soon
enough.

By Roger Marshall

patio, grow tomatoes in a large
hanging basket or other container.
Grow the bush varieties that are
bred for compact growing areas.
Another trick I use is to grow to-
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Heritage Gardens
North Kingstown

Conpo:
| bedroom townhouse. Master

Spacious three
with balcony. One and one
half baths. Two car garage
with storage. Great location.
Close to Wickford Village,
beaches. Easy highway
access.

Offered at $215,000

One North Main Road
Stearns Farms, Inc. siw. 190 423-0900
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BEAVERTAIL WATERFRONT COMPOUND

This stunning 7.47 acre property on Mackerel Cove offers ocean
views, two “side-by-side” homes with almost 5,000 sq. ft. of living
space, and the potential to subdivide. $3,950,000

BAYVIEW BEAUTY

This fabulous
1,561 sq. ft. fifth-
floor, 2-bedroom,
2-bath unit has an
open floor plan,
fireplace and

.| sweeping views of
| the harbor and
Newport Bridge.
$995,000
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COASTAL CHIC

WATER’S EDGE ON NARRAGANSETT BAY

Enjoy spectacular views from this 3,958 sq. ft. home with an
open floor plan on 3.05 acres with a deep water dock, mooring,
and 185 ft. on the East Passage of Narragansett Bay. $3,500,000

HARBORVIEW CONDO

Panoramic

| waterviews are
yours from this
chic, stylish 2-
bedroom, 2-bath
S unit with a
fabulous kitchen
¢ directly across
from the water.

$724,900

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000

WWW. mansmnsandmanors .com




