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By Eileen M. Daly
Jamestown Schools Superin-

tendent Marcia Lukon and Di-
rector of Finance Jane Littlefi eld 
presented next year’s proposed 
operating budget of $11,606,867 
– a 1.37% decrease from Fiscal 
Year 2010 (FY10), Lukon said 
– during last Thursday’s School 
Committee budget workshop. 

Lukon said that administrators 
will forego a salary increase for 
the second year in a row, electing 
to “put student needs before their 
own” in order to draft a lean bud-
get. The school clerks and secre-
taries will also accept a zero per-
cent salary increase, she said.

School Committee member 
B.J. Whitehouse took exception 
to the fact that administrators, 
clerks and secretaries will forego 
any salary increase.

“I disagree that there should 
be a zero increase. I don’t think 
it’s fair at all,” he said, adding 
that he might have to spend some 
of his “political capital” to rem-
edy the situation. 

Lukon was appreciative of the 
support, but said that the depart-
ment’s focus is on “improvement 
and programming” at the present 
time.  

Lukon also said that the ad-
ministration’s goal was to build 
a responsible budget that fo-
cuses on the “school’s mission 

and strategic plan, maintaining 
effective programs in the most 
cost-effective manner.” For the 
second year in a row, the admin-
istration has employed a zero-
based budget process to build the 
current budget, she said.

“We start from scratch and 
determine the needs of the stu-
dents,” she said. “We look at the 
current needs instead of just tak-
ing the previous budget and add-
ing on a certain percent.” 

Lukon thanked her administra-
tive team members and acknowl-
edged the “countless hours” that 
were put into the process of de-
veloping the budget. 

“It was a pleasant process to 
see my team work in such a fo-
cused and collaborative way,” 
she said.

The proposed budget as-
sumes a reduction in state aid 
and a town contribution of $11, 
178,034, Lukon said. The town 
contribution represents a 0.78% 
decrease – $88,339 less – from 
FY10, she said. 

Littlefi eld walked the commit-
tee through a detailed budget pre-
sentation, and responded to the 
committee’s questions regarding 
the fi scal ramifi cations of the dis-
trict’s participation in the state-
wide transportation system. 

She acknowledged that Jame-
stown has not received the fi nan-

cial benefi ts that were hoped for 
from participating in the plan. 
In fact, she said, participating in 
the program has cost Jamestown 
money.  

Lukon said that the admin-
istration is currently reviewing 
transportation options and is 
looking for alternatives, includ-
ing a possible withdrawal from 
the statewide plan. 

Special Education Director 
Gwenn Spence presented the 
$2,101,239 special education 
budget. This budget represents a 
5.55% decrease from the FY10 
budget, she said, adding that the 
special education department is 
able to utilize other funding, in-
cluding grants and federal mon-
ies.  

Lukon said that technology 
development and improvement 
remains a fi rm goal for both the 
administration and the school 
committee. Improving technol-
ogy is a strategic plan objective, 
as well as a school committee 
goal, she said. 

Lukon presented “year two” of 
the technology capital improve-
ments plan, which provides for 
a full-time technology coordina-
tor – an increase from the current 
part-time position – as well as 
the creation of computer centers 
in each Melrose classroom and 
four additional Smartboards (one 
at Melrose, and three at Lawn, 
along with student response re-
motes).

Wiring for the computer sta-
tions is part of the $136,875 cap-
ital budget presented by Building 
and Grounds Director Lew Kitts.

The school committee com-
mended the administrative team 
for drafting a lean budget while 
preserving services and respond-
ing to the economic constraints 
the town is experiencing.

The School Committee will 
hold additional budget work-
shops on Feb. 4 and Feb. 11 at 
7 p.m. in the Lawn School Li-
brary.   

No salary increases for some 
school staff in lean budget year

NEW LISTING – Here is your chance to own the least ex-
oensive home in a premier subdivision! Waterviews Galore. 
Walk to beaches, and everything else. 4 bedroom, 3 full baths. 
Striking hardwoods. Family and living rooms on separate floors. 
2 car garage. $430,000

BIOBRICKS ARE !
100% Wood – No Artificial Binders
Less Smoke, Ash and Creosote than Cordwood
Longer Burntime than Cordwood
Designed for the Home
CO2 neutral. Made in Connecticut
Designed for Wood Stoves

14 Narragansett Ave. 
423-1490

Dinner for Two $18.95
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 4 p.m.

Weekend Tapas Specials $10.00

Valentine’s Weekend Specials 
Next Friday & Saturday. Reservations accepted.

 

Wine Tasting - Friday Feb 19th
only $25.00

Visit our website for current menu and specials
 triciastropigrille.com

Dinner Served 
Tuesday - Saturday

Linda Wallace
401 578-0011 cell

Beautifully updated and remodeled 2,207 sq. ft. contemporary 
home, exceptional landscaping on 1/3 acre lot.  Cathedral ceilings, 
hardwoods, granite, open concept kitchen and living room.  Deck, 
patio, sliders, outside shower, skylights, rec room, loft... 1st level 
master if you choose w/walk in closet and slider to the deck... or 
maybe you prefer to use the loft as your master... wake up with the 
sun!  Bright, light and airy... don’t miss out on this one!

®

FLAGSHIP

*Each office independently owned & operated

NEW LISTING • OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Feb. 7,  from Noon to 2 p.m. 

2 Neptune St., Jamestown

Call Linda Wallace today!  401 578-0011

ISLAND REALTY

WONDERFUL NEIGHBORHOOD 
NEAR THE GOLF COURSE

NEW LISTING.  Village cape with wide pine 
floors, 3 bedrooms and a library addition.
Outbuilding (20 x 40) is an ideal workshop.  
Located on a corner lot. $650,000

WWW.ISLANDREALTYRI.COM

74 SHIP STREET
Neat one level living with open floor plan.  
Master bedroom with bath.  Hardwood floors, 
gas fireplace and hickory kitchen cabinets. 
Great deck, new septic, 
well and windows. $359,000

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING – This is your chance to live in Jamestown 
in an immaculate 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath home. 2 car garage, 
Florida room and a cozy den with wood stove. Huge living 
room with fireplace. Great yard. You won’t believe how clean 
this one is! $485,000
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